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LSBA Recognizes Legal Professionals, Local Bar, Law Students

for Outstanding Pro Bono Achievements 

NEW ORLEANS — The Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA), in conjunction with the Louisiana Supreme Court, recognized the pro bono accomplishments of 14 public interest legal professionals and law students and the New Orleans Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section during the 23rd annual Pro Bono and Children’s Law Awards Ceremony May 19 at the Louisiana Supreme Court Building in New Orleans.

The 2009 awards were presented in several categories. (Award explanations and recipient profiles follow.)

•
Friend of Pro Bono Award: Jean A. Hill, Lafayette; Christopher K. Ralston, New Orleans; and New Orleans Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section.
• 
Career Public Interest Award: Michael B. Thomas, Baton Rouge.

•
Pro Bono Publico Award: John Jerry Glas, Jan M. Hayden and Kathlyn G. Perez, all from New Orleans; Gary K. McKenzie, Baton Rouge; and Michael E. Roach, Lake Charles.
•
David A. Hamilton Lifetime Achievement Award: Luz M. Molina, New Orleans.

•
Children’s Law Award: Kathy Lynn Cook, Baton Rouge.
• 
Law Student Pro Bono Award: Leslie K. Ziober, Louisiana State University Paul M. Hebert Law Center; Alison McCrary, Loyola University College of Law; Shelly E. Alexander, Southern University Law Center; and Holmes Rackleff, Tulane University Law School.

The Friend of Pro Bono Award recognizes individuals (attorneys or non-attorneys), law firms or organizations making major contributions to the enhancement and promotion of pro bono legal services to the poor.

• 2009 Recipient: Jean A. Hill
Jean A. Hill, a staff attorney with the 15th Judicial District Court (Family Division) in Lafayette, clerks for the Hon. Judge David A. Blanchet. A 1983 graduate of Loyola University College of Law in New Orleans, Hill worked for Acadiana Legal Services from 1992-2000 and is an active member of the Lafayette Bar Association. She works with the Lafayette Volunteer Lawyers (LVL) Pro Bono Program and was nominated by Sachida Raman and the LVL for her efforts in updating pro se divorce forms, assisting pro bono attorneys and serving on LVL’s board. She also mentors and supports pro bono lawyers and pro se litigants in Family Court proceedings. 

• 2009 Recipient: Christopher K. Ralston

Christopher K. Ralston is a partner in the New Orleans office of Phelps Dunbar, L.L.P. He received his undergraduate degree from the College of William and Mary and his law degree from Tulane Law School. He promotes pro bono work as Phelps Dunbar’s pro bono coordinator and also serves on the board of directors of Southeast Louisiana Legal Services. While serving as chair of the New Orleans Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section, he oversaw and promoted fundraisers for the Pro Bono Project (New Orleans) and Southeast Louisiana Legal Services. He was nominated by Kim Dugas-Glass, Legal Aid Bureau executive director, for his 2008 efforts in planning and implementing the first fundraiser for the Legal Aid Bureau, the oldest non-profit legal services provider in the greater New Orleans area.
• 2009 Recipient: New Orleans Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section

The New Orleans Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Section (NOBA YLS) is composed of lawyers admitted to practice fewer than six years who are committed to professional development and service. The NOBA YLS was nominated for providing direct pro bono services and for funding local organizations dedicated to providing legal services to the poor. YLS volunteers devote their time to organizations like Habitat for Humanity, the Ozanam Inn and local public schools. YLS members also provide direct pro bono services to the poor through annual legal fairs. From the Bar & Grille and Poker Tournament to the annual Golf Tournament, the NOBA YLS raises thousands of dollars a year for pro bono and legal non-profit organizations including Southeast Louisiana Legal Services and The Pro Bono Project of New Orleans.
The Career Public Interest Award recognizes individuals (attorneys or non-attorneys) in Louisiana who have devoted at least 10 years of their careers to public interest legal work, have demonstrated excellence in their work, have demonstrated leadership within their organizations and have provided significant service on behalf of the poor and disenfranchised.
• 2009 Recipient: Michael B. Thomas
Michael B. Thomas has served at Capital Area Legal Services Corporation (CALSC) in Baton Rouge since 1991. Currently deputy director, he supervises all legal staff at CALSC’s main and branch offices and has direct supervision of all supervising and managing attorneys. A primary focus for Thomas is the oversight and supervision of the Elderly Protective Services Unit, which protects elderly citizens in the community from abuse and neglect. An experienced litigator, he serves as general counsel for CALSC, advising the corporation on all legal matters and coordinating all corporate litigation. He works with the Baton Rouge Bar Association’s Pro Bono Committee and volunteers for the Thirst for Justice Clinic, providing general counseling and advice to indigent members of the community. He was nominated by Ann Scarle and Robin Kay of the Baton Rouge Bar Association.

The Pro Bono Publico Award recognizes Louisiana attorneys who have provided pro bono legal services to Louisiana residents in excess of the aspirational goal of 50 hours of pro bono services per year.

• 2009 Recipient: John Jerry Glas
John Jerry Glas is a partner in the law firm of Deutsch, Kerrigan & Stiles in New Orleans. He teaches trial advocacy as an adjunct professor at Loyola University College of Law. Prior to joining the firm, he served as an assistant district attorney in Orleans Parish. He has a bachelor’s degree from the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., and a master’s degree in philosophy from the University of Toronto. He received his law degree from Louisiana State University Paul M. Hebert Law Center. In 2000, the chair of the Louisiana State Bar Association’s Committee on Post-Conviction Representation asked Deutsch, Kerrigan & Stiles to provide pro bono representation for an inmate on Angola’s death row. The firm volunteered, and the Louisiana Supreme Court officially appointed Glas on Aug. 11, 2000. Over the next eight years, Glas, Douglas R. Elliott and other members of the firm investigated and litigated mitigating circumstances not presented during the trial. Based on what they uncovered, on Oct. 2, 2008, the inmate was allowed to sign a “Contract for Life” with the consent of the State and the victim’s brother. The court vacated the death sentence and sentenced the inmate to life imprisonment. Glas was nominated by Gary P. Clements of the Capital Post-Conviction Project of Louisiana for his eight years and hundreds of hours of volunteer work on this case. 

• 2009 Recipient: Jan M. Hayden
Jan M. Hayden, a managing member of Heller, Draper, Hayden, Patrick & Horn, L.L.C., in New Orleans, received a bachelor’s degree in 1976 from Louisiana State University and her law degree in 1979 from LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center. She is active in the Louisiana State Bar Association, serving two terms as chair of the Bankruptcy Law Section, and as a member of the Continuing Legal Education Committee. She serves on the board of The Pro Bono Project in New Orleans and on the board of Second Harvest Food Bank of Greater New Orleans and Acadiana. She was nominated by Rachel Piercey at The Pro Bono Project in New Orleans for her support in the establishment of a Consumer Law Unit and her work to encourage others to volunteer through the Mentoring Committee. She is also acknowledged for her leadership in organizing The Pro Bono Project’s annual Justice For All Ball, her mentorship of new pro bono attorneys, and her more than 100 hours of pro bono service in 2008. 

• 2009 Recipient: Gary K. McKenzie
Gary K. McKenzie, a member of the law firm of Steffes, Vingiello & McKenzie, L.L.C., in Baton Rouge, is certified by the Louisiana State Bar Association and the American Board of Certification as both a business bankruptcy specialist and a consumer bankruptcy specialist. He was nominated by Ann Scarle and Mary Shotwell of the Baton Rouge Bar Association. He accepted his first pro bono case from the Baton Rouge Bar Association’s Pro Bono Project in 1990 and has accepted 62 cases since that time. He has handled bankruptcy and family law cases and assisted with client intake. He has been recognized by the Baton Rouge Bar Association several times for his volunteer service.
• 2009 Recipient: Kathlyn G. Perez
Kathlyn G. Perez, an associate in the New Orleans office of Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell and Berkowitz, P.C., received her undergraduate degree from Washington and Lee University and her law degree from Tulane Law School, magna cum laude. She worked as research assistant to A.N. Yiannopoulos, assisting in the 2006-07 revision of the Louisiana Civil Code. Her pro bono work in 2008 focused on steering a Louisiana Appleseed project designed to identify New Orleans’ continuing hurricane recovery needs to foster change in local, state and federal response to future disasters. She also represented several pro bono clients in custody and child support cases, volunteered with the Homeless Experience Legal Protection program (H.E.L.P.), which operates legal clinics in homeless shelters, and provided legal assistance through the New Orleans Pro Bono Project. She is a member of the Advisory Board of the New Orleans Area Command of the Salvation Army and a member of the Junior League of New Orleans. She recently received the National and Louisiana Appleseed “Good Apple” Award and Baker Donelson’s firmwide pro bono award. 

• 2009 Recipient: Michael E. Roach

Michael E. Roach, a partner with Roach & Roach, A.P.L.C., in Lake Charles, received his undergraduate degree from Auburn University and his law degree from the University of Memphis School of Law. He worked for Touche Ross and other CPA firms before opening his solo law practice. His wife joined him in the law practice in 2005. He is a faculty member in the Accounting Department at McNeese State University, teaching tax and business law courses. He has been involved with many non-profit organizations, including the United Way of Southwest Louisiana. He was nominated by Jim Ortego of the Law Center of Southwest Louisiana for his work to help the economically disadvantaged, ill and seniors. He is on the board of directors of the Law Center of Southwest Louisiana and provides pro bono work for the Law Center and other non-profit agencies. Through Roach’s assistance, the Law Center assisted more than 50 seniors who would not have otherwise been assisted. He also has been instrumental in expanding board membership.

The David A. Hamilton Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes individuals whose work demonstrates a lifelong commitment to the provision of legal services to the poor and to the significant enhancement of the pro bono movement.

• 2009 Recipient: Luz M. Molina

Professor Luz M. Molina is a 1979 graduate of Tulane University and is the Jack Nelson Distinguished Professor of Law at Loyola University College of Law. Over the past 30 years, she has served the needs of the poor and disenfranchised in the areas of domestic and juvenile law, civil rights under Title VII and 42 U.S.C. § 1983, and immigration law. She currently works with student practitioners in a labor and employment law practice as part of the Stuart H. Smith Law Clinic’s Workplace Justice Project. The Project advocates for low-income workers who have their wages improperly withheld by employers, or who experience other work-related issues. Additionally, she is involved in various efforts to bring systemic changes to the legal profession, such as establishing a statewide child advocacy program and promoting language access to the courts. Her areas of interest include justice and law, social justice and ethics. She was nominated by The Pro Bono Project of New Orleans.    

The Children’s Law Award (developed by the LSBA Children’s Law Committee and presented for the first time this year) recognizes individuals dedicated to providing for the legal needs of children.

• 2009 Recipient: Kathy L. Cook
Kathy Lynn Cook, a supervising attorney with the Mental Health Advocacy Service in Baton Rouge, has been with the agency since her Bar admission in 1995. Prior to attending law school at Louisiana State University Paul M. Hebert Law Center, Cook taught at the University of Southwestern Louisiana (USL) (now the University of Louisiana-Lafayette) in its Criminal Justice program. She received her bachelor’s degree in judicial administration from the American University in Washington, D.C., and her master’s degree in political science from USL. In 2005, Cook assumed responsibility for representing abused and neglected children as part of a pilot project in the 16th Judicial District Court, which eventually became the Child Advocacy Program. Since then, she has represented more than 250 CINC children, making 415 family team conferences and 1,275 court appearances on their behalf. She was nominated by Kevin Robshaw.
The Law Student Pro Bono Award was established three years ago by the Louisiana State Bar Association’s Access to Justice Committee. The award (supported by a stipend from the Louisiana Bar Foundation) recognizes law students from American Bar Association-accredited law schools in Louisiana who have demonstrated a dedication to providing legal services to the poor. Only one award is presented per law school.

• 2009 Recipient: Leslie K. Ziober
Leslie K. Ziober from Baton Rouge received a bachelor’s degree in mass communication from Louisiana State University and her law degree from LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center in May 2009. She plans to practice immigration law. She served as secretary/treasurer and pro bono chair of the Public Interest Law Society and coordinated three groups of LSU law students to volunteer at legal aid clinics to serve those affected by hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Ike. She organized a project for LSU law students to develop a handbook to guide laypersons and attorneys in expunging criminal records. She interned at Montana Legal Services Association and worked with the housing and consumer law unit. She also interned for immigration attorney Kenneth Mayeaux at Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge. She was nominated by LSU Law Center counselor Suzanne Bourgeois and by Louisiana Bar Foundation Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Fellows Caroline Johnson and Amanda Rogers.

• 2009 Recipient: Alison McCrary
Alison McCrary, a third-year law student at Loyola University College of Law, is the research assistant to Bill Quigley at the Gillis Long Poverty Law Center and the president of the Public Interest Law Group. She has volunteered more than 1,500 hours with the Southeast Louisiana Legal Services, St. Augustine’s Catholic Youth Organization, Fourth World Movement, Louisiana Voter’s Rights Network, Orleans Public Defenders’ Office, Workplace Justice Project, American Civil Liberties Union, Louisiana Justice Institute, National Lawyers Guild, Sisters of St. Joseph, Central City Youth Think Tank Against Violence and Mardi Gras Indian Council. In Brazil, she volunteered in the slums with the Instituto Dois Irmaos, Conectas Center for Human Rights, and the Palmares Institute for Human Rights. Prior to law school, she worked at the Capital Post-Conviction Project of Louisiana and interned at the United Nations in New York. This summer, she is working as an Ella Baker Fellow at the Center for Constitutional Rights, working on cases of international corporate accountability and human rights and representing the United States at the International Association of Democratic Lawyers Convention in Hanoi, Vietnam. She was nominated by Davida Finger of Loyola University College of Law.

• 2009 Recipient: Shelly E. Alexander
Shelly E. Alexander of Lafayette received a bachelor’s degree from Dillard University and a master’s of professional studies degree from Cornell University. She received her law degree from Southern University Law Center in May 2009. In 2007, she assisted the Louisiana Bar Foundation Equal Justice Works Legal Fellows with their project to research and develop the Louisiana Public Defender Immigration Handbook. In 2008, she received a Louisiana Bar Foundation Summer Fellowship Grant, which allowed her to work with Acadiana Legal Services in Lafayette, assisting with client intake, child custody disputes and Social Security claims. As an intern with Catholic Charities of Baton Rouge Immigration and Refugee Services, she has assisted with the representation of immigrant detainees. She has continued to represent immigrants as a student attorney in the LSU Law Center Immigration Legal Services Clinic. She was nominated by Louisiana Bar Foundation Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Fellows Caroline Johnson and Amanda Rogers.

• 2009 Recipient: Holmes Rackleff
Holmes Rackleff decided to attend Tulane University Law School while gutting houses in the 9th Ward of New Orleans in December 2005. Since moving to New Orleans in April 2006, she helped to create Tulane’s chapter of the National Lawyers Guild, coordinated annual efforts in the National Student Day Against the Death Penalty, spent a year volunteering at the Saturday free legal clinic at Common Ground Relief, spent three years volunteering at Entertainment Law Legal Assistance (ELLA), and participated in social justice events and demonstrations in and around New Orleans. Rackleff will move to New York City following her graduation and plans to design a grant-funded legal aid program in Brooklyn. She was nominated by Julie H. Jackson of Tulane University Law School.

The Louisiana State Bar Association assists its more than 20,000 members in the practice of law. The statewide association, as part of its multi-faceted mission, promotes and maintains access to justice initiatives for the state’s residents, assists the Louisiana Supreme Court in its regulation of the practice of law, upholds the honor of the courts and the profession, and supports programs that increase public understanding of and respect for the law.
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