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Pro bono survey now active online:
Seeking input on statewide access to services

T

he Louisiana State Bar Association’s (LSBA) Access to Justice Department and Louisiana
pro bono projects are partnering with the American Bar Association
(ABA) to gather information concerning pro bono access throughout the state.
Learn more and take the online survey at:
www.lsba.org/goto/ATJSurvey
All LSBA members are encouraged to complete the survey, regardless
of whether they have volunteered time
to pro bono cases within the past year.

The survey, designed and administered
by the ABA, will help to quantify and recognize the pro bono work done by attorneys, as well as help define the factors that
encourage or discourage pro bono service.
All respondents who complete the survey and choose to provide their contact information will be entered into a drawing to
win one of several prizes — 10 $200 gift
cards; 10 30-percent LSBA CLE discount
coupons; and one tuition waiver for the
2017 LSBA Summer School Program during the LSBA’s Annual Meeting in Destin,
Fla.

LIFT accepting applications for New
Orleans Family Justice Center Project

A

pplications will be accepted
until Feb. 1 for the Louisiana
State Bar Association LIFT
Program’s (Legal Innovators
for Tomorrow) collaborative project at
the New Orleans Family Justice Center.
Louisiana licensed attorneys with zerofive years’ practice experience who plan
to develop or have begun to develop a solo
or small law practice and are committed to
representing survivors of domestic violence
are encouraged to apply. Learn more and
apply: www.lsba.org/lift/.

Nominations sought for awards

T

he Louisiana State Bar Association’s Access to Justice Department is currently accepting nominations for the 2017 Pro Bono
Publico and Children’s Law Awards to be
presented at a Louisiana Supreme Courthosted reception in May.
The award categories include the Friend of
Pro Bono Award, the Pro Bono Publico Award,
the Career Public Interest Award, the David A.
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Hamilton Lifetime Achievement Award, the
Law Student Award and the Children’s Law
Award. All awards recognize the legal professionals who have gone “beyond the call of
duty” to provide pro bono services to the poor
or assisted with children’s legal issues.
Nominations will be accepted until 4:30
p.m. Friday, Feb. 17. To submit nominations,
go to the LSBA Access to Justice’s website:
www.lsba.org/ATJ.

More LSBA
attorney volunteers
sought for
participation in
LA.FreeLegalAnswers.org

T

he new online pro bono website LA.FreeLegalAnswers.org
connects low-income individuals with attorneys. Through the
website, attorney volunteers are able to
log in whenever and wherever they like
and anonymously respond to legal questions submitted by individuals who could
not otherwise afford to consult an attorney.
Via this outreach, the Louisiana State
Bar Association is seeking to register
at least 100 attorney volunteers to more
broadly advertise the site to the public.
The American Bar Association
provides malpractice insurance for any
legal advice given through the site.
In order to qualify for the site, users
must meet certain income eligibility
requirements —must be age 18 or older;
not currently in jail or prison; have a
household income within 250 percent of
the federal poverty guidelines; and have
less than $5,000 in assets.
The LSBA is partnering in this initiative
as another means to expand legal services
to the poor or working poor in the state
who currently cannot be assisted by the
established civil legal aid community for
various reasons — federal restrictions on
income eligibility; restrictions on accepted
case types; and/or logistical challenges in
accessing legal services.
To volunteer or learn more, go to the
LSBA’s Access to Justice webpage, www.
lsba.org/atj. Or contact Rachael Mills
with the Access to Justice Department at
(504)619-0104 or email rachael.mills@
lsba.org.

Focus on Access to Justice

