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C.A. (Hap) Martin III

Quinn K. Brown

Elections continued on page 2
Collin R. Melancon

Walters, Martin, Brown Certified Elected for LSBA, YLD 
Leadership Positions; 9 Contested Races on Ballot

Edward J. Walters, Jr. of Baton 
Rouge and C.A. (Hap) Martin 
III of Monroe have been certified 
elected for 2024-25 Louisiana 

State Bar Association (LSBA) president-
elect and 2024-26 LSBA treasurer, 
respectively, following the close of 
election qualifying on Oct. 16. Walters will 
automatically ascend to the presidency in 
2025-26.

Walters is a partner in the Baton Rouge 
firm of Walters, Thomas, Cullens, LLC. 
Martin is a member in the Monroe firm of 
Shotwell, Brown & Sperry, APLC.

Quinn K. Brown of Baton Rouge has 
been certified elected for 2024-25 LSBA 
Young Lawyers Division (YLD) secretary. 
Current Secretary Collin R. Melancon of 
New Orleans will automatically assume the 
post of 2024-25 YLD chair-elect.

Brown is an associate in the Baton 
Rouge office of LeFleur & Laborde, LLC. 
Melancon is partner/owner of Mansfield 

Melancon Injury Lawyers in New Orleans. 
Several other members have been 

Certified Elected for their positions.

Online Voting Open from 
Nov. 6 Through Nov. 20

First-round voting will begin on Nov. 6 
for nine contested leadership positions for the 
Board of Governors, Nominating Committee 
and Young Lawyers Division Council. 
Balloting will be conducted electronically only, 
as approved by the LSBA Board of Governors 
and provided for in the Association’s Articles 
of Incorporation. No paper ballots will be 
provided. Deadline for electronically casting 
votes is Monday, Nov. 20.

Listed below are candidates in Contested 
Races and members who have been 
Certified Elected for their races. Profiles 
on candidates in contested races will be 

Edward J. Walters, Jr.
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accessible online on Nov. 6 at: www.lsba.
org/BarGovernance/Elections.aspx.  

CONTESTED RACES

Board of Governors (three-year term)
Sixth Board District (1 position)

Barry M. Barnett
Douglas L. (Doug) Bryan
Edward L. Tarpley, Jr.

Eighth Board District (1 position)
Senae D. Hall
Aaron R. Wilson

Nominating Committee (one-year term)
District 1A (4 positions)

Lawrence J. (Larry) Centola III
Lynn Luker
H. Minor Pipes III
Robert M. (Bob) White
Jay Christopher (Chris) Zainey, Jr. 

District 2A (2 positions)
Kelly E. Balfour
Gideon T. Carter III
David Abboud Thomas

District 3A (1 position)
Shannon S. Dartez
Blake R. David
Jared E. Nelson

District 3C (1 position)
Douglas L. (Doug) Bryan
Charles D. Elliott

Elections continued from page 1 Young Lawyers Division Council 
(two-year term)
First District (1 position)

Margaret L. Manning
Christopher J. (Chris) Sellers, Jr.
Emma J. Short

Second District (1 position)
Rory V. Bellina
Christina K. (Cristy) Guzman

Fifth District (1 position)
Brad Cranmer
Jawhay Y. King
Katie B. Meek

CERTIFIED ELECTED

LSBA Officers
► President-Elect 2024-25 (ascends to 

presidency in 2025-26): Edward J. Walters, Jr.
► Treasurer 2024-26: C.A. (Hap) Martin III.

Board of Governors
► Seventh Board District: Amy 

Josephine Miller.

Nominating Committee
► District 1B: Kelly M. Rabalais.
► District 2B: Shayna Beevers Morvant 

and Raymond S. (Ray) Steib, Jr.
► District 2C: Paula Adams Ates.
► District 3B: John L. (Lee) Hoffoss, Jr.
► District 3D: Joseph L. (Larry) Shea, Jr.
► District 3E: C.A. (Hap) Martin III.

LSBA House of Delegates
(Some districts have appointments pending.)

► First Judicial District: Valerie A. 
DeLatte, James L. Fortson, Jr., Stephen 
C. Fortson, William J. Hill III, Kevin R. 
Molloy, Amy M. Perkins, Joseph L. (Larry) 
Shea, Jr., Scott R. Wolf and Paul L. Wood. (5 
appointments pending.)

► Second Judicial District: (3 
appointments pending.)

► Third Judicial District: Tyler G. 
Storms. (2 appointments pending.)

► Fourth Judicial District: Kaleb M. 
Livingston, Spencer K. Moore, Ramsey L. 
Ogg, Alicia Reitzell and Justin A. Wooley. 
(6 appointments pending.)

► Fifth Judicial District: (3 appointments 
pending.)

► Sixth Judicial District: (2 appointments 
pending.)

► Seventh Judicial District: Alexandra 
E. LeTard and Ann S. Siddall.

► Eighth Judicial District: (1 
appointment pending.)

► Ninth Judicial District: Bernetta Y. 
Bryant, Charles D. Elliott, Derrick J. Johnson, 
Robert G. Levy, Monique Y. Metoyer and 
Alainna R. Mire. (1 appointment pending.)

► Tenth Judicial District: Keenan K. 
Kelly. (1 appointment pending.)

► Eleventh Judicial District: Joseph R. 
Stevens.

► Twelfth Judicial District: (2 
appointments pending.)

► Thirteenth Judicial District: (2 
appointments pending.)

► Fourteenth Judicial District: Andrew 
M. Casanave, Todd S. Clemons, Rebecca 
J. Hunter, Jonathan L. Johnson, Larry E. 
Pichon, Michael H. Schwartzberg and Robert 
J. Sheffield. (2 appointments pending.)

► Fifteenth Judicial District: Shannon 
S. Dartez, Katherine L. Hurst, Pamela A. 
Lemoins, Jared E. Nelson, Mandy A. Simon 
and Michael D. Skinner. (7 appointments 
pending.)

► Sixteenth Judicial District: Shentell 
W. Brown, Adolph B. Curet III, Eric P. 
Duplantis, Marsha McNulty and Maggie T. 
Simar. (3 appointments pending.)

► Seventeenth Judicial District: Eugene 
G. Gouaux III and Nicholas J. Zeringue. (3 
appointments pending.)

► Eighteenth Judicial District: Andretta 
B. Atkins, John L. (Lane) Ewing, Jr., 
Stephen P. Jewell and Deidre D. Robert.

► Nineteenth Judicial District: B. Scott 
Andrews, Jesse H. Bankston, Jr., Valerie 
Briggs Bargas, Brandi A. Barze, Elizabeth B. 
Bloch, James E. (Jim) Boren, Dana B. Brown, 
Gideon T. Carter III, Donald J. Cazayoux, Jr., 

LSBA President
Shayna L. Sonnier

Executive Director
Loretta Larsen, CAE

Communications Director
Kelly Wells Ponder

Editor/Publications
Darlene M. LaBranche

Communications Coordinator
Barbara D. Baldwin 

Advertising &  
Communications Coordinator
Krystal L. Bellanger Rodriguez
(504)619-0131

Bar Briefs
	 “Bar Briefs” is published online, in January, 
March, May, July, September and Novem-
ber, by the Louisiana State Bar Association.
	 Announcements and news contributions 
are welcome and should be mailed, faxed 
or emailed by the first of the month before 
publication to Darlene M. LaBranche.

601 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans, La. 70130-3404

(504)566-1600 • (800)421-LSBA
Fax: (504)566-0930

dlabranche@lsba.org
Web site: LSBA.org

For editorial contributions to the Bar Briefs, the right is reserved to select material to 
be published. Publication of any article or statement is not to be deemed a statement 
or an endorsement of the views expressed therein by the LSBA or any member of the 
LSBA, nor shall publication of any advertisement be considered a statement or an 
endorsement of the product or service involved by the LSBA or any member of the 
LSBA. Views expressed are those of the authors and contributors only.
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Douglas J. Cochran, Renee C. Crasto, John 
C. (Chris) Dippel, Jr., Theresa J. Dorcelus, 
Jean M. Faria, Christopher B. Hebert, Craig 
F. (Frank) Holthaus, Rusty M. Messer, Julie 
Baxter Payer, Mary E. Roper and David 
Abboud Thomas. (1 appointment pending.)

Young Lawyers Division Officers
► Chair-Elect 2024-25 (ascends to chair 

in 2025-26): Collin R. Melancon.
► Secretary 2024-25 (ascends to chair-

elect in 2025-26): Quinn K. Brown.

Young Lawyers Division Council
► Third District: Jared E. Nelson.
► Seventh District: Jana L. Robinson.

American Bar Association House of 
Delegates

► Membership at Large: Robert A. 
Kutcher and H. Minor Pipes III. 

Young Lawyer Representative to the 
ABA House of Delegates: (1 appointment 
pending.)

For more information on the election 
procedures and the schedule, go to: www.
lsba.org/goto/elections.      

Elections: What Members Need to 
Know About Online Voting

To make the online voting procedure 
as smooth as possible, here’s what 
members need to know.

Members will receive an email 
with their E-ballot on Monday, Nov. 6. The 
sender address will be “LSBA Election 
Admin” and the Subject Line will reference 
“Vote now in the LSBA 2023-2024 Election.”

The email will include a link to the voting 
website. On the voting website, members 
must type in their 5-digit member ID number 

and birth date to access the ballot. Ballots 
will only include races for which the member 
may cast a vote.

Members who do not have an email 
address, or members preferring to vote from 
the LSBA website, may log-in from the 
LSBA website to a special page and will be 
asked to enter the same credentials (5-digit 
member ID and birth date). The “Vote Now” 
icon will be active from Nov. 6 through the 
end of the voting period on Nov. 20.       

House Resolution Deadline is Dec. 13 
for 2024 Midyear Meeting

The Louisiana State Bar Association’s 
(LSBA) Midyear Meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday through 
Saturday, Jan. 18-20, 2024, at the 

Renaissance Hotel in Baton Rouge. The 
deadline for submitting resolutions for the 
House of Delegates meeting is Wednesday, 
Dec. 13. (The House will meet on Jan. 20, 
2024.)

Resolutions by House members and 

committee and section chairs should be mailed 
to LSBA Secretary Valerie T. Schexnayder, c/o 
Louisiana Bar Center, 601 St. Charles Ave., 
New Orleans, LA 70130-3404. All resolutions 
proposed to be considered at the meeting must 
be received on or before Dec. 13. Resolutions 
must be signed by the author. Also, copies of 
all resolutions should be emailed (in MS Word 
format) to LSBA Executive Assistant Jen 
France at jen.france@lsba.org.       

YOU PREPARE  
FOR EVERYTHING
DON’T STOP 
NOW!

Term Life Insurance
• No Paramed Exam required with a clean application for some policies
• No dramatic rate increase for the life of the policy

Long Term Disability Insurance
• Competitive, unisex rates
• Trusted carrier partners

Get started: Contact 855.867.0057 or visit gilsbar.com
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Get started at
lawpay.com/lsba

866-730-4140

TOTAL: $1,500.00

New Case Reference

**** **** **** 9995 ***

Trust Payment
IOLTA Deposit

YOUR FIRM
LOGO HERE

PAY ATTORNEY

P O W E R E D  B Y

22% increase in cash flow with online payments  
 

Vetted and approved by all 50 state bars, 70+
local and specialty bars, the ABA, and the ALA 
 

62% of bills sent online are paid in 24 hours

Data based on an average of firm accounts
receivables increases using online billing solutions.

LawPay is a registered agent of Synovus Bank, Columbus, 
GA., and Fifth Third Bank, N.A., Cincinnati, OH.

Trusted by 50,000 law firms, LawPay is a simple, 
secure solution that allows you to easily accept 
credit and eCheck payments online, in person, or 
through your favorite practice management tools.

I love LawPay! I’m not sure why 
I waited so long to get it set up.

– Law Firm in Ohio+
Member
Benefit
Provider
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Financial Damage Analysis 

Discovery Assistance

Business Valuations

Expert Testimony

Insurance Claims

Commercial Litigation

Class Action Accounting 
&  Administration 

Fraud and Embezzlement 
Investigations

Seasoned.In a word, 

New OrleaNs 504.831.4949

NOrth shOre 985.246.3022

hOuma 985.868.0139

thibOdaux 985.447.5243

Our clIents have a hunger fOr results. 

This is why so many of Louisiana’s most prominent law firms choose to work with 

us. We offer an impressive menu of services and knowledge gained from many 

years of experience and serve up solutions when the unexpected arises. Give us 

a call and make a reservation – once you get a taste of exemplary service, you’ll 

be hooked. And there will always be room at our table for you and your clients.

Interested in an Appointed LSBA or ABA YLD 
Leadership Position?

Several Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) House of Delegates seats and one young lawyer representative seat in the American 
Bar Association House of Delegates received no qualifiers by the Oct. 16, 2023, qualifying deadline. These positions will be filled 
by presidential appointment. Members interested in being considered for appointment to these positions should email LSBA 
Executive Assistant Jen France at jen.france@lsba.org. Available positions are listed below.

LSBA House of Delegates (June 2024-June 2026 term)
► First Judicial District: 5 appointments pending.
► Second Judicial District: 3 appointments pending.
► Third Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Fourth Judicial District: 6 appointments pending.
► Fifth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Sixth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Eighth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Tenth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
► Twelfth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Thirteenth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Fourteenth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
► Fifteenth Judicial District: 3 appointments pending.
► Sixteenth Judicial District: 3 appointments pending.
► Seventeenth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.

Young Lawyer Representative to the ABA House of Delegates 
(two-year term): 1 appointment pending.

The following vacancies in the LSBA House of Delegates are also 
open for appointments.

LSBA House of Delegates (June 2023-June 2025 term)
►	Twenty-Second Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
►	Twenty-Third Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
►	Twenty-Fifth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
►	Twenty-Sixth Judicial District: 2 appointments pending.
►	Twenty-Seventh Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
►	Twenty-Eighth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
►	Twenty-Ninth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
►	Thirtieth Judicial District: 3 appointments pending.
►	Thirty-Second Judicial District: 3 appointments pending.
►	Thirty-Seventh Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.
►	Thirty-Ninth Judicial District: 1 appointment pending.           



6	 November 2023 Bar Briefs

Online Registration is Open for 2024 
Midyear Meeting in Baton Rouge

Online registration is open 
for the Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s (LSBA) Midyear 
Meeting, scheduled for 

Thursday through Saturday, Jan. 18-20, 
2024, at the Renaissance Baton Rouge 
Hotel, 7000 Bluebonnet Blvd.

Registration for the Midyear Meeting is 
free, with a minimal charge assessed for the 
virtual LSBA Young Lawyers Division’s 
Professional Development CLE on Friday, 
Jan. 19. Pre-registration is required for the 
Young Lawyers CLE and for the free CLEs 
scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 18. 

During the three-day event, the Board 
of Governors, the House of Delegates 
and several committees and sections 
will conduct meetings. The Friday night 
reception will recognize the 70-, 60- and 
50-year LSBA members. 

Online registration is open at: www.lsba.
org/midyearmeeting. 

Meeting Highlights

All events are at the Renaissance Baton 
Rouge Hotel, 7000 Bluebonnet Blvd., 
unless otherwise noted.

► Free CLE seminars. The LSBA is 
offering free CLE seminars on Thursday, 
Jan. 18. To register for these seminars, 

participants must first complete the free 
Midyear Meeting registration. The CLE 
schedule will be available soon.

► Young Lawyers Division Virtual 
Professional Development CLE. The 
LSBA’s Young Lawyers Division will 
present a virtual-only Professional 
Development CLE seminar on Friday, 
Jan. 19. This innovative event offers a 
half-day of learning and networking for 
young lawyers to invest in themselves to 
make positive, professional connections 
and help their businesses thrive. The 
registration cost is $30 and includes virtual 
webinar attendance and electronic course 
materials. Topics to be discussed include 
ethics, law practice management issues and 
professionalism. 

► Reception. The LSBA’s 70-, 60- and 
50-year members will be recognized at a 
reception on Friday, Jan. 19. To review the 
list of 70-, 60- and 50-year honorees, see 
pages 9-13.

► Free Photo Bar IDs. Throughout 
the Midyear Meeting, the LSBA is offering 
free photo Bar IDs to members who have 
not had one issued previously. Attorneys 
must be in good standing to receive a 
photo Bar ID. The photo schedule will be 
available soon. To view photo Bar ID rules, 
go to: http://files.lsba.org/documents/CLE/

Diversity/PhotoBarIDFlyer.pdf. 

Hotel Reservations
The LSBA has negotiated a starting 

room rate of $139/night plus tax. Members 
may make reservations by calling the hotel 
at (225)215-7000 or call toll-free (866)469-
5448 and stating that you are attending the 
“LSBA 2024 Midyear Meeting” or access 
the hotel booking website via www.lsba.
org/midyearmeeting/Hotel.aspx. The room 
block will expire on Dec. 27, 2023. After 
that date, rooms may not be available and 
the negotiated rate will not be honored.

Sponsors Sought 
for Reception 

The LSBA is seeking sponsors for 
the 50-,  60- and 70-Year Members’ 
Reception on Friday, Jan. 19, 2024, at 
the Renaissance Baton Rouge Hotel, 
7000 Bluebonnet Blvd., Baton Rouge. 
The reception is in conjunction with 
the LSBA’s 2024 Midyear Meeting. 
For  information on sponsorship 
levels,  contact LSBA Program 
Coordinator/Marketing and Sections 
Christine A. Richard at (504)619-
0105, email crichard@lsba.org.   

ABA APPROVED

Bachelor of Arts in General Legal
Studies & Paralegal Certificate
Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in
Paralegal Studies

DEGREES & CERTIFICATES

Tulane Law School: 3+3 Program 
Tulane SoPA MPA : 4+1 Program

ACCELERATED DEGREE PROGRAMS 

CAREER COACHING + MENTORSHIP
100% ONLINE INTERACTIVE COURSES
TRANSFER UP TO 60 CREDITS
95% OF GRADS* EMPLOYED WITHIN 
6 MONTHS OF GRADUATION

*Stats derived from classes of 2017-2022



November 2023 Bar Briefs        7

LBF Opening Application Period for LRAP 
and Kids’ Chance Scholarships

LBLS Accepting Applications for Board Certification

The Louisiana Bar Foundation 
(LBF) will begin accepting 
applications for its Loan 
Repayment Assistance 

Program (LRAP) and for Kids’ Chance 
Scholarships on Dec. 1.

LRAP applications for 2024-25 funding 
will be available online beginning Dec. 1 
at: www.raisingthebar.org. The deadline 
for submitting the LRAP application is 
Feb. 23, 2024. LRAP provides forgivable 
loans of up to $7,500 per year to attorneys 
working in a public interest position. 
Learn more about LRAP at: https://
raisingthebar.org/loan-repayment-

assistance-program. Or email Renee B. 
LeBoeuf at renee@raisingthebar.org.

LBF Kids’ Chance Scholarships are 
for dependents of Louisiana workers who 
have been killed or permanently and totally 
disabled in an accident compensable under 
a state or federal Workers’ Compensation 
Act or law. Applications for the 2024-25 
academic year will be available online 
Dec. 1 at: www.raisingthebar.org. The 
deadline to apply is Feb. 23, 2024. For 
more information on Kids’ Chance, go 
to: https://raisingthebar.org/kids-chance-
scholarship-program. Or email Renee B. 
LeBoeuf at renee@raisingthebar.org.   

Save the Date! 
LBF’s 38th Annual 

Gala is April 19, 2024 

The Louisiana Bar Foundation’s 
38th Annual Gala is set for Friday, 
April 19, 2024, at the National 
WWII Museum in New Orleans.

Discounted rooms are available at the 
Ace Hotel New Orleans for $295 per night 
(additional tax and fees may apply) for 
Thursday, April 18, Friday, April 19, and 
Saturday, April 20, 2024. Guests can call the 
Ace Hotel at 1(888)870-2956 and use the 
group name “Louisiana Bar Foundation” to 
book a room. For more Gala information, 
contact Jacie Lemon at (504)561-1046 or 
email jacie@raisingthebar.org.         

The Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization (LBLS) is 
accepting applications for board 
certification in seven areas — 

appellate practice, employment law, estate 
planning and administration, family law, 
health law, labor law and tax law — from 
Nov. 1, 2023, through Feb. 29, 2024. 
The LBLS will accept applications for 
business bankruptcy law and consumer 
bankruptcy law certification from Jan. 1, 
2024, through Sept. 30, 2024.

In accordance with the Plan of Legal 
Specialization, a Louisiana State Bar 
Association member in good standing who 
has been engaged in the practice of law 
on a full-time basis for a minimum of five 
years may apply for certification. Further 
requirements are that each year a minimum 
percentage of the attorney’s practice must 
be devoted to the area of certification 
sought, passing a written examination to 
demonstrate sufficient knowledge, skills and 
proficiency in the area for which certification 
is sought and providing five favorable 
references. Peer review shall be used to 
determine that an applicant has achieved 

recognition as having a level of competence 
indicating proficient performance handling 
the usual matters in the specialty field. Refer 
to the LBLS standards for the applicable 
specialty for a more detailed description of 
the requirements for application. Review the 
LSBA Plan of Legal Specialization at: www.
lsba.org/Specialization/.

In addition to the above, applicants must 
meet a minimum CLE requirement for the 
year in which application is made and the 
examination is administered:

► Appellate Practice — 15 hours of 
approved appellate practice.

► Employment Law — 15 hours of 
approved employment law.

► Estate Planning and Administration 
— 18 hours of approved estate planning and 
administration.

► Family Law — 15 hours of approved 
family law.

► Health Law — 15 hours of approved 
health law.

► Labor Law — 15 hours of approved 
labor law.

► Tax Law — 18 hours of approved tax 
law.

► Bankruptcy Law — CLE is regulated 
by the American Board of Certification, the 
testing agency.

Approved specialization CLE courses 
can be viewed on the LBLS Approved 
Course Calendar at: www.lsba.org/MCLE/
MCLEcalendar.aspx?L=S. 

With regard to applications for business 
bankruptcy law and consumer bankruptcy 
law certification, although the written 
test(s) is administered by the American 
Board of Certification, attorneys should 
apply for approval of the Louisiana Board 
of Legal Specialization simultaneously 
with the testing agency in order to avoid 
delay of board certification by the LBLS. 
Information concerning the American Board 
of Certification will be provided with the 
application form(s).

Anyone interested in applying for 
certification should contact LBLS 
Specialization Director Mary Ann Wegmann, 
email maryann.wegmann@lsba.org  
or call (504)619-0128, for an 
application packet. For more 
information, go to the LBLS website,  
www.lsba.org/Specialization/.       

LBLS Recertification Applications Mailed

The Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization (LBLS) mailed 
recertification applications 
to board certified specialists 

whose certification expires on Dec. 
31, 2023. The completed original 

recertification application, together with 
a check payable to “Louisiana Board 
of Legal Specialization” for $100, 
should be mailed or delivered to the 
LBLS office c/o Mary Ann Wegmann, 
Specialization Director, 601 St. Charles 

Ave., New Orleans, LA  70130, no later 
than Nov. 6, 2023, to avoid penalties. For 
more information, contact Wegmann at 
(504)619-0128, (800)421-5722 or email  
maryann.wegmann@lsba.org.        
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LSBA 2024 Danube River Cruise & CLE Program: 
Prepaid Gratuities Offered Until Dec. 28

Sign Up to Become a SOLACE Volunteer!
The SOLACE program (Support of Lawyers/Legal Personnel, All Concern 

Encouraged) is seeking volunteers for its email distribution list. When requests are made 
to SOLACE for assistance, volunteers are emailed with the specifics and those who can 
help in a particular situation are encouraged to respond. To learn more about the program 
and to add your email address to the list, go to: www.lsba.org/members/solace.aspx.    

Board Certified Specialists and 2023 
Applicants: 4.0 “Computer-Based 

CLE” Credits for 2023

The Louisiana Supreme Court 
amended the Rules for 
Continuing Legal Education, 
Supreme Court Rule XXX, 

Rule 3(d), effective June 26, 2023. For 
the 2023 compliance period ending Dec. 
31, 2023, the Court has set the limitation 
for “computer-based credit” at four (4) 
hours annually. “Computer-based credit” 
includes interactive live webcasts, 
webinars and on-demand recordings. 

Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization (LBLS) Chair Richard K. 
Leefe discusses the 2023 specialization 
CLE requirements in a letter to board 
certified specialists. Review at: www.
lsba.org/specialization.  

LBLS estate planning and 
administration specialists and tax law 
specialists (and all 2023 applicants in 
these specialties) may earn up to four 
(4) hours of approved specialization 

“computer-based credit” on or before 
Dec. 31, 2023. The remaining 14 hours 
of their required 18 hours should be “in 
person attendance.” LBLS appellate 
practice specialists, employment law 
specialists, family law specialists, health 
law specialists and labor law specialists 
(and all 2023 applicants in these 
specialties) may earn up to four (4) hours 
of approved specialization “computer-
based credit” on or before Dec. 31, 
2023. The remaining 11 hours of their 
required 15 hours should be “in person 
attendance.” LBLS business bankruptcy 
law specialists and consumer bankruptcy 
law specialists must satisfy the continuing 
legal education requirements of the 
American Board of Certification.

For more information, contact 
Specialization Director Mary Ann Wegmann 
at (504)619- 0128, (800)421-5722 or email  
maryann.wegmann@lsba.org.     

CLE Compliance 
Deadline is Dec. 

31, 2023, for 
Board Certified 

Specialists

In accordance with the requirements 
of the Louisiana Board of Legal 
Specialization (LBLS), as set 
forth in the individual Specialty 

Standards for each field of legal 
specialization, board certified attorneys 
in a specific field of law must meet 
a minimum CLE requirement for the 
calendar year ending Dec. 31, 2023. 
Preliminary transcripts will be emailed 
in late November to all board certified 
specialists who are still delinquent 
in their specialization CLE hours for 
2023. Specialists must satisfy their 
specialization CLE requirement by Dec. 
31, 2023, to avoid a penalty assessment. 

Approved specialization CLE courses 
can be viewed on the LBLS Approved 
Course Calendar at: www.lsba.org/MCLE/
MCLEcalendar.aspx?L=S. 

To access specialization transcripts, go 
to: www.lsba.org/Specialization/.

For more information, contact 
Specialization Director Mary Ann Wegmann 
at (504)619- 0128, (800)421-5722 or email 
maryann.wegmann@lsba.org.       

The Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) is offering 
an exciting CLE program in November 2024 while 
cruising the Danube River and visiting Austria, Germany, 
Hungary and Slovakia. Partnering with Vacations At Sea 

Travel, the LSBA program is Saturday, Nov. 9, through Saturday, 
Nov. 16, 2024, aboard the Ama Waterways’ AmaLea. Five hours 
of CLE will be offered during the cruise.

Until Dec. 28, 2023, Vacations at Sea is offering complimentary 
prepaid gratuities (valued at $144/person) to guests who reserve 
balcony staterooms (French, Outside Balcony or Suite).

Pre- and post-cruise excursions are available to Budapest and 
Prague, respectively.

For more information, go to: www.lsba.org. Contact 
Roxanne Rose, Vacations At Sea, (504)482-1572 or email  
roxanne@seavacations.com.  
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LSBA 70-, 60-, 50-Year Members to Be Recognized 
at 2024 Midyear Meeting

Louisiana State Bar Association 
(LSBA) members who have 
reached half a century and 
beyond in their professional 

careers will be honored during the LSBA’s 
Midyear Meeting in January 2024. The 

reception is set for Friday, Jan. 19, at the 
Renaissance Baton Rouge Hotel, 7000 
Bluebonnet Blvd. Family and friends 
of the members are invited to attend the 
reception.

For more information on the event, 

contact LSBA Executive Assistant Jen 
France at (504)619-0152, (800)421-5722, 
ext. 152, or email jen.france@lsba.org. 

The following Bar members will be 
recognized.

70-Year Honorees
Admitted in 1954

Emile J. Dreuil, Jr.
Metairie, LA

Thomas N. Frisby
Summerville, SC

Daniel P. Hurley
Kenner, LA

William G. Kelly, Jr.
Monroe, LA

Donald P. Miller
Arlington, VA

Jerry K. Nicholson
Metairie, LA

Frank J. Peragine
New Orleans, LA

Felix Henry Savoie, Jr.
Baton Rouge, LA

60-Year Honorees
Admitted in 1964

Peter J. Abadie, Jr.
New Orleans, LA

John E. Bergstedt
Sulphur, LA

Rodney Bernard, Jr.
Lafayette, LA

James E. Blazek
Lacombe, LA

Dale Edgar Branch
Bogalusa, LA

Charles J. Brown
Fairfax, VA

Anthony J. Bruscato
Monroe, LA

L. Milton Cancienne, Jr. 
Houma, LA

Frank A. Courtenay, Jr.
New Orleans, LA

Gordon R. Crawford
Gonzales, LA

William P. Curry, Jr.
Lacombe, LA

James H. Daigle
New Orleans, LA

James J. Davidson III
Lafayette, LA

Donald F. de Boisblanc
New Orleans, LA

Knight E. Doggett
Alexandria, LA

Walker H. Drake, Jr.
Mandeville, LA

N. Elton Dry
Houston, TX

Franklin V. Endom, Jr.
Baton Rouge, LA

Leonard F. Estorge
Baton Rouge, LA

Donald M. Fendlason
Bogalusa, LA

Frank Foil
Baton Rouge, LA

Francis Frank Fontenot
Baton Rouge, LA

Leon Gary, Jr.
Mountain Brk, AL

James H. Gill, Jr.
Baton Rouge, LA

Lucas J. Giordano
Metairie, LA

John J. Graham
Covington, LA

Larry J. Green
Covington, LA

Gerard J. Hansen
Covington, LA

Benjamin Harvey
Grandview, TX

Sydney I. Horn
Lake Charles, LA

Walter James Horrell
Covington, LA

Walter M. Hunter, Jr.
Alexandria, LA

Stanley J. Jacobs
New Orleans, LA

Ronald J. Judice
Lafayette, LA

Ronald J. Jung
Metairie, LA

Victor I. Koock
New Orleans, LA

P J. Laborde, Jr.
Lafayette, LA

Lawrence L. Lagarde, Jr.
Metairie, LA

Calvin J. Laiche
Kentwood, LA

Ernest T. Landry
Metairie, LA

Mary Ann Vial Lemmon
New Orleans, LA

Robert J. Martin, Jr.
Asheville, NC

Maurice P. Mathieu
Houma, LA

R. Scott McClain
Lake Charles, LA

Brenda Gail McDonough
New Orleans, LA

William S. McKenzie
Baton Rouge, LA

James David McNeill III 
Baton Rouge, LA

Joy S. Miller
New Orleans, LA

Sam Scott Miller
New York, NY

Robert E. Morgan
Lake Charles, LA

James A. Mundie, Jr.
Kenner, LA

Richard E. Norred
Shreveport, LA

Frank C. O’Halloran, Jr.
New Orleans, LA

Harrell Pailet
Dallas, TX

Charles E. Reeves
Covington, LA

M. Caldwell Roberts
Shreveport, LA

William W. Rosen
Franklin, TN

Otto B. Schoenfeld
New Orleans, LA

Jerry H. Schwab
Houma, LA

A. Hartie Spence
Baton Rouge, LA

Robert J. Stamps
New Orleans, LA

Joe E. Thompson
Decatur, AL

Darryl J. Tschirn
Covington, LA

James C. Walker, Jr.
Houma, LA

Donald E. Walter
Shreveport, LA

Harald T. Werner, Jr.
Kenner, LA

Jerome M. Winsberg
New Orleans, LA

50-Year Honorees
Admitted in 1974

Frank J. Achary
Metairie, LA 

E. Paul Adams, Jr.
Baton Rouge, LA 

Steven E. Adams
Baton Rouge, LA 

C. Clinton Adcock
Lafayette, LA 

Joseph A. Aguilar
Pensacola, FL

John F. Ales
Baton Rouge, LA 

Continued next page 
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50-Year Honorees
Admitted in 1974

Glenn W. Alexander
Lake Charles, LA 

William Timothy Allen III
Shreveport, LA 

Michael Aloise, Jr.
Morgan City, LA 

Frederic Amman III
Monroe, LA 

George K. Anding, Jr.
Baton Rouge, LA 

Peter W. Arbour
Houston, TX 

Bruce C. Ashley II
New Orleans, LA 

Robert P. Aulston III 
Detroit, MI

Rosemary Azar
Lafayette, LA 

Wayne M. Babovich
New Orleans, LA 

David K. Balfour
Lafayette, LA 

Wendell J. Bares
Lafayette, LA 

Herman L. Bastian, Jr.
Kenner, LA 

Julian G. Baudier, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

Riecke Baumann
Houston, TX 

W.George Bayhi
Baton Rouge, LA 

J. Patrick Beauchamp
New Orleans, LA 

Philip A. Belancio
Metairie, LA 

Gregory W. Belfour
Lake Charles, LA 

Leonard L. Benedetto, Jr.
River Ridge, LA 

Albert A. Bensabat III
Hammond, LA 

Allan Berger
New Orleans, LA 

Ronald J. Bertrand
Lake Charles, LA 

Laurence E. Best
New Orleans, LA 

G. Miles Biggs, Jr.
Covington, LA 

James H. Boddie, Jr.
Ruston, LA 

Robert R. Boland, Jr.
Baton Rouge, LA 

William F. Bologna
New Orleans, LA 

Eugene A. Booth
Baton Rouge, LA 

John S. Bradford
Lake Charles, LA 

Stephen H. Braud
Houma, LA 

Herman G. Briese
Bush, LA 

Frank Bright
Shreveport, LA 

William L. Brockman
Kenner, LA 

Hattie M. Broussard
New Orleans, LA 

Richard C. Broussard
Lafayette, LA 

Frank E. Brown, Jr.
Shreveport, LA 

Charles L. Brumfield
Monroe, LA 

Trevor G. Bryan
New Orleans, LA 

Thomas R. Bryan
Grosse Tete, LA 

E. Ross Buckley, Jr.
Metairie, LA 

Charles L. Bull, Jr.
Welsh, LA 

Premila Burns
Baton Rouge, LA 

Gordon R. Cain
Mandeville, LA 

Stephen Joseph Caire
Metairie, LA 

R. Michael Caldwell
Baton Rouge, LA 

James H. Campbell III
Shreveport, LA 

Raymond L. Cannon
Tallulah, LA 

Lane A. Carson
Covington, LA 

Kenneth P. Carter
Covington, LA 

Byron J. Casey III
New Orleans, LA 

Douglas W. Casserleigh
Bush, LA 

Charles F. Castille
Baton Rouge, LA 

Timothy W. Cerniglia
Metairie, LA 

Roy C. Cheatwood
New Orleans, LA 

Charles R. Chesnutt, Sr.
Dallas, TX 

George L. Clauer III
Georgetown, TX 

Laurel B. Clauer
Georgetown, TX 

Leslie J. Clement, Jr.
Thibodaux, LA 

M. Lamarr Clemons
Amite, LA 

David B. Clinkenbeard
Colleyville, TX 

Martin E. Coady
Covington, LA 

Stephen M. Cohen
New Orleans, LA 

Elizabeth W. Cole
New Orleans, LA 

J. Grant Coleman
New Orleans, LA 

William M. Comegys III
Shreveport, LA 

C. Brent Coreil
Ville Platte, LA 

Gary A. Cotogno
New Orleans, LA 

Dale G. Cox
Henning, MN

Arthur A. Crais, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

Brian E. Crawford
Monroe, LA 

Stephen W. Crawford
Covington, LA 

James A. Crocker III
Montgomery, TX 

Jeanne K. Crotty
Covington, LA 

L. Polk Culpepper
Louisville, KY 

John A. E. Davidson
Metairie, LA 

Robert M. Davis III
Shreveport, LA 

S P. Davis, Sr.
Shreveport, LA 

Edward A. Davis, Jr.
Metairie, LA 

Lois C. Davis
New Orleans, LA 

Franklin W. Dawkins
Lafayette, LA 

Judith D. de Boisblanc
San Francisco, CA 

John W. deGravelles
Baton Rouge, LA 

Joseph Anthony Delafield
Ragley, LA 

John L. Delahaye
Baton Rouge, LA 

Frank H. Dickinson III
Baton Rouge, LA 

Edward B. Dittmer II
Mandeville, LA 

Victor A. Dubuclet III
Metairie, LA 

Otis Edwin Dunahoe, Jr.
Natchitoches, LA 

Richard S. Dunn
Baton Rouge, LA 

Samuel E. Dunn
Austin, TX 

Stephen N. Elliott
Metairie, LA 

James L. Ellis
Baton Rouge, LA 

Gregory S. Erwin
Baton Rouge, LA 

Jeannette M. Faust
Buda, TX 

M. F. Rick Fayard, Jr.
Bossier City, LA 

Larry Feldman, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

Joseph V. Ferguson III
Duluth, MN 

John P. Ferrara
New Orleans, LA 

Alan S. Fishbein
Longboat Key, FL 

D. S. Fitzgerald, Jr.
Lafayette, LA 

Thomas E. Foley
Ponchatoula, LA 

Anthony J. Fontana, Jr.
Abbeville, LA 

Percy A. Ford, Jr.
West Monroe, LA 

James L. Fortson, Jr.
Shreveport, LA 

George Frazier
New Orleans, LA 

Michael R. Garber
Lake Charles, LA 

Wayne E. Garrett
New Orleans, LA 

Andrew L. Gates III
Lafayette, LA 

Continued next page 
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50-Year Honorees
Admitted in 1974 

James T. Genovese
Opelousas, LA 

Benny George, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

Thomas F. Getten
Franklin, TN

 
Dominic J. Gianna
New Orleans, LA 

William B. Gibbens III
Lakeway, TX 

George L. Gibbs
Metairie, LA 

Donald T. Giglio
Nashville, TN

G. Kent Gill
Shreveport, LA 

Clave E. Gill III
Mandeville, LA 

Eileen Gleason
New Orleans, LA 

Rellis P. Godfrey
Shreveport, LA 

Michael L. Goldblatt
Naples, FL

Edmund W. Golden
Metairie, LA 

Ronald R. Gonzales
Boerne, TX 

Carl S. Goode
Baton Rouge, LA 

Brent S. Gore
Ferriday, LA 

Brett L. Grayson
Lafayette, LA 

Roger A. Grayson
Alexandria, VA

Russell B. Greer
Baton Rouge, LA 

William D. Grimley
Baton Rouge, LA 

Jerry J. Guillot
Baton Rouge, LA 

Agustin R. Guitart
Metairie, LA 

Pauline F. Hardin
New Orleans, LA 

Patrick H. Hardy
Alexandria, LA 

George E. Harp
Shreveport, LA 

Rufus C. Harris III
Metairie, LA 

Thorne D. Harris III
Metairie, LA 

Michael Harson
Lafayette, LA 

James H. Harvey, Jr.
Austin, TX 

Dale H. Hayes
Morgan City, LA 

Larry C. Hebert
Lafayette, LA 

Frederick D. Heck
Denham Springs, LA 

Niles A. Hellmers
River Ridge, LA 

T. Gerald Henderson
New Orleans, LA 

Joseph P. Henican
New Orleans, LA 

J. Patrick Hennessy
Shreveport, LA 

Stephen Michael Henry
Oxford, MS 

W. James Hill III
Shreveport, LA 

Weldon J. Hill II
Baton Rouge, LA 

Blaise L. Hill
Alexandria, LA 

James D. Hobbs, Jr.
Richmond, VA

John C. Holleman
Vidalia, LA 

Ronald Loyd Holmes
Dallas, TX 

Robert D. Hoover
Baton Rouge, LA 

SOLACE: Support of Lawyers/Legal Personnel — All Concern Encouraged
The Louisiana State Bar Association/Louisiana Bar Foundation’s Community Action Committee supports the SOLACE 
program. Through the program, the state’s legal community is able to reach out in small, but meaningful and compassionate 
ways to judges, lawyers, court personnel, paralegals, legal secretaries and their families who experience a death or 

catastrophic illness, sickness or injury, or other catastrophic event. For assistance, contact a coordinator.

Area	 Coordinator	 Contact Info	 Cell 	 Email Address

Alexandria/Sunset Area	 Richard J. Arsenault	 (318)487-9874	 Cell (318)452-5700	 rarsenault@nbalawfirm.com

Baton Rouge Area	 Ann K. Gregorie	 (225)214-5563		  ann@brba.org

Covington/ Mandeville Area	 Suzanne E. Bayle	 (504)524-3781		  sebayle@bellsouth.net
Denham Springs Area	 Mary E. Heck Barrios	 (225)664-9508		  mary@barrioslaw.com

Houma/Thibodaux Area	 Danna Schwab	 (985)868-1342		  dschwab@theschwablawfirm.com

Jefferson Parish Area	 Pat M. Franz	 (504)455-1986		  patfranz@bellsouth.net

Lafayette Area	 Pam Landaiche	 (337)237-4700		  director@lafayettebar.org

Lake Charles Area	 Melissa St. Mary 	 (337)942-1900		  melissa@pitrelawfirm.com

Monroe Area	 John C. Roa	 (318)387-2422		  roa@hhsclaw.com

New Orleans Area	 Helena N. Henderson	 (504)525-7453		  hhenderson@neworleansbar.org

River Parishes Area	 Judge Jude G. Gravois	 (225)265-3923	 Cell (225)270-7705 	 judegravois@bellsouth.net
			   (225)265-9828	

Shreveport Area	 Dana M. Southern	 (318)222-3643		  dsouthern@shreveportbar.com

For more information, go to: www.lsba.org/goto/solace.

Continued next page 
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50-Year Honorees
Admitted in 1974 

James E. Hopkins
Sulphur, LA 

Stephen M. Irving
Baton Rouge, LA 

James B. Irwin
Covington, LA 

Thomas P. James
Covington, LA 

Susan S. Jarvis
San Antonio, TX 

Gerald D. Jensen
Lake Lotawana, MO

Brian P. Joffrion
Shreveport, LA 

Jane L. Johnson
New Orleans, LA 

Jon K. Johnson
Hurricane, WV

Bruce S. Johnston
London, KY 

G. Brice Jones
Slidell, LA 

Philip K. Jones, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

William A. Jones, Jr.
Ruston, LA 

Rene R. Joyce
Houston, TX 

Joseph E. Juban
Baton Rouge, LA 

Ralph W. Junius, Jr.
Metairie, LA 

Michael E. Katz
New Orleans, LA 

Philip H. Kennedy
Metairie, LA 

Hollis G. Kent, Jr.
Clinton, LA 

Stewart J. Kepper, Jr.
Houston, TX 

Bruce S. Kingsdorf
Mandeville, LA 

Michael E. Kirby
Belle Chasse, LA 

Irving Koch
St. Louis, MO

G. Wayne Kuhn
Franklinton, LA 

Robert F. Lakey
Metairie, LA 

George L. LaMarca
Metairie, LA 

Hugh P. Lambert
New Orleans, LA 

J. Wayne Landry
New Iberia, LA 

John S. Lastrapes
Spring, TX 

Ralph K. Lee, Jr.
New Iberia, LA 

Wayne J. Lee
New Orleans, LA 

Richard K. Leefe
Metairie, LA 

Ivan L. R. Lemelle
New Orleans, LA 

Andrew A. 
Lemeshewsky, Jr.

Metairie, LA 

Jean-Pierre Lendais
Houston, TX 

Robert B. Leonard
Hackettstown, NJ

Terrence J. Lestelle
Metairie, LA 

Robert W. Levy
Dubach, LA 

Henry R. Liles
Lake Charles, LA 

Edward J. Lilly
New Orleans, LA 

Jerry W. Lindig
Baton Rouge, LA 

Winfield E. Little, Jr.
Lake Charles, LA 

Ross J. Lomonaco
Marrero, LA 

Robert D. Long, Jr.
Franklinton, LA 

Philip D. Lorio III
New Orleans, LA 

James R. Madison
Shreveport, LA 

James G. Maguire
New Orleans, LA 

Jack T. Marionneaux
St. Francisville, LA 

Patrick H. Martin
Clinton, LA 

B. Franklin Martin III
Metairie, LA 

Joseph Maselli, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

Thomas H. Matuschka
Baton Rouge, LA 

Sharon E. May
Baton Rouge, LA 

Robert C. McCall
Lake Charles, LA 

Michael B. McColloster
Metairie, LA 

John F. McDonald III
Heathrow, FL

Thomas J. McDonald, Jr.
Paris, France

James F. McKay III
New Orleans, LA 

Michael W. McKay
Baton Rouge, LA 

James L. Melchers
Metairie, LA 

John J. Messina
St. Rose, LA 

Stephen F. Mestayer
New Iberia, LA 

Gerald E. Meunier
New Orleans, LA 

Vernon P. Middleton
Baton Rouge, LA 

James W. Mills III
Dallas, TX 

James H. Minge
New Orleans, LA 

Joseph L. Montgomery
Metairie, LA 

Robert W. Morgan
Denham Springs, LA 

John G. Morgan
Lacombe, LA 

Mark G. Murov
Austin, TX 

Robert M. Murphy
Metairie, LA 

Joseph F. Myers
Mandeville, LA 

B. Woodrow Nesbitt, Jr.
Shreveport, LA 

Rick C. Normand
Chalmette, LA 

Charles A. O’Brien III
Baton Rouge, LA 

Terrence O’Brien
New Orleans, LA 

Arthur J. O’Keefe
Metairie, LA 

John A. Occhipinti
Metairie, LA 

Patrick S. Ottinger
Lafayette, LA 

M. Denise Owens-
Mounger

Vicksburg, MS 

Fred A. Palmer III
Prairieville, LA 

Joseph S. Pappalardo
New Orleans, LA 

Allan A. Parr
Natchez, MS 

Charles L. Patin, Jr.
Baton Rouge, LA 

Edwin Sebastian Patout
Lafayette, LA 

Michael P. Pellegrin
Houma, LA 

Francisco H. Perez
Baton Rouge, LA 

David W. Perret, Jr.
Marrero, LA 

Eric O. Person
New Orleans, LA 

Michael J. Phillips
New Orleans, LA 

Peter C. Piccione, Jr.
Lafayette, LA 

Eric L. Pittman
Denham Springs, LA 

Normand F. Pizza
Mandeville, LA 

Edward B. Poitevent II
New Orleans, LA 

Elon A. Pollack
Los Angeles, CA

William S. Poole, Jr.
Demopolis, AL

David F. Post
Farmerville, LA 

George L. Potter, Jr.
Asheville, NC

Ernst F. Preis, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

Rena M. Price
Irving, TX 

Donald E. Puckett
St. Francisville, LA 

Russell D. Pulver
San Francisco, CA

James Ray Raborn
Houston, TX 

R. Scott Ramsey, Jr.
Morgan City, LA 

Patrick A. Rankin
Arlington, TX 

Joseph W. Rausch
Metairie, LA 

Yvonne E. Reed
Baton Rouge, LA 

John F. Reid
Fairfax, VA

Henry C. Remm, Jr.
Las Cruces, NM

Continued next page 
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50-Year Honorees
Admitted in 1974

Gayle A. Reynolds
Metairie, LA 

Clarence L. Richardson, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

George J. Richaud
Folsom, LA 

C. Vernon Richie
Shreveport, LA 

Winston W. Riddick
Baton Rouge, LA 

Larry W. Rivers
Celebration, FL

Nelson E. Rivers
Redmond, OR

John M. Robinson
Shreveport, LA 

Kenneth L. Roche, Jr.
Bay St. Louis, MS 

Thomas J. Rodi
Mobile, AL

Dean P. Roy
Baton Rouge, LA 

Ann G. Roy
New Orleans, LA 

Edward E. Rundell
Alexandria, LA 

Darrel D. Ryland
Marksville, LA 

Patricia E. Saik
Bay St. Louis, MS 

Robert W. Scheffy, Jr.
Baton Rouge, LA 

Peter U. Schlegel
New Orleans, LA 

Jan Schoonmaker
Washington, DC

Ronald A. Seale
Louisville, KY 

Edward A. Shamis, Jr.
Slidell, LA 

William M. Shaw, Jr.
Homer, LA 

Cynthia R. Shoss
New York, NY

Clive Leslie Sills
Harriman, TN

Irl R. Silverstein
Metairie, LA 

Stephen J. Simone
Kenner, LA 

William B. Skillman
Baton Rouge, LA 

David L. Smelley
Shreveport, LA 

R. Craig Smith
Baton Rouge, LA 

Gerald E. Songy
Covington, LA 

Wesley W. Steen
Kingwood, TX 

Carl E. Stewart
Shreveport, LA 

James R. Strain, Jr.
Pearl River, LA 

Hugh R. Straub
New Orleans, LA 

Edward P. Sutherland
Baton Rouge, LA 

Nelson D. Taylor
Baton Rouge, LA 

Daniel H. Taylor
Baton Rouge, LA 

Harold L. Thibodeaux
Lake Charles, LA 

Robert H. Thomas
Houston, TX 

Steven R. Thomas
Mansfield, LA 

Richard A. Thompson
New Orleans, LA 

M. Joseph Tiemann
Metairie, LA 

Joseph P. Titone
Baton Rouge, LA 

Rykert O. Toledano, Jr.
Covington, LA 

Mary Hull Tooker
Diamondhead, MS 

Joseph B. Tosterud, Jr.
Bush, LA 

Owen J. Trahant
New Iberia, LA 

Chet D. Traylor
Monroe, LA 

David G. Tyler
Shreveport, LA 

Lewis O. Unglesby
Baton Rouge, LA 

David E. Verlander III
Monroe, LA 

J. Michael Veron
Lake Charles, LA 

Robert P. Waddell
Shreveport, LA 

Thomas F. Wade
Baton Rouge, LA 

Robert M. Walmsley, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

James A. Watson
Lake Charles, LA 

Norman W. Weaker
North Potomac, MD

Susan Weeks
New Orleans, LA 

Ronald R. Weems
Shreveport, LA 

John J. Weiler
New Orleans, LA 

Dan E. West
Baton Rouge, LA 

Thomas Barry Wilkinson
Port Allen, LA 

Kenneth R. Williams
Baton Rouge, LA 

Elizabeth M. Williams
Chalmette, LA 

Rosemary Haas Williams
New Orleans, LA 

Donald R. Wilson
Jena, LA 

Charles M. Winters
New Orleans, LA 

Steven B. Witman
Madisonville, LA 

Henri Wolbrette III
New Orleans, LA 

James O. M. Womack
Hammond, LA 

Kenneth M. Wright
Lake Charles, LA 

William E. Wright, Jr.
New Orleans, LA 

Kenneth P. Wright
Jupiter, FL 

M. Eugene Wright, Jr.
Ruston, LA 

Charles J. Yeager
Alexandria, LA 

Charles C. Zatarain III
Metairie, LA 

Sidney J. Zeller
Shreveport, LA 

Melvin C. Zeno
Harvey, LA 
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TIP Mentoring Program Updated: New Website, New Benefits for 
Mentees, More Resources Offered for Mentees and Mentors

The Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s (LSBA) statewide 
Transition Into Practice (TIP) 
Mentoring Program has been 

updated, featuring a new website, new 
benefits for mentees (including CLE hours 
and TIP Bucks) and more resources for 
mentors and mentees.

With the new TIP Program, mentees will 
now receive two years (25 hours) of CLE 
credit for completing the program, thanks 
to a Supreme Court Order (Supreme Court 
Rule XXX 3.22). Along with the two years 
of CLE hours, participants will have access 
to exclusive professional development 
workshops for trust accounting, stress 
management, law practice management 
and lawyer advertising. 

Mentees also will receive $200 in TIP 
Bucks upon completion of the program. 
This LSBA currency can be applied to any 
programming offered by the LSBA — i.e., 
CLE seminars, Annual Meeting/Summer 
School — but not mandatory fees like dues, 
assessment, etc.

The new rule allows for participation by 
newly admitted attorneys during the year of 
their admission through the next calendar 
year. For example, a new attorney admitted 
in 2023 would have until Dec. 31, 2024, to 
complete the program and would not have 
to start taking more CLE until 2026.

New mentors from all parishes, all fields 
and all practice types are always needed 
to expand the Mentoring Pool. Mentors 
receive 6 free hours of CLE credit for 

completing the program.
More information can be found on the 

main mentoring web page at: www.lsba.
org/mentoring. Included on that web page 
are a new brochure, a TIP FAQ article, and 
videos presented by Louisiana Supreme 
Court Chief Justice John L. Weimer and 
Associate Justice Scott J. Crichton. 

Need answers to more questions? Email 
TIP@lsba.org.        
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L S B A  Y o u n g  L a w y e r s  D i v i s i o n 
AWARD NOMINATIONS

Nominations are open for the Louisiana 
State Bar Association’s Young Lawyers 
Division (YLD) awards. To be eligible 
for consideration, individual nominees 
must be current members of the YLD 
(attorneys who have not yet reached the 
age of 40 or who have been admitted to 

the practice of law for fewer than five 
years on July 1) who are in good standing. 
Prior winners of an individual award 
(Top 40, Outstanding Young Lawyer, Pro 
Bono, Professionalism) are not eligible to 
be considered for that award again. Prior 
finalists of individual awards are eligible 

to be nominated again. 
The YLD Council selects award 

winners from recommendations made by 
a committee of young lawyers appointed 
from throughout the state.

Deadline: November 15, 2023

NOMINATE
ONLINE  HERE

OR  VISIT:
www.lsba.org/yld

AWARD DESCRIPTIONS
► Top 40 & Outstanding Young Lawyer Award. The Top 40 Award is given to the state’s top young lawyers. One lawyer will be 
awarded with the Outstanding Young Lawyer Award. The Outstanding Young Lawyer Award will be chosen from the applications for 
the Top 40 Award and Outstanding Young Lawyer Award. (Top 40 applicants will automatically be considered for Outstanding Young 
Lawyer and do not need to separately apply.) In making award determinations, the YLD will consider the nominee’s professional 
accomplishments; the nominee’s exceptional contributions to the community, bar associations and the legal profession; the nominee’s 
leadership; and the nominee’s display of character, professionalism and ethics. 

► Hon. Michaelle Pitard Wynne Professionalism Award. This award is given to a young lawyer for commitment and dedication 
to upholding the quality and integrity of the legal profession and consideration towards peers and the general public. The YLD will 
consider the nominee’s commitment to promoting respect for the legal system and profession by exhibiting the highest standards of 
competence, integrity, civility and ethics as well as a dedication to enhancing professionalism among lawyers.

► YLD Pro Bono Award. This award is given to a young lawyer for commitment and dedication to providing pro bono services in the 
community or the state beyond the nominee’s primary job requirements. The YLD will consider the nominee’s total number of pro bono 
hours per year; the impact of the nominee’s pro bono work; and the nominee’s ongoing contributions that have resulted in the increased 
access to legal services for Louisiana citizens.

► Outstanding Local Affiliate. This award is given to a local affiliate organization that has impacted the lives of young lawyers in 
an outstanding way. The YLD considers the organization’s service to the public; the organization’s service to the legal profession; the 
success of the organization’s initiatives that serve the public and the profession; any challenges that the organization overcame; the 
organization’s creative use of resources; the organization’s efforts to involve young lawyers in programming and services; and the 
organization’s commitment to inclusiveness and equity.

► Program of the Year. This award is given to an organization (bar association, firm or other entity) that has implemented an outstanding 
program or service that serves the public or the profession, enhances the lives of young lawyers, or was primarily planned by young 
lawyers. The YLD considers how the organization involves young lawyers; the organization’s impact on the public and/or profession; 
and the organization’s innovation, inclusiveness and success. 

1. Fill out the LSBA Young Lawyers Division 2023 Awards Nomination Form by November 15, 
2023. The form asks why the nominee should be considered for the award and specifically addresses 
the award criteria. Additional attachments for all nominations are encouraged, including résumés, 
newspaper clippings, letters of support, and other materials pertinent to the nomination. Nominations 
should be detailed and thorough, as award selections are based solely on the information provided in 
the nomination packets.

2. Any nomination packet that is incomplete or not received by November 15, 2023, will not be 
considered.

3. All finalists and winners will be recognized at the LSBA Young Lawyers Conference in Spring 
2024.

For questions or more information, contact the Awards Committee Chair 
Rachal Cassagne at Rachal.Cassagne@usdoj.gov or (504)432-6109. 

TO NOMINATE  A YOUNG LAWYER
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Access to JusticeAccess to Justiceus onF
For more information, visit www.lsba.org/atj.

Focus on Access to Justice

Louisiana Observes National 
Celebrate Pro Bono Week

In recognition of National Celebrate Pro Bono Week (Oct. 23-28), 
the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) coordinated the annual 
Lawyers in Libraries Program where LSBA members and libraries 
across Louisiana come together to provide free, limited services to the 

public, in-person and virtually. Through this program, attorneys volunteered 
at in-person Ask-A-Lawyer events in various libraries throughout the state. 

With the hopes of reaching those who were not able to make it to the library 
in person, the Lawyers in Libraries Program also featured two virtual events. 
The virtual Ask-a-Lawyer consultations, which match attorneys and patrons by 
phone, were a pandemic-era innovation that proved to be useful beyond the threat 
of the virus. The second online option was comprised of daily legal presentations 
livestreamed on Facebook by attorney volunteers, focusing on common legal 
issues such as tenants’ rights, divorce and custody, estate planning, what to do 
post-motor vehicle accident, and Social Security disability law.

In addition to the Lawyers in Libraries events, the LSBA, along with 
Entergy and Phelps Dunbar, hosted a multi-state Free Legal Answers clinic. 
LA.FreeLegalAnswers.org is an online pro bono program developed and 
supported by the American Bar Association (ABA) and administered locally 
by the LSBA’s Access to Justice Department. Users who qualify ask civil 
legal questions on the site and those questions are then answered by attorney 
volunteers. Entergy’s attorneys in Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi and Texas 
participated in the event.  

As part of the Pro Bono Week initiative, the LSBA and the state’s pro 
bono providers commemorated the week with CLE programs, volunteer 
recognition events, and clinics to help the public. 

National Celebrate Pro Bono Week is an ABA initiative that connects pro 
bono providers and attorneys across the nation and showcases the incredible 
difference that pro bono lawyers make to the nation, to the system of justice, 
to communities, and to the clients they serve.      

Louisiana State Bar Association President Shayna L. Sonnier 
with the proclamation from Gov. John Bel Edwards declaring 
it “Pro Bono Week in Louisiana.”

Voluntary Pro Bono
Reporting

www.lsba.org/ProBono/ProBonoVoluntaryReporting.aspx
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Access to JusticeAccess to Justice

Please contact the MCLE Department at 
the Louisiana State Bar Association for any 

transcript discrepancies

HELPFUL INFORMATION

HAVE ALL OF YOUR CLE 
HOURS BEEN REPORTED?

Help us help you!

Mandatory 
Continuing 
Legal Education

601 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, LA • (504)566-1600 
www.LSBA.org/MCLE

Check your transcript 
online now by logging into your  

LSBA member account at www.lsba.org
First, select Member Login (top left of page) and login with your credentials.
Then select the MCLE tab and select MCLE transcripts to view your transcript.

3. Select the MCLE tab

Please contact mcle@lsba.org
for any transcript discrepancies.

Mandatory 
Continuing 
Legal Education

601 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, LA • (504)566-1600 
www.LSBA.org/MCLE

• 	 Members must earn 12.5 hours of CLE credit per calendar year  
	 (including 1 hour of ethics and 1 hour of professionalism). 
• 	 All credit hours must be completed by December 31, 2023.
•	 Attorneys newly admitted in 2022, see Rules for Continuing Legal  
	 Education 3(b). 
•	 For the 2023 compliance period ending December 31, 2023, the  
	 limitation for computer-based CLE is set at 4 hours annually (as  
	 defined in Rule 3(d) of LASC Rule XXX). This includes  
	 interactive live webcasts, webinars, and on-demand recordings. 
•	 All 2023 CLE hours and exemption forms must be  
	 reported by January 31, 2024.
•	 If you need CLE hours, visit the MCLE course calendar:  
	 www.lsba.org/MCLE/MCLECalendar.aspx

HELPFUL INFORMATION
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us on DiversityF
For more information on items in this section, visit www.lsba.org/diversity.

Thanks to 2022-2023 LSBA Committee 
on Diversity in the Legal Profession

The Louisiana State Bar Association 
(LSBA) recognizes the members of the 
Committee on Diversity in the Legal 
Profession and its subcommittees for their 
service. The mission of the committee is: 

► to assess the level of racial, ethnic, 

national origin, religion, gender, age, 
sexual orientation and disability diversity 
within all components of the legal 
profession in Louisiana; 

► to identify barriers to the attainment 
of full and meaningful representation and 

participation in the legal profession by 
persons of diverse backgrounds; and 

► to propose programs and methods 
by which the LSBA can most effectively 
work to remove the barriers and achieve 
greater diversity. 

LSBA Midyear 
Meeting CLE Seminar

3.42 CLE Credit Hour(s)
Thursday, Jan. 18, 2024

Renaissance Baton Rouge Hotel
Register at 

www.lsba.org/midyearmeeting

16th Annual Conclave on  
Diversity in the Legal Profession

Friday, Aug. 9, 2024
Four Seasons Hotel, New Orleans

For more information, visit: 
www.lsba.org/goto/conclave

2022-2023 Committee on Diversity in the Legal Profession
Co-Chairs:

J. Dalton Courson 
Demarcus J. Gordon
Susan R. Laporte 

Members: 
Denia S. Aiyegbusi
Brittany B. Arvie
Nicole R. Bell
Troy N. Bell 
Hon. Roland L. Belsome, Jr.
Talya J. Bergeron 
William C. Bradford, Jr. 
Dominique R. Bright-Wheeler 
George W. Britton III 
Chaunda M. Brooks
Schyler J. Brooks
Christine T.C. Bruneau 
Tiffany L. Delery 
Sandra Diggs-Miller 
John C. Enochs 
Valerie E. Fontenot
Scherri N. Guidry 
Senae D. Hall 
Justin A. Jack 

Mckinley B. James, Jr. 
Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson (Ret.)
Arlene D. Knighten 
Aaron E. Koenck
Jennifer G. Lampton 
Dean Madeleine M. Landrieu
Hon. Jeffrey M. Landry 
Quintillis K. Lawrence 
Thuy-Duyen N. Le 
Taylor M. LeDuff
Iriane B. Lee
Kristin A. Lee
Wayne J. Lee
Luis A. Leitzelar
Lee Ann Wheelis Lockridge
Misha M. Logan-Johnson 
Maria P. Lopez
Patrick J. Lorio 
Lynn Luker 
Sowmya Mandava 
Jennifer S. Martinez
Kellen J. Mathews
Janell M. McFarland-Forges 
Dean David D. Meyer
Jared E.A. Nelson 

Otha Nelson, Jr. 
Barbara B. Ormsby
Courtney H. Payton 
Ezra Pettis, Jr. 
Chancellor John K. Pierre
Thailund T. Porter-Green 
Denice Redd-Robinette 
Deidre Deculus Robert 
Rachel M. Scarafia 
Alease T. Scott
Ronald J. Sholes, Jr. 
Chantell M. Smith (posthumous)
Justin W. Stephens 
Hon. Karelia R. Stewart
Hon. Max N. Tobias, Jr. (Ret.)
Dan L. Tran 
Joseph T.D. Tran 
Lykisha R. Vaughan
Monica M. Vela-Vick 
Michael B. Victorian 
Angela White-Bazile 
Sharonda R. Williams 
John A. Womble 
Christie C. Wood
Micah C. Zeno Become a 



November 2023 Bar Briefs        19Focus on Diversity

Nomination procedures listed, 
forms online for Trailblazer Award, 

Guardian of Diversity Award

The Louisiana State Bar 
Association’s (LSBA) Member 
Outreach and Diversity 
Department has announced the 

nomination periods and procedures for 
the Trailblazer Award and the Guardian 
of Diversity Award. Nomination deadlines 
are Feb. 28, 2024, for both awards.

For more information on awards and to 
access nomination forms, go online: www.
lsba.org/Members/Awards.aspx. Click 
on “Diversity and Inclusion Awards.” Or 
email the Member Outreach and Diversity 
Department at diversity@lsba.org. 

LSBA Chief Justice  
Bernette Joshua Johnson  

Trailblazer Award
The LSBA Chief Justice Bernette 

Joshua Johnson Trailblazer Award 
was established in 2016. It combined 
two previous diversity awards — 
the  Trailblazer Award (established in 
2013)  and the Human Rights  Award 
(established in 2010). The Chief Justice 
Bernette Joshua Johnson Trailblazer 
Award  is awarded by the Association 
annually in June at the LSBA’s Annual 
Meeting.

The nomination period runs from 
October through February.

This award  recognizes individual 
attorneys and judges who champion the 
ideals set forth by Chief Justice Bernette 
Joshua Johnson, the first African-

American chief justice of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court, who has always exhibited 
an unwavering commitment to enhancing 
diversity and inclusion in the legal 
profession. 

Nominees must be admitted to practice 
in Louisiana. Judges must have been 
elected or appointed to a state or federal 
court in Louisiana; the lawyer or judge 
can be on active or inactive status and 
from any practice setting; and the lawyer 
or judge cannot be a current member of 
the LSBA’s Committee on Diversity in the 
Legal Profession. 

The Chief Justice Bernette Joshua 
Johnson Trailblazer Award recipient 
should demonstrate a unique blend of 
experience, skills and accomplishments 
which translate into successful diversity 
and inclusion efforts which include, but 
are not limited to, the following:

► supporting and encouraging 
attorneys who are members of an 
unrepresented group within the legal 
profession to reach their career and 
personal potential;

► ensuring opportunities for the 
advancement of diverse people through 
mentoring efforts and diversity outreach;

► commitment to addressing issues of 
equality, fairness and injustice in the legal 
profession; and

► participation in community service 
activities which promote and broaden the 
diversity pipeline to the legal profession.

LSBA Guardian of 
Diversity Award

The Guardian of Diversity Award, 
established in 2013, recognizes non-
profit groups, local and specialty 
bar associations, and public interest 
organizations that implement and advance 
diversity programs to promote and support 
diversity in the legal community.  It is 
presented at the LSBA’s Annual Meeting.

The nomination period is October 
through February.

Nominees can be bar associations, 
courts, law firms/departments, or 
community organizations (including non-
profits and public interest organizations).

Recipients should demonstrate the 
following diversity and inclusion efforts:

► creating and implementing 
innovative strategies to promote and 
advance the concept and spirit of diversity 
and inclusion in society;

► making a significant impact on 
diversity issues in the legal profession;

► enhancing access and equality in 
employment, economic and educational 
opportunities;

► advocating and promoting an 
understanding and awareness of diversity; 

► dedication to improving and 
bridging the relationship between diverse 
groups; and

► proven commitment to creating a 
culture of diversity and inclusion.  

to the LSBA Statement of Diversity Principles
For more information or to view the statement online, visit 

www.lsba.org/Diversity/DiversityPrinciples.aspx

Become a 



20	 November 2023 Bar Briefs

Classified Advertisements
Standard classified advertising in our 

regular typeface and format may now 

be placed in “Bar Briefs” and on the 

LSBA Web site, LSBA.org. All requests 

for classified notices must be submitted 

in writing and are subject to approval. 

Copy must be typewritten and payment 

must accompany request. Our low rates 

for placement in both are as follows:

Rates
Non-members of LSBA
$85 per insertion of 50 words or less
$1 per each additional word
$20 for a C-Box number

Members of the LSBA
$60 per insertion for 50 words or less
$1 per each additional word
No additional charge for a C-Box

Screens: $25
Headings: $15 for initial headings in 
large type

Deadline
Payment and copy must be received by 
the first of the month before publication.

Send to:
Bar Briefs Classified Notices
Louisiana State Bar Association
601 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans, La. 70130

Responses
To respond to a box number, address your  
envelope to:
Bar Briefs C-Box No. ____
c/o Louisiana State Bar Association
601 St. Charles Ave.
New Orleans, La. 70130

Positions Offered

Becker & Hebert, LLC, in Lafayette 
seeks to further build its team by hiring an 
attorney with two-five years’ experience 
for its expanding practice in business, 
construction, governmental, and real 
estate law and litigation. Opportunity for 
front line and first chair responsibility. 
Competitive salary and benefits. Email 
confidential résumé to positions@
lawbecker.com. 

Davidson Meaux in Lafayette is seeking 
an attorney with one to five years of 
practice experience to focus in litigation 
or commercial/business practice.   Email 
résumés to ctalamo@davidsonmeaux.com 
to apply.
 

Briefs/Legal Research/Analysis 
of Unusual or Problem Cases

JD with honors, federal judicial clerk, 
graduate of top 10 law school, 25 years’ 
experience federal and state litigation, 
creative legal thinker. Available for 
briefs, research, court appearances, 
analysis of unusual or problem cases. 
References on request. Catherine Leary, 
(504)436-9648, statewide services, 
registered office Jefferson Parish. Email 
CatherineLeary2021@gmail.com.

For Rent - New Orleans

Newly renovated offices in the Riverbend 
(New Orleans). Six independent private 
offices are available for lease. A shared 
waiting room, kitchen and off-street 
parking  are included. Rents range from 
$975-$1,450. Utilities and Wi-Fi are 
included in the rent. Call or text for more 
information, (504)390-3917.

For Rent - Slidell / New Orleans

Calling all attorneys. Office spaces 
available. 1) Single-person furnished office 
space available for short- and long-term 
options (three-month commitment) 
located  in Slidell or New Orleans, $800 
monthly. Included: high-speed Wi-Fi; private 
office phone; business class printer and 
copy machine;  on-site receptionist;  shared 
conference room available to reserve  with 
no additional  cost; free parking for the 
Slidell location. 2) Turnkey, furnished 
executive office space available for short- 
and long-term (three-month commitment) 
located in Slidell or New Orleans, $650 
per month. Included: dedicated conference 
rooms and executive offices; high-speed 
Wi-Fi; private office phone; business class 
printer and copy machine; unlimited coffee; 
on-site receptionist and staff; mail and 
packaging (receiving, sorting and outgoing 
service); shared conference room available 
to reserve with no additional cost; cleaning 
services (enhanced cleaning protocols and 
complimentary sanitization products). 
For more information on both properties, 
contact James Graham, (985)285-1593 or 
email jgraham@jamesgrahamlaw.com.

For Rent - New Orleans

Services

For Rent - Slidell/New Orleans

Find out more at  
www.lsba.org/mentoring/

spotmentoring.aspx

a free online 
forum for 
civil legal 
questions
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Make a significant impact for appreciative children this holiday season! Through charitable projects that give back to 
our communities, such as the Secret Santa Project, attorneys can fulfill the Code of Professionalism’s direction that we 
should “work to protect and improve the image of the legal profession in the eyes of the public.”  If you are in a position 
to help, the committee is inviting Bar members and other professionals to participate in the 27th annual Secret Santa 
Project to brighten the holidays for needy children.

Monetary donations are accepted (and tax deductible)! Visit www.lsba.org/goto/SecretSanta for more information and 
easy online donations. Contact Krystal Bellanger Rodriguez at (504)619-0131 or via email SecretSanta@lsba.org with 
any other questions.

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Firm/Company:___________________________________________________________________________________

Packet Mailing Address:____________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:_ ________________________________________________________________________________________

Fax:______________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:_________________________________________________________________________________________

I would like to sponsor ______ child(ren).    Preferred age range (not guaranteed) ______________

To participate, send this form to Krystal Bellanger Rodriguez via email at  
SecretSanta@lsba.org or fax to (504)566-0930.

(12 and under)

Secret Santa 
is coming 
to town!

ecret ecret anta anta 

Secret Santa Volunteers needed!

www.lsba.org/goto/SecretSanta

  • Volunteer forms accepted until all children matched
  • Packets mailed first week of November
  • 2023 Gift Dropoff to the LSBA: 

	 Friday, December 1, 2023
	 Monday, December 4, 2023
	 Tuesday, December 5, 2023 




