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Nominations continued on page 2

Schexnayder, Johnson, Ashworth Nominated 
for LSBA Leadership Positions

Members Valerie T. 
Schexnayder of Baton 
Rouge and Adam P. Johnson 
of Lake Charles have been 

nominated for 2027-28 Louisiana State Bar 
Association president-elect and 2027-29 
LSBA secretary, respectively. The LSBA’s 
Nominating Committee formulated these 
recommendations on Aug. 20 and presented 
its report to the Board of Governors on Aug. 
21. The president-elect will automatically
assume the presidency in 2028-29.

Valerie Schexnayder is a mediator with 
Schexnayder Mediation Services, LLC, 
in Baton Rouge, after practicing for 35 
years with a large firm, a small firm and 
an international corporation in the areas of 
complex tort litigation and environmental 
litigation. Adam Johnson is a partner in 
The Johnson Firm in Lake Charles. 

The Young Lawyers Division (YLD) 
Council nominated Taylor B. Ashworth of 
Port Allen for YLD secretary for the 2027-28 
term. Current YLD Secretary Christina K. 
(Cristy) Chazan will automatically assume 
the post of 2027-28 YLD chair-elect.

Taylor Ashworth is an associate in the 
Baton Rouge office of Kean Miller, LLP 
and Cristy Chazan is an associate attorney 

with Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr & 
Smith in their New Orleans office.

Also nominated for two-year terms on 
the Board of Governors are Monica Hof 
Wallace from Loyola University College 
of Law, Donald W. North from Southern 
University Law Center and Amy E. Allums 
Lee from the Louisiana Law Institute. 

Self-Qualifying 
Period Opens Sept. 14 

and Ends Oct. 12

For the 2026-27 election cycle, 
balloting will be conducted electronically 
only, as approved by the LSBA Board 
of Governors and provided for in the 
Association’s Articles of Incorporation. 

No paper ballots will be provided.
On Monday, Sept. 14, notice of the 

action of the Nominating Committee and 
self-qualification forms for positions on 
the Board of Governors, LSBA House 
of Delegates, Nominating Committee, 
Young Lawyers Division and American 
Bar Association House of Delegates will 
be provided to the membership.

Deadline for return of nominations 
by petition and qualification forms is 
Monday, Oct. 12. First election ballots 
will be available to members on Monday, 
Nov. 2. Deadline for electronically casting 
votes is Monday, Nov. 16. 

According to the president-elect rotation, 

Adam P. Johnson Taylor B. AshworthValerie T. Schexnayder Christina K.  
(Cristy) Chazan
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the nominee must have his/her preferred 
mailing address in Nominating Committee 
District 2 (parishes of East Baton Rouge, 
Jefferson, Ascension, Assumption, East 
Feliciana, Iberville, Lafourche, Livingston, 
Pointe Coupee, St. Charles, St. Helena, St. 
James, St. John the Baptist, Tangipahoa, 
Terrebonne, Washington, West Baton 
Rouge and West Feliciana). 

According to the secretary rotation, 
the nominee must have his/her preferred 
mailing address in Nominating Committee 
District 3 (parishes of Lafayette, Acadia, 
Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Iberia, 
Jefferson Davis, St. Martin, St. Mary, 
Vermilion, Allen, Avoyelles, Evangeline, 
Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides, 
Sabine, St. Landry, Vernon,  Bossier, Caddo, 
Bienville, Caldwell, Catahoula, Claiborne, 
Concordia, DeSoto, East Carroll, Franklin, 
Jackson, Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, 
Ouachita, Red River, Richland, Tensas, 
Union, Webster, West Carroll and Winn).

Other Positions Open
Other positions to be filled in the 2026-

27 elections are:
Board of Governors (three-year terms 

beginning at the adjournment of the 2027 
LSBA Annual Meeting and ending at the 
adjournment of the 2030 LSBA Annual 
Meeting) — one member each from the 

Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Board Districts.
LSBA House of Delegates (two-year 

terms beginning at the commencement of 
the 2027 LSBA Annual Meeting and ending 
at the commencement of the 2029 LSBA 
Annual Meeting) — one delegate from 
each of the Twentieth through Forty-Second 
Judicial Districts; provided, that in every 
judicial district where there are more than 
three district judges, such judicial district 
shall be entitled to one additional delegate 
for each two additional judges; that in any 
district where this calculation results in a 
fraction, the number shall be rounded down. 

Nominating Committee (15 members, 
one-year terms beginning at the adjournment 
of the 2027 LSBA Annual Meeting and 
ending at the adjournment of the 2028 
LSBA Annual Meeting) — District 1A, 
Orleans Parish, four members; District 1B, 
parishes of Plaquemines, St. Bernard and St. 
Tammany, one member; District 2A, East 
Baton Rouge Parish, two members; District 
2B, Jefferson Parish, two members; District 
2C, parishes of Ascension, Assumption, East 
Feliciana, Iberville, Lafourche, Livingston, 
Pointe Coupee, St. Charles, St. Helena, St. 
James, St. John the Baptist, Tangipahoa, 
Terrebonne, Washington, West Baton Rouge 
and West Feliciana, one member; District 3A, 
Lafayette Parish, one member; District 3B, 
parishes of Acadia, Beauregard, Calcasieu, 
Cameron, Iberia, Jefferson Davis, St. Martin, 
St. Mary and Vermilion, one member; 
District 3C, parishes of Allen, Avoyelles, 

Evangeline, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, 
Rapides, Sabine, St. Landry and Vernon, one 
member; District 3D, parishes of Bossier 
and Caddo, one member; and District 3E, 
parishes of Bienville, Caldwell, Catahoula, 
Claiborne, Concordia, DeSoto, East Carroll, 
Franklin, Jackson, Lincoln, Madison, 
Morehouse, Ouachita, Red River, Richland, 
Tensas, Union, Webster, West Carroll and 
Winn, one member.

Young Lawyers Division Secretary 
(2027-28 term), nominee shall not be a 
resident of or actively practicing law in the 
parishes of Orleans, Jefferson, St. Bernard 
or Plaquemines, based on preferred mailing 
address. Petitions for nomination must 
be signed by 15 members of the Young 
Lawyers Division. Also to be elected, one 
representative each from the First, Second, 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Eighth districts 
(two-year terms).

American Bar Association House 
of Delegates (must be members of the 
American Bar Association) — three 
delegates from the membership at large. 
The delegates will serve two-year terms, 
beginning with the adjournment of the 
2027 ABA Annual Meeting and expiring at 
the adjournment of the 2029 ABA Annual 
Meeting, as provided in Paragraph 6.4(e) of 
the ABA Constitution.

For more information on the election 
procedures and the schedule, go to: www.
lsba.org/goto/elections.             



September 2026 Bar Briefs        3

Interested in an Appointed LSBA Leadership Position?

Several Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) House of Delegates seats received no qualifiers by the qualifying deadline. These 
positions will be filled by presidential appointment. Members interested in being considered for appointment to these positions should 
email LSBA Governance Coordinator Jen France at jen.france@lsba.org. Available positions are listed below.

House Resolution Deadline is Dec. 29 for 2027 Midyear Meeting

The Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s (LSBA) Midyear 
Meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday through Friday,  

Jan. 27-29, 2027, at the Renaissance Hotel  
in Baton Rouge. The deadline for submitting 
resolutions for the House of Delegates 

meeting is Tuesday, Dec. 29. (The House 
will meet on Friday, Jan. 29, 2027.)

Resolutions by House members and 
committee and section chairs should be 
mailed to LSBA Secretary Bradley J. Tate, 
c/o Louisiana Bar Center, 601 St. Charles 
Ave., New Orleans, LA 70130-3404. All 

resolutions proposed to be considered at 
the meeting must be received on or before 
Dec. 29. Resolutions must be signed by 
the author. Also, copies of all resolutions 
should be emailed (in MS Word format) to 
LSBA Governance Coordinator Jen France 
at jen.france@lsba.org.   

NEW MALPRACTICE 
POLICY WITH  
SPECIAL BUNDLED 
RATES AVAILABLE.  
Learn more at gilsbar.com/lsba-members-insurance-program

Endorsed by

LSBA House of Delegates (June 2026-June 2028 term)
► First Judicial District: 4 appointments pending.
► Second Judicial District: 3 appointments pending.
► Fourth Judicial District: 4 appointments pending.
► Fifth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Sixth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Eighth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Tenth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Twelfth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Thirteenth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Fourteenth Judicial District: 7 appointments pending.
► Fifteenth Judicial District: 4 appointments pending.
► Sixteenth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Seventeenth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Eighteenth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Nineteenth Judicial District: 4 appointments pending.

The following vacancies in the LSBA House of Delegates are 
also open for appointments.

LSBA House of Delegates (June 2025-June 2027 term)
► Twenty-First Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Twenty-Sixth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Twenty-Seventh Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Twenty-Eighth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Thirtieth Judicial District: 3 appointments pending.
► Thirty-First Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Thirty-Second Judicial District: 4 appointments pending.
► Thirty-Third Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Thirty-Sixth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Thirty-Seventh Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Thirty-Ninth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Forty-Second Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.      

http://gilsbar.com/lsba-members-insurance-program
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LSBA YLD 
Professional 
Development 

Seminar
The LSBA Young Lawyers Division 

will host its annual Professional 
Development Seminar on Thursday, Dec. 
3, 2026, from 8 a.m. to noon. This virtual 
program is tailored specifically for young 
lawyers seeking to enhance their skills, 
build confidence and strengthen their 
legal practice.

The seminar will offer up to four hours 
of CLE credit (pending approval) and 
features a dynamic lineup of speakers 
and sessions addressing topics essential 
to early-career attorneys. Registration 
is $50 and includes webinar access and 
electronic course materials.

This event is open exclusively to young 
lawyers. Mark your calendar and stay 
tuned for more details on programming 
and registration at www.lsba.org/YLD.    

Reminder: MCLE Compliance 
Deadline is Dec. 31, 2026

The deadline for earning mandatory 
continuing legal education 
credits is Dec. 31, 2026. The 
deadline for filing those credits 

or an exemption is Jan. 31, 2027.
For the 2026 compliance period 

ending Dec. 31, 2026, the limitation for 
computer-based CLE credits is set at 4 
hours annually (as defined in Rule 3(d) 
of LASC Rule XXX). This includes 
interactive live webcasts, webinars and 
on-demand recordings.

Members who turn 65 on or after Jan. 
1, 2026, are now required to complete 5 
hours of CLE each year, including 1 hour 
of ethics and 1 hour of professionalism. All 
5 hours may be earned through computer-
based programming. 

Louisiana State Bar Association members 
may review their transcripts online at the 
weblink below. Members are encouraged 
to check their records throughout the year 
to keep track of their compliance needs. 
Compliance deadline email reminders will 

be sent periodically throughout the calendar 
year from the email address, compliance@
lsbamembership.com. 

Attorneys who are experiencing undue 
hardship should email MCLE Director 
Mindi Hunter, mindi.hunter@lsba.org, 
about the mitigating circumstances. An 
attorney experiencing serious medical or 
other issues may qualify for a waiver or 
some degree of relevant assistance to help 
reach the compliance requirement for the 
year.

Members who choose to take a course 
that is not already approved for Louisiana 
CLE credit should be certain that the sponsor 
of the course is able to verify attendance. 
But there is no guarantee that the course will 
be approved for Louisiana credit. 

To review transcripts online, to search 
for Louisiana-approved CLE courses 
and for more information on Mandatory 
Continuing Legal Education, go to:  
www.lsba.org/MCLE/.           

Your billable hours 

just earned a bonus.

Get up to $100 per user while 

making time, billing, and 

payments easier to manage.

Get discount

https://go.timesolv.com/lp/louisiana-state-bar?channel1=Ad%20Buy&channel_type1=Banner%20Ad&campaign1=TS-louisiana-state-bar-$100-credit&content_topic=Time%20and%20billing&vendor=Louisiana%20Bar&utm_medium=Bar-briefs-ads-run-september&utm_source=Louisiana%20Bar.
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800-789-5159 | JDBANK.COM

WE’RE MORE
THAN A BANK.

WE’RE PARTNERS.
In the course of regular business, Lawyers may need 

to hold funds for retainers, settlement proceeds, court-
awarded damages, among other reasons. Using an 

IOLTA account – Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts 
– ensures any interest earned is paid to the Louisiana 

Bar Foundation, which is granted to support legal 
aid programs and other public service initiatives.

JD Bank’s IOLTA account gives attorneys the freedom and 
flexibility to deposit funds while taking care of the accounts’ 

interest being paid to the Louisiana Bar Foundation.

CHECKING ACCOUNT
JDIOLTA

Account Qualifiers: Registered with the Louisiana Bar Foundation and the 
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board

Maintain a JD Bank commercial checking account for your firm

https://jdbank.com/
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La. Supreme Court Adds Rule Addressing Bail 
Revocation Procedures

La. Supreme Court 
Amends Rule XXVII
The Louisiana Supreme Court has 

amended Rule XXVII to establish 
procedures for matters in which both a 
district attorney and the Louisiana attorney 
general are recused.

The amendment takes effect Aug. 1, 
2026. The amended Rule XXVII provides 
a procedure for referring a matter to the 
Supreme Court when both officials are 
recused. See the text of the rule by visiting  
the Louisiana Supreme Court website  at 
www.lasc.org/.    

La. Supreme Court Amends Rule XIX to Allow Pro Bono, 
Community Service in Certain Disciplinary Matters
 

La. Supreme Court 
Adds Commentary to 

Judicial Conduct Canon
The Louisiana Supreme Court has added 

commentary to Canon 3B(1) of the Louisiana 
Code of Judicial Conduct, providing 
examples of administrative conduct that may 
constitute a violation of the canon.

The list is expressly non-exclusive, meaning 
other conduct also could constitute a violation 
of Canon 3B(1). The commentary is intended 
to provide additional guidance regarding 
judges’ administrative responsibilities under 
the Code of Judicial Conduct.

The change becomes effective upon 
signing. Read more about it at www.lsba.org/
goto/2026lascjudicialcanoncommentary or 
on the Louisiana Supreme Court website at 
www.lasc.org.   

The Louisiana Supreme Court has 
adopted a new section of Rule XXVII to 
clarify procedures for implementing Article 
312.1 of the Louisiana Code of Criminal 
Procedure, which addresses bail revocation 
following certain subsequent felony arrests.

Article 312.1, enacted through Act 
354 of the 2026 Regular Session, requires 
revocation of bail in certain circumstances 
when a defendant who is already on bail for 
a crime of violence, sex offense or firearm-
related offense is subsequently arrested 
for an unrelated felony. The court noted 
that implementation of the law had created 
confusion, particularly regarding access to 
criminal history information across parishes 
and whether one court had authority to 
revoke bail set by another jurisdiction.

Under the new Rule XXVII, Section 4, 
a trial court is not required or authorized to 

revoke bail issued by another jurisdiction. 
Instead, when a court determining bail 
becomes aware that previously set bail in 
another jurisdiction may need to be revoked, 
notice must be sent to the appropriate 
prosecuting authority and court. The 
originating court must then conduct an 
inquiry and take appropriate action.

The rule also addresses situations in 
which law enforcement cannot immediately 
confirm an individual’s bail status outside its 
parish. In those cases, the court may schedule 
a contradictory hearing within 30 days rather 
than immediately revoking bail.

The rule takes effect Sept. 1, 2026. 
Read the order online at www.lsba.org/
goto/2026lascrulexxvii or more about it on 
the Louisiana Supreme Court website at 
www.lasc.org.     

The Louisiana Supreme Court has 
amended Rule XIX, Section 10, to allow pro 
bono legal services or similar community 
service to be included as a condition in 
certain lawyer disciplinary matters.

Under the amendment, a lawyer may 
agree to complete a fixed number of hours of 
pro bono legal service or other community 
service as a condition of certain disciplinary 
dispositions. The Chief Disciplinary 
Counsel and Board Administrator are 
directed to establish rules for monitoring the 

program and maintaining a list of approved 
participating organizations.

The service may include legal 
representation through an indigent defender 
board or legal services organization, as well 
as support services, and generally should be 
tailored to the lawyer’s professional skills. The 
amendment became effective upon signing. 

Read more about it at www.lsba.org/
goto/2026lascrulexix or on the Louisiana 
Supreme Court website www.lasc.org.  

Louisiana Supreme Court Responds to Thomson Reuters C-Track Cyber Incident
The Louisiana Supreme Court is 

monitoring a cybersecurity incident 
involving Thomson Reuters’ C-Track court 
case management system and has notified 
appropriate law enforcement authorities, 
the court announced Sept. 2.

West Publishing Corp., doing business 
as Thomson Reuters Court Management 
Solutions, provides C-Track case 
management software to courts across 
the country. Thomson Reuters announced 
Sept. 2 that a cyber incident had affected 
its C-Track environment. The Louisiana 
Supreme Court uses a customized version 
of the software for its internal case 
management system.

According to the court, documents, 
transcripts and pleadings are not stored 
within Thomson Reuters’ C-Track 
environment, which significantly reduces 
the potential for data exposure. The 
incident currently appears to involve data 
stored on Thomson Reuters servers, and 
there is no evidence that Louisiana’s own 
C-Track case management system was 
compromised.

Because Louisiana operates C-Track 
on premises, the court said it is “extremely 
unlikely” that personal information 
belonging to Louisiana residents was 
exposed. However, names of individuals 
involved in a small subset of confidential 

matters could potentially have been visible 
to those responsible for the incident. The 
court is cooperating with law enforcement 
and continuing to monitor the situation.

The incident also serves as a reminder 
for LSBA members to remain alert for 
cybercrime, particularly phishing attempts 
or other messages seeking passwords, 
financial information or access to accounts. 
Attorneys should be cautious of unexpected 
emails containing links or attachments, 
verify unusual requests through a trusted 
method of communication and promptly 
report suspicious activity.

More information about the Louisiana 
Supreme Court is available at lasc.org.   
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P: 866.367.8620  E: info@pattersonresolution.com  W: pattersonresolution.com

Solving Disputes 
One Piece at a Time

MEDIATION AND ARBITRATION OF COMPLEX DISPUTES

LBLS Board Certification Application Period Opens Nov. 1 
The Louisiana Board of Legal 

Specialization (LBLS) will be accepting 
applications for board certification in 
seven (7) areas — appellate practice, 
employment law, estate planning and 
administration, family law, health law, 
labor law and tax law from Nov. 1, 
2026 through Feb. 28, 2027. The LBLS 
is presently accepting applications for 
business bankruptcy law and consumer 
bankruptcy law certification from Jan. 1, 
2026, through Sept. 30, 2026.

In accordance with the Plan of Legal 
Specialization, a Louisiana State Bar 
Association member in good standing who 
has been engaged in the practice of law on 
a full-time basis for a minimum of five (5) 
years may apply for certification. Further 
requirements are that each year a minimum 
percentage of the attorney’s practice must 
be devoted to the area of certification 
sought, passing a written examination to 
demonstrate sufficient knowledge, skills 
and proficiency in the area for which 
certification is sought and five (5) favorable 
references. Peer review shall be used to 

determine that an applicant has achieved 
recognition as having a level of competence 
indicating proficient performance handling 
the usual matters in the specialty field. 
Please refer to the LBLS standards at 
www.lsba.org/documents/Specialization/
PlanofLegalSpecialization2025.pdf 
for the applicable specialty for a more 
detailed description of the requirements for 
application. 

In addition to the above, applicants 
must meet a minimum CLE requirement 
for the year in which application is made 
and the examination is administered:

► Appellate Practice –  
15 hours of appellate practice

► Employment Law –  
15 hours of employment law

► Estate Planning and 
Administration – 18 hours of estate 
planning and administration

► Family Law – 15 hours of family law
► Health Law – 15 hours of health law
► Labor Law – 15 hours of labor law
► Tax Law – 18 hours of tax law
► Bankruptcy Law – CLE is 

regulated by the American Board of 
Certification, the testing agency.

Approved specialization CLE courses 
may be viewed on the LBLS Approved 
Course Calendar at www.lsba.org/MCLE/
MCLECalendar.aspx?L=S .

With regard to applications for business 
bankruptcy law and consumer bankruptcy 
law certification, although the written 
test(s) is administered by the American 
Board of Certification, attorneys should 
apply for approval of the Louisiana Board 
of Legal Specialization simultaneously 
with the testing agency in order to avoid 
delay of board certification by the LBLS. 
Information concerning the American 
Board of Certification will be provided 
with the application form(s).

Anyone interested in applying for 
certification should contact LBLS 
Specialization Director, Mary Ann 
Wegmann, email  maryann.wegmann@
lsba.org, or call (504) 619-0128 for an 
application packet. For more information, 
please go to the LBLS website at www.
lsba.org/Specialization/.     

https://pattersonresolution.com/
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In 2026, Board Certified Specialists and 
Applicants Who Are 65 or Over May Earn All of 
Their Required Approved Specialization CLE 

Either in Person or Through  
“Computer-Based CLE” Credits

The Louisiana Supreme Court (LASC) 
amended Rule XXX of the Rules for 
Continuing Legal Education, modifying 
the long-standing age-based exemption for 
attorneys, by order dated Nov. 10, 2025. 
Under the revised  rule, attorneys who turn 
65 on or after Jan. 1, 2026, may earn all 
of their required CLE through computer-
based programming. See the official notice 
at www.lsba.org/documents/Publications/2
025MCLEOrderReAgeMCLE.pdf .

 Considering the Nov. 10, 2025 order 
of the LASC, the Louisiana Board of 
Legal Specialization (LBLS) approved 
board certified specialists and applicants, 
who are age 65 or older in 2026, earning 
their required hours of specialization CLE 
either in person or online in 2026. For 
the 2026 compliance period ending Dec. 
31, 2026, board certified specialists and 

applicants, who are age 65 or older in 2026, 
are no longer subject to the limitation on 
“computer-based CLE” at four (4) hours 
annually. “Computer-based CLE” includes 
interactive live webcasts, webinars and 
on-demand recordings. The LBLS did 
not change any of the required number of 
specialization CLE hours for board certified 
specialists, no matter what their age. Board 
certified specialists and applicants, younger 
than 65 years old, remain subject to the 
limitation on “computer-based CLE” at 
four (4) hours annually.

For further information, 2025-26 LBLS 
Board Chair Robert G. Levy explains CLE 
requirements for board certified specialists 
in 2026 at www.lsba.org/documents/Sp
ecialization/2026ApplicantsUnder65.
pdf. For more info visit www.lsba.org/
Specialization/.     

LBLS Accepting Bankruptcy Law Certification 
Applications Through Sept. 30

The Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization (LBLS) is accepting 
applications for certification in business 
bankruptcy law and consumer bankruptcy 
law through Sept. 30, 2026.

In accordance with the Plan of Legal 
Specialization, an LSBA member in good 
standing who has been engaged in the practice 
of law on a full-time basis for a minimum of 
five years may apply for certification. Further 
requirements are that, each year, a minimum 
percentage of the attorney’s practice must 
be devoted to the area of certification 
sought, and the attorney must pass a written 
examination to demonstrate sufficient 
knowledge, skills and proficiency in the area 
for which certification is sought and provide 
five favorable references. Peer review is used 
to determine that an applicant has achieved 
recognition as having a level of competence 
indicating proficient performance handling 
the usual matters in the specialty field. 
Refer to the LBLS Bankruptcy Law 
Standards for a detailed description of the 
requirements: www.lsba.org/Specialization/
BusinessBankruptcy.aspx?Area=Standards.

In addition to the above, applicants must 

meet a minimum CLE requirement for the 
year in which application is made and the 
examination is administered. For bankruptcy 
law, CLE is regulated by the American Board 
of Certification, the testing agency.

In regard to applications for business 
bankruptcy law and consumer bankruptcy 
law certification, although the written test(s) 
is administered by the American Board of 
Certification, attorneys should apply for 
approval of the LBLS simultaneously with 
the testing agency to avoid delay of board 
certification by the LBLS. Information 
concerning the American Board of 
Certification will be provided with the 
application form(s) and can be viewed at: 
www.abcworld.org.

For more information on the benefits of board 
certification, go to: www.lsba.org/specialization/
BusinessBankruptcy.aspx?Area=Letter.

Anyone interested in applying for 
certification should contact LBLS 
Specialization Director Mary Ann Wegmann, 
(504) 619-0128, (800) 421-5722, ext. 128, 
or email maryann.wegmann@lsba.org. For 
more information, go to the LBLS website: 
www.lsba.org/specialization/.   

https://louisiana-ai-cle.netlify.app/
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HOUSTON AUTO APPRAISERS
IACP Certified Auto Appraisal Services - Nationwide

Office: 1-877-845-2368
Cell: 832-279-2368

Roy@HoustonAutoAppraisers.com

1300 Rollingbrook Drive, Suite 406
Baytown, Texas 77521

HoustonAutoAppraisers.com

DIMINISHED VALUE APPRAISALS 
TOTAL LOSS APPRAISAL CLAUSE
LOSS OF USE CLAIMS / LOSS OF REVENUE 
INSURANCE POLICY APPRAISALS 
CERTIFIED BANK LOAN APPRAISALS 
DIVORCE / PROBATE / ESTATE APPRAISALS
LARGE LOSS CLAIMS OVER $1 MILLION 
IRS 8283 TAX DONATION APPRAISALS 
EVENT DATA RECORDER (EDR) DOWNLOADS

CAR DEALER FRAUD LAWSUITS 
COURT EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES 
RESTORATION SHOP LAWSUITS 
DTPA - DECEPTIVE TRADE PRACTICES ACT 
MAGNUSON-MOSS WARRANTY CLAIMS 
BREACH OF CONTRACT CLAIMS 
CONSUMER PROTECTION SERVICES 
DEALERSHIP OUT OF BUSINESS ISSUES 
CERTIFIED MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR 

BONDED TITLES & SURETY BONDS
TITLE TRANSFERS / ESCROW SERVICES
STANDARD PRESUMPTIVE VALUE (-$)
MECHANICS LIEN SERVICES
AUCTION TITLES / LOST TITLE ISSUES
ASSIGNED VIN NUMBER / CHASSIS NO’S
AUTO TITLE FRAUD / COD / LITIGATION
GRAY MARKET VEHICLE TITLE TRANSFER
BOAT / TRAILER / MOTORCYCLE TITLES

SERVICES INCLUDE

The LBF is Popping Up 
in Your Area! 

The Louisiana Bar Foundation (LBF) is taking its annual Pop Up 
Tour across Louisiana this fall, with stops planned in communities 
throughout the state.

LBF President Michael J. Mestayer, Foundation leadership and 
staff will participate in the events, which give attendees an opportunity 
to connect with local professionals and organizations working to 
address civil legal aid needs in their communities.

Each Pop Up event includes a meal and offers one hour of 
professionalism CLE credit. The programs are open to anyone 
interested and are offered at no cost.

The 2026 tour schedule includes:
►	Sept. 16 - Southwest Pop Up, Lake Charles
►	Sept. 17 - Acadiana Pop Up, Lafayette
►	Sept. 17 - Capital Area Pop Up, Baton Rouge
►	Sept. 30 - Northshore Pop Up, Madisonville (closed)
►	Sept. 30 - Greater Orleans Pop Up, New Orleans
►	Oct. 1 - Bayou Pop Up, Thibodaux
►	Nov. 4 - Central Pop Up, Alexandria
►	Nov. 5 - Northwest Pop Up, Shreveport
►	Nov. 5 - Northeast Pop Up, Monroe
Registration and additional information are available at 

raisingthebar.org/events-2/pop-up/.   

LSBA Francophone 
Section Participates in 
Revolutionary History 

Symposium
The LSBA Francophone Section will participate in a panel 

examining Louisiana’s role in the American Revolution on  
Oct. 9 at 2 p.m. at the Hilliard Art Museum on the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette campus. The program will be held during 
Festivals Acadiens et Créoles.

The panel, “Louisiana and the American Revolution: Rebellion, 
Resistance, and Cultural Survival,” will feature Warren A. Perrin, 
Lt. Gen. Russel Honoré, Russ Godwin and Michael Martin.

The discussion will explore Louisiana’s often-overlooked 
role in the Revolutionary era, including how Acadians, Creoles, 
Germans, Africans and Spaniards participated in resistance, 
armed struggle and regional defense and helped shape Louisiana’s 
distinctive culture.

Perrin is the chair of the LSBA Francophone section and chair 
of the Acadian Museum of Louisiana and served as president of 
CODOFIL from 1994-2010.      

https://houstonautoappraisers.com/
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Deadline: November 5, 2026
Nominations are open for the Louisiana State Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division (YLD) awards. To be eligible for consideration, 

individual nominees must be current members of the YLD (attorneys who had not yet reached the age of 40 or who had been admitted to 
the practice of law for fewer than five years as of July 1, 2026) and who are in good standing. Prior winners of an individual award  

(Top 40 – now Top Young Lawyers, Outstanding Young Lawyer – now Young Lawyer of the Year, Pro Bono, Professionalism) are not 
eligible to be considered for that award again. Prior finalists of individual awards are eligible to be nominated again. The YLD Council 

selects award winners from recommendations made by a committee of young lawyers appointed from throughout the state.

► Top Young Lawyers Awards & Young Lawyer of the Year. The Top Young Lawyers Awards, previously the Top 40 
Award, are given to the state’s top young lawyers. One lawyer will be recognized as the Young Lawyer of the Year, previously the 
Outstanding Young Lawyer Award. The Young Lawyer of the Year will be chosen from the submissions for the Top Young Lawyers 
Awards. (Top Young Lawyers Awards applicants will automatically be considered for Young Lawyer of the Year and do not 
need to separately apply.) In making award determinations, the YLD will consider the nominee’s professional accomplishments; 
the nominee’s exceptional contributions to the community, bar associations and the legal profession; the nominee’s leadership; 
and the nominee’s display of character, professionalism and ethics. Previous recipients of the Top 40 and Outstanding 
Young Lawyer Award are not eligible to receive the Top Young Lawyers and Young Lawyer of the Year, respectively. 

► Hon. Michaelle Pitard Wynne Professionalism Award. This award is given to a young lawyer for commitment and dedication 
to upholding the quality and integrity of the legal profession and consideration towards peers and the general public. The YLD will  
consider the nominee’s commitment to promoting respect for the legal system and profession by exhibiting the highest standards of  
competence, integrity, civility and ethics as well as a dedication to enhancing professionalism among lawyers.

► YLD Pro Bono Award. This award is given to a young lawyer for commitment and dedication to providing pro bono services  
in the community or the state beyond the nominee’s primary job requirements. The YLD will consider the nominee’s total number of  
pro bono hours per year; the impact of the nominee’s pro bono work; and the nominee’s ongoing contributions that have resulted  
in the increased access to legal services for Louisiana citizens.

► Outstanding Local Affiliate. This award is given to a local affiliate organization that has impacted the lives of young lawyers in an  
outstanding way. The YLD considers the organization’s service to the public; the organization’s service to the legal profession; the success  
of the organization’s initiatives that serve the public and the profession; any challenges that the organization overcame; the organization’s  
creative use of resources; the organization’s efforts to involve young lawyers in programming and services; and the organization’s 
commitment to inclusiveness and equity.

► Program of the Year. This award is given to an organization (bar association, firm or other entity) that has implemented an outstanding 
program or service that serves the public or the profession, enhances the lives of young lawyers, or was primarily planned by young 
lawyers. The YLD considers how the organization involves young lawyers; the organization’s impact on the public and/or profession; and 
the organization’s innovation, inclusiveness and success.

1. Fill out the LSBA Young Lawyers Division 2026 Awards Nomination Form by Nov. 5, 2026.  
The form asks why the nominee should be considered for the award and specifically addresses the award 
criteria. Additional attachments for all nominations are encouraged, including résumés, newspaper clippings, 
letters of support, and other materials pertinent to the nomination. Nominations should be detailed and 
thorough, as award selections are based solely on the information provided in the nomination packets.

2. Any nomination packet that is incomplete or not received by Nov. 5, 2026, will not be considered.

3. All finalists and winners will be recognized at the LSBA Young Lawyers Conference in Spring 2027.

For questions or more information, contact the Awards Committee Chair  
Jana Robinson at Jana.Robinson@drax.com or (318) 372-0382.

2

0

2

7 Award Nominations

LSBA 
Young Lawyers Division 

AWARD DESCRIPTIONS

TO NOMINATE A YOUNG LAWYER
NOMINATE  
ONLINE HERE

OR VISIT: 
www.lsba.org/yld

mailto:ventulanj@lsli.org
https://forms.fillout.com/t/iKXrpgf5YDus
https://www.lsba.org/yld
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AWARD DESCRIPTIONS

TO NOMINATE A YOUNG LAWYER

Financial Damage Analysis 

Discovery Assistance

Business Valuations

Expert Testimony

Insurance Claims

Commercial Litigation

Class Action Accounting 
&  Administration 

Fraud and Embezzlement 
Investigations

Seasoned.In a word, 

New OrleaNs 504.831.4949

NOrth shOre 985.246.3022

hOuma 985.868.0139

thibOdaux 985.447.5243

Our clIents have a hunger fOr results. 

This is why so many of Louisiana’s most prominent law firms choose to work with 

us. We offer an impressive menu of services and knowledge gained from many 

years of experience and serve up solutions when the unexpected arises. Give us 

a call and make a reservation – once you get a taste of exemplary service, you’ll 

be hooked. And there will always be room at our table for you and your clients.

LBF Names 2026-27 Community 
Partnership Panel, Committee Chairs

Louisiana Bar Foundation (LBF) 
President Michael J. Mestayer has appointed 
Fellows to chair the Foundation’s nine 
Community Partnership Panels and its 
standing committees and subcommittees for 
2026-27.

The Community Partnership Panels 
bring together LBF Fellows from regions 
throughout Louisiana to help identify and 
address civil legal needs in their communities.

“By addressing the civil legal needs of 
our population, we have the ability to effect 
real change,” Mestayer said. “We have 
the opportunity to right wrongs, to better 
people’s lives, and to seek true justice.”

The 2026-27 Community Partnership 
Panel chairs are Hon. Roya S. Boustany of 
Lafayette, Acadiana; Hon. Vanessa Guidry-
Whipple of Houma, Bayou Region; Deidre 
Deculus Robert of Baton Rouge, Capital 
Area; Allison P. Nowlin of Alexandria, 
Central; Thomas L. Colletta, Jr., of New 
Orleans, Greater Orleans; Ashley S. Herring 
of Monroe, Northeast; Patricia R. Bonneau 
of Mandeville, Northshore; Allison C. Foster 

of Shreveport, Northwest; and Hon. Cynthia 
Clay Guillory of Lake Charles, Southwest.

More information about the LBF 
Community Partnership Panels is available 
at raisingthebar.org/community-partnership-
panels/.

Mestayer also appointed chairs for the 
Foundation’s standing committees and 
development subcommittees.

Committee and subcommittee chairs are 
George D. “Dave” Ernest III of Lafayette, 
Communications and Education; Brooke C. 
Tigchelaar of New Orleans, Development 
Subcommittee — Gala; Monica M. Vela 
Vick of New Orleans, Development 
Subcommittee — Membership; Colleen C. 
Jarrott of Washington, D.C., Finance and 
Investment; Edmund J. Giering IV of Baton 
Rouge, Governance; Charles C. Bourque, Jr. 
of Houma, Grants; and Shayna L. Sonnier of 
Lake Charles, Grantee Audit & Training.

More information about 
LBF committees is available at  
raisingthebar.org/committees/.    

Save the Date:  
Annual LBF 
Gala Set for 

April 16, 2027
The Louisiana Bar Foundation (LBF) 

will hold its 41st Annual Gala on Friday, 
April 16, 2027, at The Roosevelt New 
Orleans.

The event will recognize the 
2026 Distinguished Honorees and 
the recipient of the Calogero Justice 
Award. The Gala, LBF’s largest annual 
fundraiser, will begin with a Patron 
Party at 6:30 p.m., followed by the 
formal program.

Additional information is available 
at raisingthebar.org or by contacting the 
Louisiana Bar Foundation at (504) 561-
1046 or gala@raisingthebar.org.   
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Mestayer to Lead the Louisiana Bar 
Foundation 2026-27 Board 

Michael J. Mestayer of 
New Orleans has been 
installed as president of the 
Louisiana Bar Foundation 

(LBF) for 2026-27.
Joining Mestayer as officers are Vice 

President Charles C. Bourque, Jr., of 
Houma; Treasurer Colleen C. Jarrott of 
Washington, D.C.; and Secretary George 
D. Ernest III of Lafayette. The 2026-27 
board was installed during the LBF’s 40th 
Anniversary Gala by Louisiana Supreme 
Court Associate Justice Piper D. Griffin 
and Justice John M. Guidry.

Mestayer is a solo practitioner in 
New Orleans whose practice includes 
admiralty, product liability and complex 
civil litigation. He received his BS from 
LSU and his JD from Tulane University 
Law School. He also is an adjunct faculty 
member at Tulane University Law School, 
where he teaches Solo and Small Firm 
Practice.

Bourque is a partner in the Houma 
law firm of St. Martin & Bourque. He 
received a degree in accounting from 
LSU and his JD from Loyola University 
New Orleans College of Law in 1990. 
Before attending law school, he served as 
an officer and helicopter pilot in the U.S. 
Army and continued flying helicopters in 
the Louisiana Army National Guard until 
retiring as a lieutenant colonel in 2011.

Jarrott is a senior director with Clark 
Hill Public Strategies in Washington, 
D.C. She represents clients in the oil and 
gas, natural resources, renewable energy, 
transportation and other industries in 
matters involving transactions, contract 
negotiations, regulatory compliance 
and defense, and complex commercial 
litigation. She received her BA and JD 
from The Catholic University of America.

Ernest is a shareholder with Hurlburt, 
Monrose & Ernest in Lafayette, where 
his practice focuses on defense casualty 
litigation. He graduated summa cum 
laude from LSU and received his JD from 
the LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center. 
Following law school, he clerked for the 
U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals. He 
has served as chair of the Lafayette Bar 
Foundation and president of the Lafayette/

St. Thomas More Catholic Lawyers Association

Assembly 9:00 a.m.
Procession 9:15 a.m.

Mass 9:30 a.m.
Followed by a Reception at Bourbon Orleans Hotel

Guest Homilist: Archbishop James F. Checchio 

The Red Mass
Monday, October 5, 2026

St. Louis Cathedral

 

All Members of the Bench and Bar
Of All Faiths to Attend

Invites

Acadiana Chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association. He currently chairs the board 
of Acadiana Legal Service Corporation 
and serves on the boards of the Lafayette 
Bar Foundation and Lafayette/Acadiana 
Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. 
He received the Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s Friend of Pro Bono Award 
in 2022 and the LBF President’s Award in 
2026.

New members of the 2026-27 LBF 
Board of Directors are Kristen D. Amond 
and Larry J. Centola III, both of New 
Orleans; Stacy L. Guice of Monroe; and 
Shayna L. Sonnier of Lake Charles.

Other members of the board are 
Mark L. Barbre, Baton Rouge; G. Adam 

Cossey, Monroe; Edmund J. Giering IV 
and Christopher B. Hebert, both of Baton 
Rouge; Camille R. Jackson, Alexandria; 
Jonathan L. Johnson, Lake Charles; 
Jason A. Matt, Lafayette; Paula E. Miles, 
Gonzales; Sheri M. Morris, Baton Rouge; 
Kelly M. Rabalais, Covington; Anthony 
J. Staines, Metairie; Hon. Raymond S. 
Steib, Jr., Gretna; Hon. Karelia R. Stewart, 
Shreveport; and Brooke C. Tigchelaar, 
New Orleans.

The Louisiana Bar Foundation is 
a statewide funder of civil legal aid 
programs and initiatives designed to 
improve access to the civil justice system 
for Louisiana residents.      

Swearing In-The 2026-27 LBF Officers being sworn in at the 40th Anniversary Gala. Pictured L-R, 
Michael J. (Mike) Mestayer, Colleen C. Jarrott, Charles C. (Chuck) Bourque, Jr., George D. (Dave) 
Ernest III and Justice Piper D. Griffin. Photo by Patrick Niddrie.
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Building Capital Development                              $226,988
Baton Rouge Bar Foundation                                                        $50,000
Baton Rouge Children’s Advocacy Center                                   $19,334 
Lafayette Bar Foundation                                                              $12,588 
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law                         $50,000                        
Shreveport Bar Foundation                                                           $23,935
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services                                              $21,131
The Wellspring Alliance for Families                                            $50,000     

Children’s Legal Services                                     $400,000
Baton Rouge Children’s Advocacy Center                                    $5,000 
Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans                         $60,000
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge                      $50,000                        
Disability Rights Louisiana                                                          $50,000
Family and Youth Counseling Agency                                        $20,000                                                     
First Grace Community Alliance                                             $65,000
Louisiana Center for Children’s Rights                              $55,000
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law                        $30,000
T.E.A.M.S.                                                                                   $45,000 
Whistle Stop                                                                                  

Domestic Violence Programs                            $1,500,000
Beauregard Community Concerns                                             $44,000
Chez Hope, Inc.                                                                        $119,500 
D.A.R.T (Domestic Abuse Resistant Team)                               $69,000
Faith House, Inc.                                                                        $124,000
Family and Youth Counseling Agency, Inc.                                 $14,000
Family Justice Center of Central Louisiana                            $157,000
Family Violence Program of St. Bernard                              $49,000
Jeff Davis Communities Against Domestic Abuse                $24,000
Metro Centers for Community Advocacy                              $91,000
Oasis A Safe Haven                                                           $48,000
Project Celebration, Inc.                                                           $97,000
Project SAVE                                                                        $169,000
Safe Harbor                                                                          $49,000
Southeast Spouse Abuse Program                                                    $125,000
The Haven, Inc.                                                                        $144,000
The Wellspring Alliance For Families                            $176,500

Law-Related Education                                         $275,000
Baton Rouge Bar Foundation                                             $55,000
Baton Rouge Children’s Advocacy Center                              $30,000
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge                      $52,500
Dillard University                                                                        
Emergency Legal Responders                                                        $5,000
Family and Youth Counseling Agency                                          $2,500

Louisiana Center for Law and Civic Education              $60,000
Louisiana State Bar Association Diversity Committee                $1,500
Louisiana State Bar Association Young Lawyers Division       $10,000
Workplace Justice Project                                                             $2,500
Youth Service Bureau of St. Tammany                             $50,000

Legal Services Corporations                             $4,000,000
Acadiana Legal Service Corporation                        $1,985,624
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services                                      $2,014,376

My Community Cares                                           $375,000
Fostering Community                                                                 $75,000
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law                       $75,000
Shreveport Bar Foundation                                                                    
The Extra Mile                                                                         $75,000
The Wellspring Alliance for Families                             $75,000

Other Legal Services                                            $845,000
Catholic Charities of North Louisiana                                     $119,728
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge                  $115,270
Disability Rights Louisiana                                                       $74,680                                                                                                 
Eden Centers for Hope and Healing                                            $4,680
Frontline Legal Services, Inc.                                                    $74,680
Justice and Accountability Center of Louisiana                        $99,680
Louisiana Center for Children’s Rights                                     $38,270                                   
Louisiana Guardianship Services, Inc.                                      $29,680
Loyola University New Orleans College of Law                      $34,680
NO/AIDS Task Force dba CrescentCare                                   $90,062
Southwest Louisiana Law Center                                              $34,680
St. Frances Cabrini Immigration Law Center                            $79,680
The Ella Project                                                                          $17,680
Workplace Justice Project                                                          $31,550 

Pro Bono Projects                                              $1,350,000
Baton Rouge Bar Foundation                                                   $211,000
Central Louisiana Pro Bono Project, Inc                                   $97,710
Lafayette Bar Foundation                                                         $145,000
Northeast Louisiana Bar Foundation                                       $124,000
Shreveport Bar Foundation                                                      $205,000
Southwest Louisiana Bar Foundation                                      $128,290 
The Pro Bono Project                                                               $439,000

Access to Justice Fund Grants                                $50,000
Disability Rights Louisiana                                                         $21,550 
Lagniappe Law Lab - Disaster Hotline                                         $3,000
Lagniappe Law Lab - Navigator                                                  $20,000
Louisiana Appleseed                                                                      $5,450 
 
Kids’ Chance Scholarships                                    $45,500 
 
Loan Repayment Assistance Program                   $96,833 
 
Pro Hac Vice                                                          $100,000 
 
Special Program and Project Grants                    $715,000
Lagniappe Law Lab                                                       $465,000
Louisiana Appleseed                                                       $250,000
 
State of Louisiana Child in Need of Care                  
and Adult Civil Legal Aid Services                    $4,084,853

Jock Scott Community Partnership                              
Panel Grants            $270,000

$14.3 Million
for Civil Justice Initiatives in 2026-27

Since 1989, LBF has granted more than $162 million in grants to 
help people with a range of issues, including assistance for veterans 
and military families, domestic violence, senior and elderly services, 
child welfare services, housing, and unemployment.

 $20,000

$75,000

$6,000

As of July 2026
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For more information, visit www.lsba.org/atj.

Focus on Access to Justice

Access to JusticeAccess to Justiceus onF
For more information, visit www.lsba.org/atj.

Limited Scope Representation Offers Expanded 
Opportunities for Attorneys, Clients 

The Access to Justice Commission’s 
Modest Means Committee hosted Limited 
Scope, Unlimited Potential: Rethinking 
How You Deliver Legal Services at 
Southern University Law Center on 
August 5, 2026. The hybrid CLE provided 
Louisiana attorneys with practical 
guidance on incorporating limited scope 
representation (LSR) into their practices 
as a sustainable business model while 
expanding access to justice.

The program featured a variety of 
perspectives on implementing LSR. 
Professor Virginia D. B. Listach and 
members of the Modest Means Committee 
shared their experiences successfully 
integrating LSR services into their 
practices. Austin H. Benton demonstrated 
technology and practice-management 
tools that can help attorneys deliver LSR 
services more efficiently and effectively. 
Judge Erika L. Green, Judge Cynthia 
Clay Guillory and Judge Patrice W. (Patti) 
Oppenheim offered valuable insight into 
how limited scope representation is viewed 
and implemented from the bench, while 
Eric K. Barefield discussed the ethical 
considerations and potential pitfalls 
attorneys should consider when offering 
LSR services.

Approximately 150 attorneys attended 
the program, reflecting a strong interest 
in innovative service models that help 
attorneys better serve clients while 
increasing access to legal services for 
moderate-income Louisianans. 

Attorneys interested in expanding 
their practices by offering LSR services 
are encouraged to join the Modest Means 
Directory, which can connect participating 
attorneys with clients seeking affordable 
legal services while helping expand access 
to justice across Louisiana. You can learn 
more or join the Modest Means Directory 
here: www.lsba.org/Public/FindLegalHelp/
ModestMeans.aspx.       

Amy E. Duncan, ATJ Director; Hon. Cynthia Clay Guillory, 14th JDC; Hon. Erika L. Green, Family 
Court for East Baton Rouge Parish; Prof. Virginia D. B. Listach, Southern University Law Center

(above): Gwendolyn M. Collins-Greenup; 
Alexandra Camille Patti; and Prof. 
Virginia D. B. Listach, Southern University 
Law Center.

(left): Chancellor Alvin R. Washington, 
Southern University Law Center.

(right): Edward J. Walters, Jr.,  
LSBA Immediate Past President;  
Walters, Thomas, Cullens, LLC.
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Access to JusticeAccess to Justice

LAWYERS
 IN  L I B R AR I ES

October 26-31, 2026

Attorney Volunteers Needed for 2026 Lawyers in Libraries 
Events; Sign-up Deadline Sept. 25

For the past 13 years, the Louisiana State Bar Association, the 
Louisiana Library Association, the State Library of Louisiana, 
the Law Library of Louisiana and local libraries have hosted 
“Lawyers in Libraries” events during National Celebrate Pro 
Bono Week. Several Lawyers in Libraries events are set for the 
week of Oct. 26-31, 2026 in conjunction with National Celebrate 
Pro Bono Week. The deadline to sign up is Sept. 25. 

During this week, LSBA members and libraries across 
Louisiana came together to provide free, limited services to 
the public in-person and virtually. There are a variety of ways 
attorneys can get involved to give back to their community. 

Meet library patrons in person or by phone for brief legal 
consultations, sign up as an on-call backup volunteer or assist at a 

wills clinic (happening in limited areas). Prefer a virtual format? 
Present a monthly Zoom webinar on a legal topic of your choice. 
Most sessions are scheduled in convenient two-hour time slots. 

Individual events are scheduled based on attorney preference 
and library availability.  

Virtual event volunteers are also needed so when filling out the 
form, make sure to select “Virtual Calendar” from the drop-down 
menu. 

Visit www.lsba.org/LouisianaLawyersinLibraries for information 
on this year’s events. To volunteer for the program, go to: https://lil.
ivolunteer.com/2026. For more information, review the Lawyers 
in Libraries guide online at: www.lsba.org/documents/ATJ/
LilGuideforAttorneys.pdf.    

Sign up at lil.ivolunteer.com/2026 
 

Ways to volunteer this year:
Ask-a-Lawyer In-Person • Ask-a-Lawyer Session by phone
Wills & Legacy Planning Clinic (in limited areas) • On-Call

Virtual Legal Presentation • LA.FreeLegalAnswers.org

Deadline for signing up is September 25

For more information, visit 
www.LouisianaLawyersinLibraries.org

http://www.LouisianaLawyersinLibraries.org
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us on DiversityF
For more information on items in this section, visit www.lsba.org/diversity.

Midyear Meeting CLE Seminar 
Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2027 | 1:00–4:30 p.m. | Free Registration 

Renaissance Baton Rouge Hotel
7000 Bluebonnet Blvd., Baton Rouge 

NATCHITOCHES LIGHTS
CLE SEMINAR

Thursday, December 10, 2026
Natchitoches, LA

Riverside Reserve, 100 Mill St., Natchitoches, LA
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

Save
 the date! 

LSBA NEW ADMITTEES

RSVP for the LSBA New Admittees Reception 
Join the LSBA in welcoming New Admittees to the Bar!

Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2026 | 5:30-7:30 p.m. | Louisiana Bar Center, 601 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans
RSVP: www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026NewAdmitteesReception

https://www.lsba.org/CLE/CLESeminar.aspx?CLESeminar=ef14eb74-6708-4408-8620-9f5af45ddffb
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2026NewAdmitteesReception
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Specialty Bars CLE Seminar – 
Dec. 18, 2025

Brianne A. Hemmans, Deputy 
Disciplinary Counsel, Office 
of the Disciplinary Counsel, 

Baton Rouge.

Hon. Valerie G. Garrett, 15th Judicial District 
Court, Division B, Lafayette; Dr. Angela White-
Bazile, Executive Director, Judges and Lawyers 

Assistance Program (JLAP), New Orleans.

On Dec. 18, 2025, the Louisiana State Bar Association 
Diversity Committee’s Specialty Bars Subcommittee and 
the Louis A. Martinet Legal Society, Inc., Greater Lafayette 
Chapter hosted a CLE seminar in conjunction with a 
networking reception. The CLE seminar featured Brianne 
A. Hemmans, Deputy Disciplinary Counsel, Office of the 
Disciplinary Counsel; Hon. Valerie G. Garrett, 15th Judicial 
District Court, and Dr. Angela White-Bazile, Executive 
Director, Judges and Lawyers Assistance Program. The event 
was held at the Downtown Convention Center in Lafayette, 
Louisiana.     

LGBT Legal Issues CLE Seminar – June 13, 2026

Todd G. Brower, 
Professor of Law - 
Emeritus, Western 

State College of Law, 
Irvine, Ca.

Tyler J. Arbour, 
Bondurant Law, 

Covington

On June 13, 2026, 
the LSBA Diversity 
Committee’s LGBT 
Subcommittee hosted a 
CLE seminar titled LGBT 
Legal Issues CLE Seminar. 
The seminar provided four 
hours of CLE credit and 
featured multiple sessions 
led by legal professionals 
who discussed legal issues 
impacting the LGBTQ+ 
community.      

Shannon T. Mathew, Staff Attorney, Orleans 
Public Defenders, New Orleans;  

Matthew S. Kellner, Training 
Supervising Attorney, Orleans 

Public Defenders, New Orleans.

Nicholas J. Hite, 
Senior Attorney and 
McDonald/Wright 

Distinguished Counsel, 
Lambda Legal Defense 

& Education, Dallas, Tx.

Specialty Bars Reception –  
June 1, 2026

On June 1, 2026, 
the LSBA Diversity 
Committee’s Specialty 
Bars Subcommittee held 
a reception at Hotel Effie 
Sandestin, Ara Rooftop Pool 
and Lounge. The Specialty 
Bars Reception was held 
in conjunction with the 
LSBA Annual Meeting 
and featured an evening of 
networking.     

Justice Piper D. Griffin, Louisiana Supreme 
Court, 7th District, New Orleans; Kim 

M. Boyle, Partner, Phelps, New Orleans; 
Hon. Tiffany G. Chase, 4th Circuit Court 

of Appeal, Division B, New Orleans.

Hon. Jerry Edwards, U.S. District Court, Western District of 
Louisiana, Alexandria; Brian P. Wiggins, Judicial Administrator, 

Louisiana Supreme Court, New Orleans; Hon. Karelia R. Stewart, 
1st JDC, Division D, Shreveport; Justice Piper D. Griffin, Louisiana 
Supreme Court, 7th District, New Orleans; Hon. Tiffany G. Chase, 

4th Circuit Court of Appeal, Division B, New Orleans; Hon. 
Roger P. Hamilton, Jr., 16th JDC, Division H, New Iberia.

Focus on Diversity
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The Louisiana State Bar Association is publishing its Expert 
Witness, Consultant and Legal Services Directory. The supplement 
to the Louisiana Bar Journal will be printed separately and shrink-
wrapped for mailing with the December 2026/January 2027 Louisiana 
Bar Journal. The directory is published annually, guaranteeing 
a year’s worth of exposure in print and on the LSBA website.

2027 EXPERT WITNESS, CONSULTANT
AND LEGAL SERVICES 

DIRECTORY

► Publication size: 8 ½ inches wide x 10 7/8 inches tall
	 ½-page display ad. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                3.5 inches wide x 9.5 inches tall
	 ½-page CV ad. . . . . . . . . . .            300 words max, not including contact info
	 Full-page display ad. . . .    7.25 inches wide x 9.5 inches tall (no bleeds!)
	 Full-page CV ad. . . . . . . . . .           600 words max, not including contact info
► Display ads must be provided camera-ready in PDF format.
► For text/CV ads, supply text in an editable word-processing format.
► For CV ads, submit original or digital headshot photos separately from the text, in 
.jpg or .tif format (high-resolution digital photos of at least 300 dpi work best). 
► E-mail or mail ads on a disk to the addresses provided below. 
► DON’T FORGET TO PROVIDE YOUR 5 INDEXING CATEGORIES.

To reserve space in the directory, mail and/or e-mail your display ad or text listing/photo, contact Krystal Bellanger 
Rodriguez via email at kbellanger@lsba.org and mail check (payable to the Louisiana State Bar Association) to: 

Krystal Bellanger Rodriguez
Louisiana State Bar Association, 601 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, LA 70130-3404 

If you prefer to charge your listing (Visa, Mastercard or Discover only), please call (504) 619-0131 or (800) 421-5722, ext. 131.

		  Early-Bird Deadline	 Final Deadline
		  Sept. 11, 2026	 Oct. 16, 2026
	 ½-page, black & white . . . . . . . . . . . .           $425. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $525
	 ½-page, color. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $475. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $785
	 Full-page, black & white. . . . . . . . . . .          $750. . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $925		
	 Full-page, color . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               $850. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $1160

For more information, visit www.lsba.org/expertwitness

► Reach 23,000+ practicing attorneys

► Listings indexed THREE ways: 
	 alphabetical, geographical & by category

► View last year’s publication at  
	 www.lsba.org/expertwitness

Technical Details

FREE 
text listing in December 
Louisiana Bar Journal 

      Services 
           Directory

FREE

Act Now!

Contact Info, Deadlines & Pricing

Contact Krystal for details!

Last chance to  Last chance to  
secure your spot in  secure your spot in  

next year’s Directory!next year’s Directory!
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Contact Krystal for details!

Last chance to  Last chance to  
secure your spot in  secure your spot in  

next year’s Directory!next year’s Directory!

For Sale: Iconic office building located 
at 660 Government Street, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70802. Approximately 4,400 square 
feet. 6 corner offices for attorneys/
professionals. 4 separate paraprofessional 
offices. Conference room. Copy room. 
Front and back stairwells. 4 separate 
HVAC units. Call (225) 888-8000.

Legal office space available in 
Mandeville. Beautiful rural setting 
in a contemporary renovated office. 
Two miles from the bridge. Reception 
services, conference room, breakroom. 
Access includes internet and all utilities.  
(985) 727-2064 Clarissa

Classified Advertisements
Standard classified advertising in our 
regular typeface and format may now 
be placed in “Bar Briefs” and on the 
LSBA website, LSBA.org. All requests 
for classified notices must be submitted 
in writing and are subject to approval. 
Copy must be typewritten, and payment 
must accompany request. Our low rates 
for placement in both are as follows:

Rates
Non-members of LSBA
$85 per insertion of 50 words or less
$1 per each additional word
$20 for a C-Box number

Members of the LSBA
$60 per insertion of 50 words or less
$1 per each additional word
No additional charge for a C-Box

Screens: $25
Headings: $15 for initial headings in 
large type

Deadline
Payment and copy must be received by 
the first of the month before publication.

Send to:
Bar Briefs Classified Notices
Louisiana State Bar Association
601 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans, La. 70130

Responses
To respond to a box number, address your  
envelope to:
Bar Briefs C-Box No. ____
c/o Louisiana State Bar Association
601 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans, La. 70130

Positions Offered For Sale - Baton Rouge
The LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center is 
hiring for three positions. Faculty (entry-
level and lateral) in areas including criminal, 
civil and comparative, international, IP, 
technology, and/or innovation law: Workday 
Link Tenure Track Faculty.  Director of 
Bar Success, overseeing bar-passage 
programming for Louisiana and out-of-state 
bar examinations:  Workday Link  Dir. of 
Bar Success. Director of the Law Library: 
Workday Link Library Director. Apply via 
Workday; direct any questions to Melissa 
Lonegrass at hrm@lsu.edu.

Briefs/Legal Research/Analysis 
of Unusual or Problem Cases

JD with honors, federal judicial clerk, 
graduate of top 10 law school, 25 years’ 
experience federal and state litigation, 
creative legal thinker. Available for 
briefs, research, court appearances, 
analysis of unusual or problem cases. 
References on request. Catherine Leary, 
(504)  436-9648,  statewide services, 
registered office Jefferson Parish. Email 
CatherineLeary2021@gmail.com.

Classified ads are paid advertisements. Publication of any advertisement or statement is not 
to be deemed a statement or an endorsement of the views expressed therein by the LSBA or 
any member of the LSBA. Views expressed are those of the advertisers only.

Services

For Rent

LSBA Member Services

For more information, 
visit www.lsba.org

The mission of the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) is to assist and serve 
its members in the practice of law. The LSBA offers many worthwhile programs and 
services designed to complement your career, the legal profession and the community.

In the past several years, the legal profession has experienced many changes. The 
LSBA has kept up with those changes by maturing in structure and stature and becoming 
more diverse and competitive. 

ADVERTISE YOUR 
LEGAL SERVICE OR 

CLASSIFIED AD HERE!
Any questions?  Contact  

Krystal Bellanger-Rodriguez 
at  (504)619-0131 

or via email
kbellanger@lsba.org

https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU/job/0400-Hebert-Law-Center/Assistant-Associate-Full-Professor_R00117410
https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU/job/0400-Hebert-Law-Center/Assistant-Associate-Full-Professor_R00117410
https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU/job/0400-Hebert-Law-Center/Law-Center-Director-of-Bar-Success_R00119923
https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU/job/0400-Hebert-Law-Center/Law-Center-Director-of-Bar-Success_R00119923
https://lsu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/LSU/job/L0100-Hebert-Law-Center/Law-Library-Director_R00118487
mailto:hrm%40lsu.edu?subject=
mailto:CatherineLeary2021@gmail.com
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Upcoming LSBA CLE 
                   Opportunities

www.lsba.org/CLE

33rd Annual Admiralty Symposium
*Co-sponsored by the Insurance, Tort,  
Workers’ Comp and Admiralty Law Section - 
Section members receive a discount! 

Friday, Sept. 18, 2026 • 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
New Orleans Marriott Warehouse Arts District
859 Convention Center Blvd., New Orleans

S
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New York, New York 
A Multi-Topic CLE Seminar

Nov. 21- 24, 2026 
InterContinental New York Times Square 

Whether you’re looking to strengthen your 
expertise, gain new insights or stay current 

on developments affecting your practice, this 
CLE Seminar offers meaningful educational 

opportunities while you enjoy the winter festivities 
in a setting like none other, New York City!

Advanced ADR  
Negotiation Strategies for Lawyers

Friday, Sept. 25, 2026 • 8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Hilton Baton Rouge Capitol Center
201 Lafayette St., Baton Rouge

Ethics & Professionalism with Gilsbar
**Attendance may qualify your firm for a 
Loss Control credit on your next professional 
liability policy written through Old Republic and 
administered by Gilsbar. (Subject to company 
underwriting guidelines: Call 1-800-GILSBAR for 
details.)

Friday, Sept. 25, 2026 • 8 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
New Orleans Marriott Warehouse Arts District
859 Convention Center Blvd., New Orleans

Mastering High-Stakes Motion Practice 
in Louisiana Civil Litigation

Friday, Oct. 9, 2026 • 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Hyatt Centric French Quarter Hotel
800 Iberville St., New Orleans

Back to Basics
Friday, Oct. 23, 2026 • 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
New Orleans Marriott Warehouse Arts District
859 Convention Center Blvd., New Orleans

2026 A Grand CLE 
Dec. 4- 6, 2026 • Point Clear, AL

Join colleagues for A Grand CLE Experience 
at the Grand Hotel Resort & Spa in Point Clear, 

Alabama. Earn valuable CLE credit through 
a lineup of timely, practice-focused programs 

designed to sharpen legal skills, explore emerging 
issues and enhance professional effectiveness all at 

a gorgeous setting. 

Dazzling at Disney: 
A Multi-topic CLE 

Feb. 8- 10, 2027

http://www.lsba.org/cle
http://www.lsba.org/cle
http://www.lsba.org/CLE
https://www.lsba.org/cle/CLESeminar.aspx?CLESeminar=4abed91c-67e5-4e1c-8342-c13e10c614f9
https://www.lsba.org/cle/CLESeminar.aspx?CLESeminar=44183018-fc65-46e6-b792-401738051b56
https://www.lsba.org/cle/CLESeminar.aspx?CLESeminar=686c850f-4434-4927-a770-444616d638a8
https://www.lsba.org/cle/CLESeminar.aspx?CLESeminar=2bd8069b-742f-4930-bf1a-62c901196253
https://www.lsba.org/cle/CLESeminar.aspx?CLESeminar=f47c7eff-4f95-4bbc-8b9b-fbb827a8a9d6
https://www.lsba.org/cle/CLESeminar.aspx?CLESeminar=6a97f73c-8dfb-464b-b221-8ba18014fe33
https://www.lsba.org/cle/CLESeminar.aspx?CLESeminar=d0f69a58-2150-44e8-a2d4-60f3c3cb38bb
https://www.lsba.org/cle/



