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Final CLE in statewide diversity 
series set for Sept. 30 in Alexandria; 

online registration open

The final CLE program in the 
statewide five-part diversity se-
ries is set for Wednesday, Sept. 
30, at the Parc England Hotel 

in Alexandria. Online registration opened 
on Sept. 9.

In partnership with the Louisiana Attor-
ney Disciplinary Board (LADB), the Loui-
siana State Bar Association (LSBA) Di-
versity Committee’s Diversity Integration 
Subcommittee coordinated the series of 
one-hour diversity seminars. New Orleans 
attorney Lynn Luker, with the Law Offices 
of Lynn Luker, L.L.C., and a frequent pre-
senter of LSBA diversity seminars, gath-
ered the team of LSBA facilitators to bring 
the seminar to more than 1,400 attorneys in 
five locations across Louisiana.

The fourth CLE in the series was July 

14 in Lafayette. Luker and Travis J. Brous-
sard, an attorney in the Lafayette firm of 
Durio, McGoffin, Stagg & Ackermann, 
facilitated the presentation on “Minimiz-
ing the Impact of Unconscious Bias in 
Decision Making.”

The first program in the series was in 
April in Shreveport, facilitated by attor-
ney I.J. Clark-Sam. In May, Administra-
tive Law Judge Kelly McNeil Legier and 
attorney Chauntis T. Jenkins spoke about 
generational differences to the attendees 
in Baton Rouge. In June in Kenner, attor-
neys Cherrilynne Washington Thomas and 
Luker discussed the impact of unconscious 
bias.     

For more information and to register 
online, go to: www .ladb .org.    

Lafayette attorney Travis J. Broussard, left, and 
New Orleans attorney Lynn Luker presented the 
fourth CLE in the diversity series in July in La-
fayette.

New Orleans attorneys Cherrilynne Washington 
Thomas, left, and Lynn Luker presented the third 
CLE in the diversity series in June in Kenner.

2015-16 Diversity Committee
Chair
Barbara B. Ormsby ...............................New Orleans
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Andrea M. Agee ....................................New Orleans
Denia S. Aiyegbusi ................................New Orleans
Marcus A. Augustine ................................... Pineville
Jeremy C. Babers .....................................Shreveport
Paul S. Balanon .................................Fort Worth, TX
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Terese M. Bennett .................................New Orleans
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George W. Britton III ....................................Monroe
Christine T. Bruneau .............................New Orleans
Kristen L. Burge ...................................... Mandeville
James D. Caldwell ................................Baton Rouge
I.J. Clark-Sam ..........................................Shreveport
Genia Coleman-Lee .............................Baytown, TX
Sandra Diggs-Miller ..............................New Orleans
Dana M. Douglas ..................................New Orleans
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Krystle M. Ferbos .................................New Orleans
Micah J. Fincher ....................................New Orleans
Chanelle N. Gaither ..............................New Orleans
Demarcus J. Gordon ..............................New Orleans
Scherri N. Guidry .......................................... Lawtell
Erin Guruli ............................................Baton Rouge
Kandace R. Hamilton ............................. River Ridge
Joseph H. Hart IV..................................New Orleans
Crystal M. Heine .............................................Gretna
Paul D. Hesse .................................................. Slidell
Nicholas J. Hite .....................................New Orleans
Mary Louise Jackson ...............................Shreveport
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Daisy G. Kane .......................................New Orleans
Derrick D. Kee ..................................... Lake Charles
Arlene D. Knighten ...................................Hammond
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Malcolm X. Larvadain .............................Alexandria
Wayne J. Lee .........................................New Orleans
Kelly McNeil Legier .............................New Orleans
Luis A. Leitzelar ....................................Baton Rouge
Kellen J. Mathews .................................Baton Rouge
Claire McDaniel-Ojeh ...........................New Orleans
David D. Meyer ....................................New Orleans
Fr. Lawrence W. Moore, S.J. .................New Orleans
Elena M. Perez .............................................Metairie
John K. Pierre ........................................Baton Rouge
Patsy A. Randall ..........................................Carencro
Deidre D. Robert ..............................................Glynn
Michael R. Robinson ............................New Orleans
Chantell M. Smith ................................ Lake Charles
Hon. Max N. Tobias, Jr. ........................New Orleans
James T. Tran ............................................Covington
Emily C. Trostle ....................................New Orleans
Rolando R. Urbina ................................Baton Rouge
Diana E. Velez ......................................... Mandeville
Corinne E. Warren .................................New Orleans
Lori A. Waters .......................................New Orleans
John A. Womble ...........................................Metairie
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Check the LSBA’s Diversity webpage for 
more information www .lsba .org/diversity.

► Thursday, sepT. 24 • CLe
“Introduction to Special Needs Planning”

A three-part CLE series focusing on 
disabilities-related legal issues. This pro-
gram is for those interested in best serv-
ing clients with special needs and their 
families. Presenter is Carole Cukell Neff. 
Sponsored by the LSBA Diversity Com-
mittee’s Pipeline to Diversity and Out-
reach Subcommittee and the LSBA Le-
gal Services for Persons with Disabilities 
Committee.

Registration fee: $25 (lunch included).
Event times: Registration, 11:30 a.m.-

noon; program, noon-1 p.m.
CLE credit(s): 1.0 hour professional-

ism credit (pending approval).
Location: Louisiana Bar Center, 601 

St. Charles Ave., New Orleans.
Online registration: www .lsba .org/cle.

►Thursday, OCT. 8 • cle 
“The Impact of Obergefell v. Hodges: 

What Does the Future Hold?”
Discussion on issues resulting from 

the Supreme Court ruling on Obergefell 
v . Hodges, adoption, divorce, estate plan-
ning and employer benefits. Presenters 
are Ryan P. Delaney, Scott J. Spivey and 

Rachel W. Wisdom. Sponsored by the 
LSBA Diversity Committee’s LGBT Di-
versity Subcommittee.

Registration fee: Free.
Event times: Registration, 2-2:30 

p.m.; program, 2:30-4:30 p.m.; reception 
immediately following.

CLE credit(s): 2.0 hours professional-
ism credit (pending approval).

Location: Louisiana Bar Center, 601 
St. Charles Ave., New Orleans.

Online registration: www .lsba .org/cle.

► Friday, NOv. 6 • reCepTiON 
Reception in honor of American Bar 

Association President Paulette Brown
Presented by GNO Martinet, LSBA, 

AWA, Baton Rouge Martinet and the 
Louisiana Judicial Council. 

Event time: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Location: Louisiana Supreme Court, 

400 Royal St., New Orleans, 4th Floor 
Courtroom.

For more information, email Dana M. 
Douglas, dmdouglas@liskow.com.

► Friday, NOv. 6 • CLe 
“Navigating the Troubled Waters of 

Immigration”
Addressing the challenges of immi-

gration at the national and state level, 
the problems related to Unaccompanied 

Alien Children, the detention of foreign 
nationals and how to effectively represent 
foreign nationals, and the intersection of 
immigration and litigation. Presenters are 
Graham Bateman, Kathleen C. Gaspar-
ian and Emily C. Trostle.

Registration fee: $35.
Event times: Registration, 9:30-10 

a.m.; program, 10 a.m.-noon.
CLE credit(s): 2.0 hours professional-

ism credit (pending approval).
Location: Cook Hotel and Conference 

Center, 3848 West Lakeshore Dr., Baton 
Rouge.

Online registration: www .lsba .org/cle.

► Thursday, NOv. 12 • reCepTiON

Reception for New Orleans area 
New Admittees

Event time: 5-6:30 p.m.
Location: Louisiana Bar Center, 601 

St. Charles Ave., New Orleans.
RSVP by Nov. 5 to outreach@lsba.org. 

► Friday, MarCh 4, 2016 • CONCLave

“Diversity and Inclusion: Moving 
from a “Foot in the Door” to a “Voice 
at the Table”

The ninth annual Conclave on 
Diversity in the Legal Profession.

Location: Hilton Baton Rouge 
Capitol Center, Baton Rouge.

  Upcoming LSBA Diversity Events

Stay tuned for more information!Di
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Smith serving as first African-American LYLA president
By L. Bianca Chretien

Dwazendra J. Smith believes that diver-
sity is an ongoing struggle. She recently was 
named the first African-American president 
of the Lafayette Young Lawyers Associa-
tion (LYLA). She has been a member of the 
organization since 2009 and has previously 
served in various capacities within LYLA. 

“I think being the first African-American 
president of LYLA is a true testament to how 
far we have come in the legal community 
with regards to diversity,” Smith said. “Con-
versely, it’s also a testament as to how far we 
need to go and the strides we need to make.” 

Smith, a 2009 graduate of Southern Uni-
versity Law Center, is an associate in the 

Lafayette firm 
of Davidson, 
Meaux, Sonnier, 
McElligott, Fon-
tenot, Gideon & 
Edwards, L.L.P. 
She received the 
Lafayette Bar As-
sociation’s Out-
standing Attor-
ney Award every 
year from 2010 to 
2013. In 2014, she received the Lafayette 
Bar’s Top LVL (Lafayette Volunteer Law-
yers) Award. She also is the recipient of the 
Louisiana State Bar Association’s (LSBA) 
Pro Bono Century Award in 2011, 2013 and 
2014, and the LSBA’s Pro Bono Publico 

Award in 2012 and 2015. 
Smith said her goal as LYLA president is 

to continue the successful work that LYLA 
has already accomplished through its ser-
vice programs, such as “Wills for Heroes.” 
She also plans to continue to help diversify 
LYLA, efforts she began prior to her presi-
dency. She’s done so by reaching out to 
young lawyers who may fly under the radar, 
especially those not in a traditional firm set-
ting. 

“I made it my mission to get people in-
volved in order to diversify,” Smith said. 
“As incoming president, I’ve informed a lot 
of young lawyers, especially African-Amer-
ican lawyers, about the board because they 
didn’t know about it. I encourage people to 
get involved.”    

Dwazendra J. Smith




