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SPEAKER BIOS 
as of 2/22/19 

 
 
Rachel Anderson, a graduate of the University of California at Davis School of Law, is the current Chair of the 
LSBA’s Solo and Small Firm section. Rachel didn't plan on being a bankruptcy lawyer, but the economy landed 
her in a boutique bankruptcy firm and she hit the ground running, with consumer and Chapter 11 work. Except 
for a criminal law clerkship year at the Louisiana Supreme Court, she has represented bankruptcy clients ever 
since. Board-certified in consumer bankruptcy by the Louisiana Board of Legal Specialization and the American 
Board of Certification, she is a member of the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys and the 
National Association of Consumer Advocates. Rachel feels fortunate every day to be a consumer advocate, and 
is particularly interested in assisting clients with insurmountable student debt. 
 
Ellen Barrett Artopoeus is a member of Barrett Title, LLC and Ellen Barrett Artopoeus, LLC, both in Metairie, 
La. Her experiences with Ozanam Inn, and Strive, Inc. which places disabled adults into employment and the 
Pro Bono Project round out her long career as a solo practitioner. She also served the Governor’s Elder Law 
Task Force in 2006-07. An avid sailor, she was the vice commander of the New Orleans Yacht Club. With an 
undergraduate degree from Tulane and her JD from LSU, she is also an active member of the LSBA’s solo and 
small firm section.   
 
Craig Ball hails from Texas but now calls New Orleans home. A Texas board certified trial attorney, he is an 
expert in digital forensics, emerging technologies, visual persuasion, electronic discovery, and trial tactics. A 
founder and instructor of the Georgetown University Law Center E-Discovery Training Academy, he also teaches 
Electronic Discovery and Digital Evidence at the University of Texas School of Law. An energetic speaker at 
CLE programs throughout the world, he speaks on computer forensics and electronic evidence to multiple courts, 
law enforcement and security agencies. His articles frequently appear in the national media. He authored for 
American Lawyer Media an award winning column, “Ball in your Court” which focused on computer forensics 
and e-discovery, and still pens a popular blog of the same name at ballinyourcourt.com.  

Eric K. Barefield is Ethics Counsel for the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA). A graduate of Louisiana 
State University Paul M. Hebert Law Center, Barefield began his professional career as an Assistant District 
Attorney in Orleans Parish. He later served as Deputy Disciplinary Counsel with the Office of Disciplinary Counsel 
and was responsible for investigating and prosecuting violations of the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct. 
He joined the LSBA staff in 2005, working first with the Practice Assistance Program’s alternatives to discipline. 
Eric is responsible for the LSBA’s Ethics Advisory Service which is comprised of attorneys across the state along 
with Ethics Counsel and provides confidential non-binding ethics opinions to Louisiana licensed attorneys.   

Craig Bayer is the founder of Optiable, a company which assists law firms in choosing and setting up document 
management software. For over 15 years, Craig has provided law-related technology consulting, and has worked 
with hundreds of law firms, small and large (one user to over 50 users). Craig, with his thorough knowledge of 
technology matched with his straight forward manner, is invited often to deliver presentations to bar associations 
around the state. His mantra:  Provide advice based always on what’s best for the client, even if it winds up being 
a solution that he doesn’t provide. 
 
 

http://ballinyourcourt.com/
http://optiable.com/
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Austin Benton is a practicing attorney at the law firm of Benton, Benton & Benton. Austin focuses his practice 
on family law, successions, and personal injury. He is also the founder of the tech company Ayla, LLC which 
builds document automation systems for law firms in Louisiana and around the United States. Ayla works with 
over 100 law firms in Louisiana, and is responsible for designing and building the document automation systems 
utilized by McGlinchey Stafford.  
 
Troy Bell is a litigator and member of Courington, Kiefer & Sommers law firm in New Orleans and focuses on 
environmental, toxic tort, mass tort, construction and personal injury defense. He has served as an administrative 
law judge for the City of New Orleans. Active in the community, he is a mentor to disadvantaged youth, a coach 
at area playgrounds and a member of his church’s male chorus. He has an undergraduate degree from Loyola 
University, and his law degree from Southern University Law Center where he was an associated editor of the 
law review.  
 
Erica Birstler is the Director of Strategic Communications at CosmoLex, an all-in-one cloud-based legal practice 
management, billing & trust accounting system designed for solo and small law firms. Her business 
administration degree and her near decade of experience in the legal software industry allows her to cater to the 
specialized tech needs of small to mid-sized law firms. She has given numerous presentations across North 
America on legal technologies and strategy in the areas of law practice management, cloud computing, and legal 
billing & trust accounting compliance. 
 
Suzanne Bourgeois is an Assistant Attorney General in the Gaming Division.  She focuses on licensing and 
compliance, responds to public records requests, and is the Program Manager for the Problem Gambling 
Resource Services program. Ms. Bourgeois earned a bachelor’s degree in Child, Family and Consumer 
Sciences from Nicholls State University and her Juris Doctor from the Paul M. Hebert School of Law at Louisiana 
State University.  
 
John Browning, a shareholder and civil litigator in the Dallas law firm Passman & Jones, is an author and 
speaker on social media and the law. An adjunct professor at three law schools, John’s work has been cited by 
courts throughout the US. He is often quoted as a leading authority on social media and the law by such 
publications as The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, TIME magazine, the National Law Journal, the 
ABA Journal, and WIRED magazine.  He is also a frequent legal analyst for the Fox and CBS affiliates in Dallas. 
A member of the Professional Ethics Committee for the State Bar of Texas, he is the Chair-elect of its Computer 
& Technology Section. 
 
Yolanda Cezar is the head of the Screening Division of the Office of Disciplinary Counsel of the Louisiana 
Attorney Disciplinary Board. She is charged with reviewing and analyzing all written complaints, and making the 
initial determination of those warranting disciplinary investigation or diversion to alternative disciplinary action. 
Prior to this position, Yolanda served over eleven years as a deputy disciplinary counsel where she investigated 
thousands of misconduct complaints, successfully prosecuted hundreds of serious misconduct cases and 
presented numerous oral arguments before the Louisiana Supreme Court. A graduate of Southern University 
Law Center, she is also a former law clerk for Felicia Toney Williams, Chief Judge of the 2nd Circuit Court of 
Appeal.  

 

Ronald Chichester is a solo practitioner in Texas, a certified computer forensic examiner and an expert witness 
on cryptocurrencies, trade secret misappropriation, copyright infringement, corporate espionage, cyber security 
and computer crimes. He is also licensed to practice in the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. Before law school, 
Ron was an aerospace engineer and employed as a propulsion engineer with McDonnell Douglas and General 
Dynamics on the AV-8B Harrier, the F-15, the F-16 and the X-30, where he first applied AI to aircraft design.  Ron 
is also a developer of automation software for the practice of law. He is also the past chair of the Computer & 
Technology Section and the Business Law Section of the Texas Bar. 
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Dane C. Ciolino is a law professor at Loyola University College of Law, and the editor of the weblog Louisiana 
Legal Ethics and the book Louisiana Legal Ethics: Standards and Commentary (2015). He is also engaged in a 
limited law practice and in law-related consulting, principally in the areas of legal ethics, lawyer discipline, judicial 
discipline, and federal criminal law. His practice includes handling disciplinary matters before the Louisiana 
Supreme Court, the Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board, and the Louisiana Judiciary Commission, legal 
malpractice cases, lawyer disqualification matters, and legal fee disputes. He also consults and serves as an 
expert witness in the fields of legal ethics, legal fees, and the standards of conduct governing lawyers.  
 
Anthony M. Dileo is an attorney-arbitrator-mediator. A graduate of Tulane Law School, he also received an LLM 
from Harvard Law School, after which he was a law clerk to United States District Judge Alvin B. Rubin and 
subsequently John Minor Wisdom of the United States Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. He is a member of the 
arbitration or mediator panels of The American Arbitration Association, the International Center for Dispute 
Resolution, FINRA, the American Health Lawyers Association. He has arbitrated or mediated hundreds of 
disputes throughout United States. He is a lifetime member of the American Law Institute and is an Adjunct 
Professor at Tulane Law School where he has taught Advanced American Arbitration. 
 
Amy Duncan is Access to Justice Training and Projects Counsel at the LSBA and coordinates legal training for 
legal services providers. Her projects include: Online Modest Means Legal Directory, connecting low to moderate 
means residents with attorneys offering affordable legal services; Legal Innovators for Tomorrow (LIFT) 
Program, a statewide legal incubator for new attorneys to assist the development of public interest-focused solo 
law firms; and the Re-Entry Program which help legal aid workers reduce clients’ barriers after incarceration. 
She earned her J.D./M.B.A. from Loyola University College of Law and her undergraduate degree from LSU. 

 
David Jefferson Dye, is a solo practitioner who focuses his practice on natural resource and environmental 
matters, and breach of fiduciary duty claims. "Car-free" since Hurricane Katrina, Jeff is certified as a League 
Cycling Instructor (LCI) by the League of American Bicyclists. He holds a BS in vertebrate zoology from the 
University of Memphis and a Master of Environmental Management degree from Duke University. Jeff worked 
as an environmental scientist for a natural gas pipeline company before earning his JD from Tulane University, 
where he studied Louisiana Civil, environmental, and maritime law and was on the Tulane Maritime Law Journal. 
 
Davidson S. Ehle, III, is an experienced criminal defense litigator with numerous “not guilty” verdicts 
in Jefferson, St. Tammany, and Orleans criminal courts, state and federal. A former assistant district attorney for 
the Parish of Jefferson, he was also the director of the Louisiana Crime Laboratory Study which analyzed 
comprehensively every crime laboratory in Louisiana, Virginia, and Florida, including the FBI's as well. His 
undergraduate degree is from LSU and law degree is from Mississippi College School of Law. In 2007, he started 
his solo practice and in 2017, joined forces with Joe Marino to form Marino & Ehle LLC where he now practices.    

Ingeuneal C. Gray, an Attorney-Arbitrator-Mediator with over 17 years of legal experience, is the vice president 
for the commercial division of the American Arbitration Association (AAA). She interacts with the AAA’s clients 
who file large complex commercial cases and the panelists who serve as arbitrators and mediators in Louisiana 
and Mississippi, and in Houston. Before joining the AAA, she ran the ICG Law Firm, PLLC, in Houston for eight 
years, which focused on business development and compliance as well as conflict prevention.  The firm also 
focused on alternative dispute resolution for government contracts, commercial, construction, and employment-
law related matters. 

http://lalegalethics.org/
http://lalegalethics.org/
http://lalegalethics.org/louisiana-legal-ethics-book/
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Barry H. Grodsky is the current president of the LSBA and a partner in the New Orleans firm of Taggart Morton, 
L.L.C. He is also a member of the LSBA’s Budget Committee, the Bar Governance Committee and its Fee 
Arbitration Panel. He coordinates several law school professionalism programs for the Bar and is a recipient of 
the ABA’s Smythe Gambrell Professionalism Award on behalf of the Committee on the Profession. He has also 
served as the editor of the Louisiana Bar Journal, chaired the Committee on the Profession and has served on 
the Continuing Legal Education Committee. He received the LSBA’s President’s Award in 2008 and 2010 and 
the Bar’s Outstanding Service Award in 2013-14. He is an instructor at Tulane University which gave him its a 
Teacher Recognition Award in 1993. A Tulane University Faculty Fellow from 2000-02, he received the 
Distinguished Faculty Award in 2016. 
 
Al Harrison is a licensed patent attorney practicing intellectual property law in Houston. A past chair of the 
Computer and Technology Section, he is also the recipient of its “Lifetime Achievement Award” (but intends to 
keep living for a lot longer). Al chairs the e-Commerce, Data Privacy & Cyber Security Committee of the Texas 
State Bar’s Business Law Section and serves on its Professionalism and Advertising Review Committees. He’s 
also a council member of the ABA Solo, Small Firm and General Practice Division, and chairs the Resource 
Center and Intellectual Property Committees.  
 

Reginald A. Hirsch is a native Houstonian and solo practitioner in Texas. Board certified in family law, Reggy 
was an early adopter of technology into his law practice. So much so, he has written numerous articles and has 
delivered countless CLE topics on emerging technologies and their impact on the law. He is particularly 
interested in the erosion of privacy rights. An active member in Texas bar organizations, he is the CLE Chair for 
the Computer and Technology Section for the Texas Bar. The law permeates Reggy’s private life as well - he 
married a lawyer and his daughter is a lawyer as well.  

Shawn L. Holahan is the Practice Management Counsel for the LSBA, and administers the LSBA’s fee dispute 
arbitration program.    A former member of the ABA LP Division’s Publishing Board and that ABA’s TECHSHOW 
Planning Board, she is a member of the ABA LP’s State and Local Outreach Committee. She is also a former Chair 
of the Practice Management Advisors of North America. Prior to her position at the bar, she was a partner with a 
medium sized law firm in New Orleans (labor and employment matters primarily) and had completed two federal 
clerkships in the USDC (E.D. La.). A frequent speaker on law office management and technology, she has also 
written related articles in the Louisiana Bar Journal and other publications. She is the author of Hanging Out Your 
Shingle, Louisiana Style. 

Eric Johnson was an insurance defense attorney from 1995 through 2016, the last thirteen years of which he was 
a partner with Porteous, Hainkel & Johnson in Baton Rouge. Eric left the practice to manage his startup research 
and media service, InCode Research, L.L.C., developer of CompQuantum.com. Eric obtained a bachelor of science 
degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and his J.D. from the University of 
Colorado School of Law.  He is married to Bridget Alexander Johnson of Donaldsonville, LA, has a marvelous son, 
Shea Johnson who graduated from ULL in 2018 and two beautiful step-daughters, Laney King of Baton Rouge and 
Morgan Joffrion of Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

Mark Lanterman is the Chief Technology Officer of Computer Forensic Services. Before entering the private 
sector, Mark was a member of the U. S. Secret Service Electronic Crimes Taskforce. He has 28 years of security 
and forensic experience and has testified in over 2000 cases. Mark is on faculty for the Federal Judicial Center 
in Washington, D.C., the National Judicial College in Reno, Nevada, the University of Minnesota and the Mitchell 
Hamline Law School. Mark is also a professor in the cybersecurity program at the St. Thomas School of Law in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He has provided training in digital evidence, computer forensics and cyber security to 
the United States Supreme Court. He has also presented to the 8th and 11th Circuit Federal Judicial 
Conferences as well as numerous State Judicial Conferences across the United States. Mark completed his 
postgrad studies in cybersecurity at Harvard University and is certified as a Seized Computer Evidence Recovery 
Specialist (SCERS) by the Department of Homeland Security. Mark is also a member of the Minnesota Lawyers 
Professional Responsibility Board. A sought after speaker, Mark also provides frequent commentary regarding 
cyber-security issues for national print and broadcast media, including ABC, Al Jazeera, Bloomberg, 
Businessweek, CBS, Fox News, NBC, the New York Times, NPR, and the Wall Street Journal. 
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Andrew Legrand is the founder of Spera Law Group, LLC, a cloud-based and paperless law firm in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. The firm proactively guides business owners around legal pitfalls...and helps them out when they fall in. 
The firm has been recognized in Forbes, New Orleans City Business, and Business Insider, among others. 
SuperLawyers honored him as a Rising Star among Business and Corporate Attorneys 5 years running. As a tech 
nerd with a law license, Andrew has presented at the American Bar Association's TECHSHOW, ClioCloud9 
Conference, and multiple CLE seminars presented by the Louisiana State Bar Association. 
 
Richard P. Lemmler, Jr. has been Ethics Counsel for the LSBA since May 2002 and has been responsible for 
the development and day-to-day administration of the LSBA’s lawyer advertising filing and evaluation process 
since its inception. He frequently presents CLE on legal ethics and lawyer advertising; he has written several 
articles for the Louisiana Bar Journal. Before joining the LSBA staff, he practiced law in New Orleans for 14 years 
as a solo general practitioner. He also served two consecutive three-year appointments to the Louisiana Attorney 
Disciplinary Board, first as a lawyer member of a hearing committee and then as chair of a hearing committee.   
 
Andrew Lilly is a solo practitioner and litigator in New Orleans. An LSU law graduate, he started his practice in 
a medium sized law firm, handling commercial, bankruptcy, and oil & gas litigation. In 2012, he opened his own 
office and continues to represent and advise a diverse base of business clients. He has been a board member 
of the New Orleans Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, the (National Board) Younger Lawyers Division of 
the FBA, and he is a former member of the LSBA’s Legislation Committee.  
 
Phillip M. Lynch, Jr., has practiced law for over 30 years in the New Orleans area.  He focuses on successions, 
real estate matters, and family law issues. In 1996, he was elected Justice of the Peace, serving two six year 
terms in Ward Four of St. Tammany Parish. He was also Captain of Professional Standards and a Staff Attorney 
for the St. Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office. A former president of the Greater Covington Bar Association, he 
serves the LSBA’s House of Delegates, and its MCLE Committee. A former reserve deputy in Calcasieu, East 
Baton Rouge, and St. Tammany Parishes, he is a POST Certified Law Enforcement Officer and a reserve deputy 
marshal with the Denham Springs Marshal’s Office. He is also a concealed carry firearms instructor.  

Angelina Marcellino is a Certified Internal Auditor (CIA) and is the Forensic Auditor position for the Office of the 
Disciplinary Counsel. She has also qualified as an expert witness in the field of Forensic Auditing. A 2012 graduate 
of LSU in accounting, she also completed the LSUCIA (Center for Internal Auditing) program, a leading internal 
audit program in the world. 
 
Maddy Martin is the head of growth and education for Smith.ai, which provides law firm communication services, 
including virtual receptionist & intake service, web chat, and Keypad cloud phone system. Spending the last 
decade growing tech startups from New York to California, she has expertise in digital marketing, small business 
communications, lead conversion, email marketing, SEO & content marketing, social media, comarketing, 
affiliate programs, and event marketing. She delivers Cle presentations to state and local bar associations and 
speaks often on the topics of law practice management, law firm responsiveness, professional responsibility, 
technology and automations, and ethics, especially related to marketing, digital media, and client 
communications.  Connect with Maddy on LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/madelainemartin. 

Elizabeth S. Meneray is the founding member of the New Orleans firm, Meneray Family Law, L.L.C. Liz’s 
practice is dedicated to family law, including adoption, divorce, child custody, child and spousal support, and 
community property matters. A family law mediator trained in collaborative divorce practice, she is a regular 
speaker on family law and professionalism topics for the LSBA and has provided legal commentary on the 
ongoing legal battle between actress Sofia Vergara and her frozen embryos for The Times Picayune and for 
KTVI, Fox2 News in St. Louis, Missouri. Her peers consider her a top family law attorney, as featured in New 
Orleans Magazine; and since 2017 Liz has been designated a “rising star” by Super Lawyers Magazine. A New 
Orleans native with many community interests, Liz has hosted an all vinyl jazz program on WWOZ radio for the 
past 17 years. 

http://speralaw.com/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/carminegallo/2012/05/31/why-todays-grads-will-become-tomorrows-greatest-innovators/#5307fa082101
http://neworleanscitybusiness.com/blog/2016/03/09/qa-spera-law-group-founder-owner-andrew-legrand-on-the-benefits-and-challenges-of-his-paperless-office-free-firm/
http://www.businessinsider.com/real-stories-behind-the-law-school-crisis-2012-4?op=1
http://profiles.superlawyers.com/louisiana/new-orleans/lawyer/andrew-legrand/cd93f47f-637b-45d1-8c50-a91c3a802b0e.html
https://smith.ai/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/madelainemartin
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Donald J. Miester, Jr. is the chair of Taggart Morton's appellate practice section, a frequent speaker on appellate 
practice and an active member of the solo and small firm section of the LSBA. He has been lead counsel for 
appeals and writs in every Louisiana circuit, the United States Fifth and Eleventh Circuit Courts, the Supreme Court 
of Louisiana, and the United States Supreme Court. An experienced trial attorney, he has also handled complex 
commercial cases at the district court level. He has also served as law clerk to United States District Judges F.A. 
Little, Jr. and Mary Ann Vial Lemmon. A lifelong New Orleanian, he hails from Jesuit High School, and Tulane 
University for his undergraduate and law degrees. 
 
Rachael Mills is the Projects Counsel for the LSBA’s Access to Justice (ATJ). She administers the online pro 
bono website and the LA.FreeLegalAnswers.org.  She also works with the ATJ’s Developing Leadership Intern 
Program and the LSBA's Legal Services Disaster Response plan. She received her law degree from LSU and 
her undergraduate degree from George Washington University, after which she moved to New Orleans as an 
AmeriCorps Volunteer.  

 
Gayle O’Connor, a legal technology consultant with 30 years’ experience, was recently named as an Honoree 
in the 5,000 strong membership of Women in eDiscovery. Previously the marketing manager at Social Evidence, 
a cloud based application, and at Degan, Blanchard and Nash. She is also a former trial technician for the federal 
public defenders, a marketing director for numerous legal software providers and has taught legal research at 
several law schools.  Additionally, she has been a featured speaker at American Lawyer Media LegalTech 
Events, ABA TECHSHOW, Special Libraries Association, Washington State Paralegal Association, National 
Business Institute, ABA Litigation Section Meetings, local Bar Associations throughout Louisiana and the U.S., 
and international organizations. Most recently, Gayle co-founded the new Gulf Coast Chapter of Association of 
Certified E-Discovery Specialists (ACEDS), which will begin activities in 2019. 

Tom O’Connor of Gulf Coast Legal Technology Center is a nationally known expert, consultant, speaker and 
writer on computerized litigation support systems. A New England native (now New Orleans “native”) with an 
undergraduate degree in political science from The Johns Hopkins University and a JD degree, he supports 
complex litigation with his expertise on technology issues. He has been appointed by various federal and state 
courts on cases involving large amounts of electronic evidence. His expertise is also sought for negotiating ESI 
exchange protocols. A co-author of the award winning article, “In Katrina’s Wake,” he is also the author of The 
Automated Law Firm: A Guide to Computer Systems and Software and The Lawyers Guide to Summation and 
EDiscovery for Small Cases, both published by the ABA. Tom’s professional accolades include the inaugural 
Betsy Ann Reynolds Award for Excellence in Litigation Support from the Litigation Support Leaders Conference 
and the inaugural Scarpitti Award for Professional Achievement from the Masters Conference. 

 
Michael Peck, is an attorney and certified mediator who practices farm and ranch, probate, oil and gas, and 
criminal law in and around LaGrange, Fayette County, Texas, where he now lives. He previously served as 
regional counsel for Kellogg Brown & Root in Bagdad, Iraq. Retired from the US Naval Reserve as a LCDR 
(Intelligence) and as a NCIS agent, he is also a past chair of the Computer and Technology Section of the Texas 
Bar. When not practicing law, he plays with computers and technology, and is active in his local rotary club and 
a local community radio station KTIM. 
 
Robert A. “Tony” Ray litigates throughout Texas from his DFW area base and limits his practice to inheritance 
disputes. He also writes for blogs, including TexasInheritance.Com, InheritanceLaws.Info and 
TexasAntiSlapp.Com. Tony is a past chair of the State Bar of Texas Computer & Technology Section and a past 
ex-officio member of the Texas Supreme Court’s Judicial Committee on Information Technology.  No stranger 
to New Orleans, he completed his first year of law school at Loyola in New Orleans before graduating from SMU 
Law School, Dallas. 
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Hon. Xavier Rodriguez, a former Texas Supreme Court Justice, currently serves as a United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Texas. Prior to assuming the bench, he was a partner in the international law 
firm of Fulbright & Jaworski (now known as Norton Rose Fulbright).  He is a member of The Sedona Conference 
Judicial Advisory Board and serves as an adjunct professor of law at the St. Mary’s University School of Law.  In 
2017, he received the State Bar of Texas Gene Cavin Award for Excellence in CLE, recognizing his long-term 
contributions to continuing legal education.                                                                
 
Conrad Saam is the founder of Mockingbird, an online marketing agency focused exclusively on the legal 
market. Called the “Gary V of Legal,” Conrad is the author of The FindLaw Jailbreak Guide, a Google Small 
Business Advisor and has held positions for various ABA’s Practice Management marketing committees. In his 
spare time, he enjoys publishing Cease and Desist letters from unscrupulous vendors called out for misleading 
the legal industry. Conrad is the proud owner of Zippy, the first and only chicken to be awarded the Lawyers of 
Distinction Top 10% Award, which recognizes lawyers willing to pay a $700 annual subscription to a plaque. 
 
Ryan M. Seidemann is the Section Chief of the Lands & Natural Resources Section, Civil Division, Louisiana 
Department of Justice, an adjunct professor of law at Southern University Law Center, and a death investigator 
for the West Baton Rouge Parish Coroner’s Office. He is currently enrolled as a doctoral student in the 
Department of Planning and Urban Studies at the University of New Orleans. He is also a Registered 
Professional Archaeologist.  Ryan is the author of more than 80 publications on cemeteries and human remains 
law, environmental and mineral law, and human skeletal biology. 
 
Buddy Stockwell is the Executive Director of the Judges and Lawyers Assistance Program (JLAP) and is a 
Certified Clinical Interventionist through training at the Betty Ford Center. Always on call, he assists bar 
applicants, lawyers, judges, and their family members. He speaks from personal experience as he has been in 
recovery from alcoholism for over thirty years. Prior to JLAP, Buddy had practiced law for many years in Baton 
Rouge. At some point, he decided to sell his law practice and home.  He and his wife then moved aboard a large 
catamaran and sailed the seas for six years.  This was a good fit considering his history in the US Navy on a 
Guided Missile Destroyer and his current service as a U.S. Coast Guard Licensed Captain.  Buddy earned his 
undergraduate and law degrees from LSU. 
 
David A. Szwak is a founder of the Shreveport firm Bodenheimer, Jones & Szwak. Active in the LSBA, he serves 
as the chair of Consumer Protection Section, and is a member of the Committee for the Profession and the 
Continuing Legal Education Committee. He is also a Senior Master member in the Harry V. Booth - Judge Henry 
A. Politz Inn of Court, Shreveport Chapter. Admitted to practice in all Louisiana state and federal district courts, 
he is also admitted in certain federal courts in Arkansas, Texas, Arizona, Michigan, Indiana. He is also admitted 
in the Federal Court of Claims, in the Court of Appeals for the Fifth, Eighth, Ninth and Eleventh Circuits, and in 
the Supreme Court of the United States. A litigator of consumer credit, privacy, defamation and fraud cases, he 
also provides expert witness services for Fair Credit Reporting Act and data and information privacy issues. 
 
Charlie Thomas is a New Orleans native, bicyclist, and partner in the law firm of Huber, Slack, Thomas & 
Marcelle. Charlie serves as Vice-President of the Bike Easy board and as an officer in the Bicycle Litigation 
Group of the American Association for Justice. He is also certified as a League Cycling Instructor (LCI) by the 
League of American Bicyclists. Charlie holds a B.B.A. from Texas A&M University and a J.D./B.C.L. from LSU. 
Before law school, Charlie raced in the USA Cycling Pro/1/2 classification and now rides for recreation as well 
as transportation.   
 
Mark I. Unger is a divorce lawyer, mediator and consultant in San Antonio, Texas. Integrating technology into 
his law practice since 1998, he recently launched Muse Legal Technology Consulting to help solos and small 
firms increase efficiency in their practices. He has presented on technology and family Law issues around the 
country, including at the ABA TECHSHOW in Chicago several times. Among other accolades, he has been 
recognized as one of San Antonio’s Best Lawyers (peer review) regularly since 2007, and is a member of 
the Fastcase 50 class of 2016. When not practicing law or playing with technology, he loves good restaurants 
and hangs out with his perfect dog Samantha.  

https://www.fastcase.com/fastcase50/?class=2016
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Kevin S. Vogeltanz (C) litigates civil and criminal cases in New Orleans. A solo practitioner who forgoes a 
support staff, Kevin handles each aspect of every case from engagement agreement to trial. By using technology 
and streamlined practices, Kevin not only provides his clients with excellent representation, but does so at a 
fraction of the overhead most firms incur. A cum laude graduate from the University of Arkansas, School of Law, 
he was recruited by one of New Orleans's top firms where he litigated maritime, oil & gas, and white-collar 
matters until 2012 when he left to start his own practice. 
 


