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Jason Anders, armed with a law degree from LSU Law School and an M.B.A. in Finance from Baylor University, he opened his solo 
practice in March 2019, where he focuses on business, contract, and succession litigation. Prior to hanging his own shingle, he was a 
partner with Montgomery, Barnett, Brown, Read, Hammond & Mintz, LLP, in the Business Practice Group.  He can be reached at 
jason@anderslawfirm.com 
 
Austin Benton is a practicing attorney at the law firm of Benton, Benton & Benton and focuses on domestic and civil litigation. He is 
also the owner of the legal technology company, Ayla, LLC. Ayla designs and builds document automation systems for practitioners of 
personal injury, family, successions, criminal, foreclosure, and commercial defense work. Ayla is utilized by firms located in Louisiana 
(including McGlinchey Stafford), New York, Texas, Florida, Mississippi, California, and Ohio. Austin works with over 100 law firms to 
assist in increasing productivity and decreasing the time required to generate simple and complex legal and administrative 
documents. Austin is also a member of the Access to Justice Technology Subcommittee.    
 
Nkoyo-Ene Effiong, a graduate of Brown University and the New York University School of Law, is the Director of Law Practice 
Management Program for the State Bar of Georgia. Prior to recently joining the State Bar, Nkoyo was the founder and principal 
attorney at The Effiong Firm LLC, which leveraged technology to offer practical and proactive legal and advocacy solutions through flat 
fee and subscription services. 

Donald J. Miester, Jr. is the chair of Taggart Morton's appellate practice section, a frequent speaker on appellate practice and an 
active member of the solo and small firm section of the LSBA. He has been lead counsel for appeals and writs in every Louisiana circuit, 
the United States Fifth and Eleventh Circuit Courts, the Supreme Court of Louisiana, and the United States Supreme Court. An 
experienced trial attorney, he has also handled complex commercial cases at the district court level. He has also served as law clerk to 
United States District Judges F.A. Little, Jr. and Mary Ann Vial Lemmon. A lifelong New Orleanian, he hails from Jesuit High School, and 
Tulane University for his undergraduate and law degrees. 

Sharon Nelson, a practicing attorney in Virginia and John Simek founded Sensei Enterprises, Inc. which provides digital forensics and 
cybersecurity services nationwide. Noted authors of several books on cybersecurity and technology for lawyers, Sharon and John have 
spoken at the LSBA’s Solo, Small Firm & TECH conferences and the LSBA’s COVID webinars last year as well as other LSBA seminars as 
well as for conferences nationwide, including the ABA’s TECHSHOW.  

Tom O’Connor of Gulf Coast Legal Technology Center is a nationally known expert, consultant, speaker and writer on computerized 
litigation support systems. A New England native (now New Orleans “native”) with an undergraduate degree in political science from 
The Johns Hopkins University and a JD degree, he supports complex litigation with his expertise on technology issues. He has been 
appointed by various federal and state courts on cases involving large amounts of electronic evidence. His expertise is also sought for 
negotiating ESI exchange protocols. A co-author of the award winning article, “In Katrina’s Wake,” he is also the author of The 
Automated Law Firm: A Guide to Computer Systems and Software and The Lawyers Guide to Summation and EDiscovery for Small 
Cases, both published by the ABA. Tom’s professional accolades include the inaugural Betsy Ann Reynolds Award for Excellence in 
Litigation Support from the Litigation Support Leaders Conference and the inaugural Scarpitti Award for Professional Achievement. 

John Simek is the vice president of Sensei Enterprises Inc., a managed IT service provider, digital forensics and managed cybersecurity 
firm in Fairfax, VA. With a national reputation as a digital forensics technologist, he has testified as an expert witness throughout the 
U.S. With degrees in engineering and an MBA, he is a Certified Information Systems Security Professional and an EnCase Certified 
Examiner. He is also a certified ethical hacker, Certified Handheld Examiner, Certified Novell Engineer, Microsoft Certified Professional 
+ Internet, Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer, NT Certified Independent Professional, and a Certified Internetwork Professional. He 
currently provides IT support to hundreds of Washington, DC area law firms, legal entities and corporations. He is a co-host of the 
Legal Talk Network podcast “Digital Detectives,” a co-author of numerous ABA books (including Locked Down: Practical Information 
for Lawyers Second Edition, Locked Down: Information Security for Lawyers,  Information Security for Lawyers and Law Firms, The 2008-
2020 Solo and Small Firm Legal Technology Guides) and a contributing author of eDiscovery, Third Edition (Pennsylvania Bar Institute, 
2014). He is a frequent author and speaker on cybersecurity, legal technology and electronic evidence throughout the country. 
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