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Focus on Access to Justice

Children’s Law Committee releases educational 
video for children in CINC cases

The Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s Children’s Law 
Committee released a new 
educational video to assist 

children entering the court system because 
of allegations of neglect and/or abuse. The 
film, titled “Who’s Looking Out for Me? 
An Introduction to the Court System,” 
provides a summary of the legal process and 
an explanation of each individual the child 
will encounter during the proceedings, such 
as a judge, lawyer, bailiff and case worker.

The film is designed specifically for 
children entering “Child in Need of Care” 
proceedings, which are initiated following 

an allegation of abuse or neglect against the 
child’s parent or caregiver. 

“Once ‘Child in Need of Care’ 
proceedings are initiated, it is the court’s 
responsibility to determine what is in 
the best interest of each child,” said 
Orleans Parish Assistant District Attorney 
Cherrilynne W. Thomas, who co-chairs the 
Children’s Law Committee. “That process 
can be frustrating and confusing, especially 
for young children. This video will help 
parents and attorneys explain the procedure 
to kids, and also encourage young people 
to make their voices heard in the process.” 

In addition to legal concepts, the film 

includes a tour of an actual courtroom 
and interviews and valuable insight from 
young adults who experienced this process 
when they were younger. “Obviously these 
issues are sensitive, and we are particularly 
grateful to the young adults in the film who 
were willing to share their personal stories 
and provide both encouragement and 
practical advice,” said 4th Circuit Court of 
Appeal Judge Sandra Cabrina Jenkins, who 
co-chairs the Children’s Law Committee. 

The film is available in both English and 
Spanish at www .lsba .org/childrenslaw/. For 
more information, email nicole.louque@
lsba.org.    

2015 Pro Bono, 
Children’s Law 

Awards nomination 
process open online 

The Louisiana State Bar 
Association (LSBA) Access 
to Justice Committee’s 
online nomination process 

is active for several 2015 pro bono 
awards, including the Friend of Pro 
Bono Award, the Pro Bono Publico 
Award, the Career Public Interest 
Award, the David A. Hamilton Lifetime 
Achievement Award, the Law Student 
Award and the Century Club Award.

Also, the LSBA’s Children’s Law 
Committee is accepting nominations 
for the Children’s Law Award.

Nominations must be received by 
4:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 20. For more 
information on the award categories 
and submission information, go to: 
https:/ /apps . lsba .org/nominations . 
Once there, log in as an LSBA member 
or guest.    

Self-Help Resource Centers are “trending” 
in the state: Sign up to volunteer!

In what’s becoming a trend both 
nationally and in Louisiana, 
“Self-Help Resource Centers” 
are now active in the 22nd and 

24th Judicial Districts. The centers for 
self-represented litigants offer legal 
information, referrals to local bar 
associations and legal aid organizations, 
and additional resources depending on a 
litigant’s legal issue.

In the 22nd Judicial District, services 
are available at 1005 Cleveland St. in 
Franklinton (directly across from the 
courthouse) from 9 a.m.-noon on the 
second and fourth Mondays of each 
month. This service is coordinated by 
the 22nd Judicial District Court and 
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services.

In the 24th Judicial District in 
Jefferson Parish, assistance is available 
on the second floor of the courthouse 
at 200 Derbigny St. in Gretna from 10 
a.m.-noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

This service is coordinated by the 
Louisiana Civil Justice Center (www .
laciviljustice .org). Attorneys interested 
in volunteering may sign up online: 
http://vols .pt/9MLhhd.

The Louisiana Civil Justice Center 
also coordinates a Self-Help Resource 
Center at Orleans Parish Civil District 
Court, 421 Loyola Ave., on the fourth 
floor. Services are available Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m.-noon 
and 1-3 p.m. Attorneys interested in 
volunteering may sign up online: http://
vols .pt/SXYeQt.

For more information on self-
help resources in the state, including  
assistance in your jurisdiction, email 
Louisiana State Bar Association 
Self-Represented Litigation Counsel 
Michael W. Schachtman at michael.
schachtman@lsba.org or go to  
www .lsba .org/atj/atjselfrepresentedlitigants .
aspx.   

► Need to know about cloud computing and the latest in legal technology?

► Want updates on substantive issues affecting the small offi ce practitioner?

► Want to network with other small offi ce practitioners?

► Want to bring your legal assistant at special pricing?

For more info, call (504)619-0138, or to 
register online or through a mail-in form, 

visit www.lsba.org/goto/2015Solo

  BREAKFAST AND LUNCH ARE INCLUDED, ALONG WITH A POPULAR THURSDAY NIGHT RECEPTION AT THE HOTEL.    

Nearly 50 national and regional speakers will speak on legal technology, law practice 
management, substantive law tips and forms, ethics, professionalism, marketing tips 

and more -- all tailored to the small offi ce practitioner. Exhibitors will also be on hand 
to answer your technology questions. Among this year’s featured speakers are:

Ari Kaplan, Esq., through his 
high-energy presentations, is all 
about upping your marketing game 
and getting the business end of 
your law practice humming. After 
practicing with fi rms in New York, 
he is now a leading industry analyst 
in the legal community. A prolifi c 
author, he has received several writing awards and 
served as a legal commentator for CNET Radio. He 
has been interviewed on CNN and other programs. 
Kaplan hails from the George Washington University 
Law School and earned his BA degree, magna cum 
laude, from Boston University. He is admitted to the 
bars in New York, New Jersey and Washington, D.C.

Michael Rubin delivers “must 
see” presentations which will 
leave you energized and informed. 
A man of many talents, he heads 
the Appellate Practice Team of 
McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC, and 
is a past president of the Loui-
siana State Bar Association, the 
Southern Conference of Bar Presidents, the Baton 
Rouge Bar Association and the Bar Association of 
the U.S. 5th Circuit. He is the author, co-author and/
or contributing writer of more than a dozen legal 
books and more than 40 articles. He has written his 
fi rst novel (a legal thriller) titled “The Cottoncrest 
Curse.”

Catherine Sanders Reach, Chi-
cago Bar Association, Chicago, 
IL. A seasoned speaker and a pro-
lifi c author on legal technology 
matters, Catherine is the Director, 
Law Practice Management and 
Technology, Chicago Bar Associa-
tion.  She is on the Editorial Advi-
sory Board for Law Technology News, Law.com’s 
LegalTechnology and Law Practice Today. Armed 
with a master’s degree in Library and Information 
Studies from the University of Alabama, Tusca-
loosa, she was selected to be one of the inaugural 
Fastcase 50, celebrating 50 innovators, techies, vi-
sionaries, and leaders in the fi eld of law.

Small FirmSolo&
conference

     MARCH 19 & 20, 2015LSBA 8TH

   ANNUAL

ONLY  $250  until  Feb. 17, 2015  for  14  CLEs  including  breakfast  &  lunch

The Conference of the  Ye ar!

“Efficient. Effective. Excellent!” Priced Right – Relevant, Useful Topics – 
Your Entire CLE Requirement & Then Some!

        NEW, SEASONED 
         OR IN  BET WEEN,  

TH IS C O NFER ENC E 
IS FO R  YO U!

   Hilton Riverside Hotel, New Orleans, LA

http://www.lsba.org/childrenslaw/
mailto:nicole.louque@lsba.org
mailto:nicole.louque@lsba.org
https://apps.lsba.org/nominations
http://www.laciviljustice.org
http://www.laciviljustice.org
http://vols.pt/9MLhhd
http://vols.pt/SXYeQt
http://vols.pt/SXYeQt
mailto:michael.schachtman@lsba.org
mailto:michael.schachtman@lsba.org



