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1.0 Hour CLE credit 

 
This CLE will examine the history of the Louisiana State Bar Association in conversation with UNO Press editor-in-
chief Abram Himelstein, through a discussion of Professor Warren Billings’s new book, A Bayou Bar: The Louisiana 
State Bar Association, 1804-1941.  
 

Speaker 
 

 
Warren M. Billings, Distinguished Professor of History, Emeritus at the University of New Orleans, is a student of 
colonial Virginia and Louisiana law. At UNO Dr. Billings was a member and later Chairman of the History Department 
faculty from 1968 to 2005. He graduated A.B. from the College of William & Mary, A.M. from the University of 
Pittsburgh, and Ph.D. from Northern Illinois University. Widely published, his books include The Historic Rules of the 
Supreme Court of Louisiana, 1813–1879 (Lafayette, La., 1985), In Search of Fundamental Order: Louisiana’s 
Constitutions, 1813–1974 [ed.] (Lafayette, La., 1993), A Law Unto Itself?: Essays in the New Louisiana Legal History 
[ed.] (Baton Rouge, La., 2001), The Supreme Court of Louisiana: A Bicentennial Sketch (New Orleans, 2013), and An 
Unexpected Collector: The Making of An Historian’s Law Library (Austin, Texas, 2013). Dr. Billings holds honorary life 
membership in the British and Irish Association of Law Librarians and the Company of Fellows of the Louisiana 
Historical Association. The Louisiana Historical Association presented him with its Garnie W. McGinty Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2003. By order of the Supreme Court of Louisiana, he was designated Bicentennial Court 
Historian in March 2013. 


