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MODERATOR:  

Valerie T. Schexnayder • Schexnayder Mediation Services, LLC • Baton Rouge 

  

  

  

MONDAY, MARCH 16 – 4.5 CLE Credits, including Professionalism    
  

7:30-8:00 a.m.  

Registration  
  

8:00-9:00 a.m. - (1 credit)  

The Basics of Workers Compensation for the Non Workers Comp Lawyer 

Shannon S. Dartez • Glenn Armentor Law Corporation • Lafayette   

  

9:00-10:30 a.m. - (1.5 credit)  

Forgotten or Ignored Rules of Evidence 

Moderators: Hon. James E. Kuhn (ret.) • Attorney at Law • Ponchatoula 

  J. Mike Veron • Veron Bice, LLC • Lake Charles 

  James M. Garner • Sher Garner Cahill Richter Klein & Hilbert, LLC • New Orleans 

Panelists: Hon. John H. Smith • 23rd Judicial District Court • St. Amant 

  Hon. Wilson E. Fields • 19th Judicial District Court • Baton Rouge 

  Brett L. Bajon • Mayhall Fondren Blaize • Baton Rouge 

   

   

  

10:30-10:45 a.m.  

Break  

  

10:45-11:45 a.m. - (1 credit; Professionalism)  

Why is the Perception of Lawyers and Judges So Out Of Whack and What Can Be Done? 

Barry H. Grodsky • Taggart Morton, LLC • New Orleans 

    

 

11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. – (1 credit) 

Louisiana Supreme Court: A Year in Review 

Prof. Ronald J. Scalise • Tulane University Law School • New Orleans 

Prof. Sally B. Richardson • Tulane University Law School • New Orleans   
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TUESDAY, MARCH 17 – 4.5 CLE credits, including Ethics  

  

8:00-9:00 a.m. - (1 credit)  

Calm is Leverage: Handling Legal Gaslighting Without Escalation  

Collin R. Melancon • Mansfield, Melancon, Cranmer and Dick • Baton Rouge 

Brad Cranmer • Mansfield, Melancon, Cranmer and Dick • Baton Rouge  

 

9:00-10:30 a.m. - (1.5 credit)   
Update On Insurance Law And New Penalty Provisions 
Moderator: Hon. James E. Kuhn (ret.) • Attorney at Law • Ponchatoula 

  Somer G. Brown • Cox, Cox, Filo, Camel & Wilson, LLC • Lake Charles 

Panelists: Michael J. deBarros • Kean Miller, LLP • Baton Rouge 

  Robert J. Ellis, Jr. • Bivalacqua, Gele and Ellis, LLC • New Orleans 

  Taylor L. Anthony • District Attorney’s Office • Amite  

  James P. Layrisson • Parker Layrisson Law Firm • Ponchatoula  

  Hon. Erika W. Sledge • 21st Judicial District Court • Amite 

   

10:30-10:45 a.m.  

Break  

 

10:45-11:45 a.m. - (1 credit; Ethics)  

Ethics Jeopardy  
Edward J. Walters, Jr. • Walters, Thomas, Cullens LLC • Baton Rouge  

 

11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. - (1 credit)   

Toxic Torts – Class Actions v. Mass Actions v. Individual Cases 

Lawrence J. Centola • Martzell, Bickford & Centola • New Orleans 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 – 4 CLE Credits; Including Professionalism 

  

8:00-9:00 a.m. - (1 credit)  

Understanding Foundations and Nonprofits 

Bradley J. Tate • Sternberg, Naccari & White, LLC • New Orleans 

  

9:00-10:00 a.m. - (1 credit)  

Declaration of Independence, How It Came About and Its Relevance Today 

Hon. Raymond S. Steib, Jr. • 24th Judicial District Court • Gretna 

  

10:00-10:15 a.m.  

Break  

  

10:15-11:15 a.m. - (1 credit; Professionalism)  

State of the Profession 

Curtis R. Joseph Jr. • Blanchard, Walker, O'Quin & Roberts • Shreveport 

 

11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. - (1 credit)  

TBA 

Hon. Kelly E. Balfour • 1st Circuit Court of Appeal • Baton Rouge 

 

 


