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________

ORDER

________

Acting in accordance with Article V, Sections 1 and 5 of the 1974 Louisiana Constitution, and the inherent power of this Court, and considering the need to amend Rule XIX of the Rules of this Court,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED THAT:
1.
Louisiana Supreme Court Rule XIX, Section 10(A)(6)-(8) is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 10.  Sanctions.
A. Types of Sanctions.  Misconduct shall be grounds for one or more of the following sanctions: . . .
(6) Pro bono legal services or other similar community services. With the consent of the respondent, a condition requiring the performance of a fixed number of hours of pro bono legal services or other similar community services may be included in connection with an order of diversion, admonition, reprimand, or a fully or partially deferred suspension, coupled with probation, which does not exceed one year and one day. The Chief Disciplinary Counsel and the Board Administrator shall adopt rules governing the pro bono/community service program, including, but not limited to, providing for the monitoring of the lawyers in the program, and shall maintain a list of the organizations which are approved to participate in the program.

(7) Upon order of the court or the board, or upon stipulation, restitution to persons financially injured.
(8) Limitation by the court on the nature or extent of the respondent’s future practice.

2.
Commentary to Louisiana Supreme Court Rule XIX, Section 10 is hereby added as follows:
Commentary of the Court to Accompany 
Order Dated August 27, 2026 Amending Rule XIX
The amendment to Supreme Court Rule XIX, Section 10(A)(6) creates the option of pro bono or community service as a condition in cases of relatively minor misconduct.  In doing so, the court strongly dispels any suggestion that pro bono legal service should be considered punitive in nature.  Rather, when used in this context, the imposition of a service condition allows the lawyer to acknowledge his or her misconduct by making a positive contribution to underserved persons in the community.   

The term “pro bono/community service” is not defined in the rule in order to preserve maximum flexibility in individual cases.  Such service may include actual legal representation through an indigent defender board or legal services bureau or may include providing support services to such agencies.  In general, the service requirement should be tailored to the lawyer’s professional skills to ensure maximum benefit to the community.

The rule expressly provides the condition may be imposed only with the consent of the lawyer.  This provision is added to prevent any potential conflict which might arise if the lawyer is forced to engage in an involuntary representation.  Typically, the condition should be imposed in conjunction with consent disciplinary proceedings in which the lawyer stipulates to a proposed sanction.  However, it may be imposed in non-consent proceedings if the lawyer is given the option of accepting a service condition in lieu of other discipline.   

The rule directs the disciplinary board to adopt procedures governing the service program, including monitoring the lawyer’s participation and completion of the required number of hours. The board shall also maintain a list of approved organizations.  Inclusion of an organization on the approved list shall not constitute an endorsement of that organization but shall only signify it meets the requirements to participate in the service program.  In order to be included on the approved list, the organization must agree to hold the disciplinary system harmless from any claims which may arise as a result of its participation in the program.  

This Rule change shall become effective upon signing and shall remain in full force and effect thereafter, until amended or changed through future Orders of

this Court.
New Orleans, Louisiana, this ________ day of August, 2026






FOR THE COURT:







____________________________________

John L. Weimer, Chief Justice
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