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of them, but was an abuse of discretion in 
failing to address them. Consequently, the 
appellate court amended the judgment to 
reinstate the awards in accordance with the 
hearing officer’s report, which had been 
adopted as an interim judgment.

Custody

State ex rel. Bushman v. Knapp, 16-0979 
(La. App. 4 Cir. 4/12/17), 216 So.3d 130.

The trial court granted Knapp’s rules 
for contempt against Bushman, denied 
Bushman’s rules for contempt against 
Knapp, and changed domiciliary custody 
from Bushman to Knapp. The court of 
appeal stated that, although it might have 
ruled differently, the record supported the 
trial court’s rulings. The court’s primary fo-
cus was that Bushman had shown a pattern 
of unwillingness to facilitate the child’s 
relationship with his father, had repeatedly 
thwarted efforts by the father to spend time 

with the child and had disregarded recom-
mendations, whereas Knapp showed a 
greater willingness and ability to facilitate 
the child’s relationship with the mother 
and to support the child both financially 
and through a family support system. The 
court of appeal found that there was much 
conflicting testimony but was unwilling to 
disturb the trial court’s credibility deter-
minations or evaluation of the testimony. 
Further, the trial court’s rejection of the 
custody evaluator’s opinion was supported 
by the record, particularly as the evalu-
ation was over a year old, Bushman had 
not revealed relevant information to the 
evaluator and her situation had changed 
in several respects between the date of the 
evaluation and the date of trial.

Final Spousal Support

Freeman v. Freeman, 16-0580 (La. App. 
1 Cir. 4/12/17), 218 So.3d 653.

The court rejected Mr. Freeman’s argu-
ment that the final spousal support being 
paid to Ms. Freeman was actually “dis-
guised child support” as it was set up to ter-
minate on the child’s graduation from high 
school. The court found that there was no 
evidence of an agreement to that effect, 
that she remained in need of final spousal 
support and that he had the ability to pay. 
Ms. Freeman was not required to deplete 
her assets in order to obtain final spousal 
support. The court rejected Mr. Freeman’s 
argument that she was underemployed be-
cause as a pre-school teacher’s aide she did 
not work year round as the court imputed 
income to her for the summer. The court 
also rejected his argument that the court 
erred in not considering her qualification 
for an earned-income tax credit as the 
court found the trial court had considered 
that credit.

The Louisiana State Bar Association/Louisiana Bar Foundation’s Community Action Committee is assisting the ‘WEEN 
DREAM program in the collection of new and/or slightly used Halloween costumes for children in need. 

Law firms, attorneys and legal professionals wishing to donate should drop off costumes at the Louisiana Bar Center, 601 St. 
Charles Ave., New Orleans, on Wednesday through Friday, Nov. 1-10, during business hours (8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.). 

Costumes may simply be placed in bags. There is no labeling or sorting process required. ‘WEEN DREAM volunteers 
will handle the sorting process and match the costumes to children for Halloween 2018. (Costumes that were donated after 

Halloween 2016 are being distributed to children for 2017.)
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