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2017 Four Corners Seminar Speaker Faculty* 
*Covington (Cov.), Lake Charles (LC), West Monroe (WM) and Shreveport (S’Port) 

 
Eric K. Barefield (LC, WM, S’Port) is Ethics Counsel for the LSBA. A graduate of Louisiana State University Paul M. Hebert 
Law Center, Barefield began his professional career as an Assistant District Attorney in Orleans Parish. He also served as 
Deputy Disciplinary Counsel with the Office of Disciplinary Counsel and was responsible for investigating and prosecuting 
violations of the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct. He joined the LSBA staff, working first with the Practice 
Assistance Program’s alternatives to discipline. He coordinated the launch of the LSBA’s Law Office Management 
Assistance Program and the Solo & Small Firm Conference and now focuses on the Ethics Advisory Service. 
 
Craig Bayer (LC) is an award-winning technology consultant who sets up professional services firms for stress-free 
efficiency and productivity. His company Optiable is a productivity-centered technology service provider helping Law Firms, 
Engineering Companies, Financial Advisors, and other Professional Service Companies create more efficient firms. 
Optiable is certified in all the systems needed to keep up with high-paced firms, and offers step-by-step support when 
choosing and implementing those systems. 

Austin Benton (LC, WM, S’Port) is an attorney at the firm of Benton, Benton & Benton. Austin primarily practices in the 
areas of family and personal injury.  In addition to practicing law, Austin is the owner of Ayla, which is a legal software 
company that Louisiana judges and attorneys have chosen to automate their petitions, letters, and judgments.  

Ashley Flick (WM, S’Port) is Professional Liability Loss Prevention Counsel for the LSBA and is employed by Gilsbar, LLC, 
in Covington, Louisiana.  She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Southeastern Louisiana University and earned her 
Juris Doctor degree from Loyola University College of Law.  Prior to joining Gilsbar, she practiced law for an insurance 
defense law firm in Covington, La. She lectures often on ethics as part of Mandatory Continuing Legal Education 
requirements for attorneys licensed to practice law in the State of Louisiana.   

Shawn L. Holahan (Cov., LC, WM, S’Port) is the Practice Management Counsel for the LSBA, and administers the LSBA’s 
fee dispute arbitration program.  A former member of the ABA LP Division’s Publishing Board, its State and Local Outreach 
Committee and the ABA’s TECHSHOW Planning Board, she is also the former Chair of the Practice Management Advisors 
of North America.  Prior to her position at the bar, she was a partner with a medium sized law firm in New Orleans (labor 
and employment matters primarily) and had completed two federal clerkships in the USDC. (E.D. La.).  She also assists 
lawyers in the process of choosing tech that is appropriate for their particular practice area.   

Michael E. Holoway (Cov.), a partner with Milling Benson Woodward LLP, focuses his litigation practice on insurance 
coverage, insurance defense, products liability, premises liability, construction liability, and auto liability.  Born and raised in 
Michigan, he graduated from Tulane University School of Law and then made Louisiana his home. He is a member of the 
Committee on the Profession and the Practice Assistance and Improvement Committee for the LSBA. He is also the Chair 
of the LSBA’s Mentoring Subcommittee.   

Richard P. Lemmler, Jr. (Cov., LC, WM, S’Port) is Ethics Counsel for the LSBA and is responsible for the development 
and day-to-day administration of the LSBA’s lawyer advertising filing and evaluation process.  A frequent presenter on legal 
ethics and lawyer advertising topics; he has written several articles for the Louisiana Bar Journal.  Before joining the LSBA 
staff, he practiced law in New Orleans for 14 years as a solo general practitioner.  He also served two consecutive three-
year appointments to the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board, first as a lawyer member of a hearing committee and then 
as chair of a hearing committee.   

Chuck Lowry (Cov.) is a sales representative with Fastcase, the member benefit for research offered by the LSBA to its 
members as the member benefit for research.  The Fastcase database is designed to permit users to find cases and 
statutes, run searches and sort, share and organize their results effectively.  Prior to coming to Fastcase, Chuck held 
editorial, sales, marketing and product development positions at Matthew Bender, Lexis, Kluwer Law International and 
American Lawyer Media.  He lives in New York City.  

Clarence Allan (Hap) Martin III (WM) is a member in the Monroe firm of Shotwell, Brown & Sperry, A.P.L.C. He holds a 
BS degree in civil engineering from Louisiana Tech University and his law degree from the Louisiana State University Paul 
M. Hebert Law Center. A former member of the LSBA’s House of Delegates, Hap represents the Seventh Board District on 
the LSBA’S Board of governors.  He is a member of the American Arbitration Association, serving on the Commercial 
Arbitration Panel and the Construction Arbitration Panel. He also is a master emeritus of the Fred Fudickar Inn of Court.  
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Craig Mordock (Cov.) is a criminal defense attorney and trial lawyer in New Orleans. He was a former senior felony 
prosecutor at the Orleans Parish District Attorney's Office where he obtained the first conviction for human trafficking in the 
State of Louisiana. He has defended several high profile clients including former American League Cy Young Award winner 
Denny McClain. He is also the legal for the ABC affiliate in New Orleans, WGNO and regularly comments to the media on 
criminal justice issues in New Orleans. His twitter handle is @CJMordock.  

Gayle O’Connor (LC) is a legal technology consultant with 20+ years’ experience.  Currently working as the Marketing 
Manager at Social Evidence, a cloud-based application designed to collect, organize, and analyze information from specific 
social media sites, Gayle was with Degan, Blanchard and Nash, an insurance defense firm in New Orleans, Gayle has been 
a former trial technician for federal public defenders, a marketing director for legal software providers and has taught legal 
research at law schools.  She has been a featured speaker at American Lawyer Media LegalTech Events, ABA 
TECHSHOW, Online World, Special Libraries Association, Glasser LegalWorks, Washington State Paralegal Association, 
National Business Institute, ABA Litigation Section Meetings, local Bar Associations throughout the U.S. and international 
organizations such as the Law Society of British Columbia and the New Zealand Law Society.  

Tom O'Connor (LC) is the Senior ESI Consultant at Advanced Discovery, an international e-discovery company. A 
recognized speaker and writer in the area of computerized litigation support systems and electronic discovery, he is the 
author of several books.in the field, most recently EDiscovery for Small Cases, published by the ABA.  He graduated from 
The Johns Hopkins University with a BA in Political Science and later earned a J.D. degree from a small non-descript 
evening program in the Boston area. He currently resides in New Orleans. 

Ebubé N. Okoli  (WM, S’Port) is a Reference Attorney and Outreach Supervisor at Fastcase Inc., in Washington, D.C. He 

began as a technical adviser, systems engineer and network administrator.  Now focusing on technology and law, Ebubé 

has worked both domestically and internationally with foreign governments and companies. His work focuses on showing 

attorneys how to do better, smarter, and faster legal research through Fastcase, which utilizes the latest in search 

technology for highly efficient legal research. Ebubé attended The Virginia Commonwealth University, Kairos Leadership 

Institute, New York City College of Technology, and Brooklyn Law School.  

Darrel J. Papillion (LC) is a partner at Walters, Papillion, Thomas, Cullens, LLC in Baton Rouge. He handles complicated 
wrongful death and personal injury cases.  He has been an adjunct law professor at the Paul M. Herbert Law Center, 
Louisiana State University for 15 years.  He is a former President of the Baton Rouge Bar Association and is currently 
President of the LSBA for the year 2016-2017.  He is a graduate of Louisiana State University and the Paul M. Herbert 
Law Center, Louisiana State University. He a lso  served as a Judicial Clerk to Justice Catherine D. Kimball, former 
Chief Justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court.   

Nisha Sandhu (Cov.) is a contract attorney for Gilsbar, L.L.C. in Covington.  A law school graduate from Loyola University 
New Orleans College of Law, she received her BA in history from the University of Chicago.  She also practices appellate 
law in the Greater New Orleans area. She is a member of the LSBA, and gives lectures on ethics as part of Mandatory 
Continuing Legal Education requirements for attorneys licensed to practice law in the State of Louisiana.   

Joseph L. “Larry” Shea, Jr. (S’Port), former president of the LSBA and a partner in the Shreveport office of the law firm 
of Bradley Murchison Kelly & Shea, LLC. An LSU law graduate, he has served as Chair of the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary 
Board and the LSBA’s Ethics Advisory Service Subcommittee and as a member of the Rules of Professional Conduct 
Committee, and the Ethics 2000 Committee. An adjunct professor of business law at Centenary College, he is licensed to 
practice in Louisiana and Texas.  He is a member of the American Board of Trial Advocates, National Institute of Trial 
Advocates and the Harry V. Booth and Henry A. Politz American Inn of Court.   

Todd Slack (Cov.) is an attorney with the Huber, Slack, Thomas & Marcelle law firm.  He has a general litigation practice 
with an emphasis in business, technology and personal injury.  He has an undergraduate degree in Computer Science and 
worked in that field before he graduated from Loyola Law School.  He also holds a Master’s Degree in Digital Forensic 
Science, studying the interplay between law and technology.   

 
 


