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New Louisiana State University 
(LSU) Paul M. Hebert Law 
Center Dean Alena M. Allen 
was appointed on July 1, 2023. 

She comes to LSU Law Center from the 
University of Arkansas-Fayetteville Law 
School where she proudly pointed out that 
she served first as interim dean and then 
was appointed dean after only one semes-
ter. She quipped that she feels she provided 
a sense of stability in a transitional period at 
Arkansas, ultimately leading them to a better 
place. This is one of many accomplishments 
achieved by Dean Allen but serves as one of 
her most cherished professional successes. 
However, what Dean Allen, a Louisiana na-
tive, is most proud of now is that she has 
“come home” to intently and methodically 
lead LSU Law Center into the future.

Allen earned her BA degree, magna cum 
laude, in psychology in 1999 from Loyola 
University New Orleans. She earned her 
JD degree in 2003 from Yale Law School, 
where she was the articles editor of the The 
Yale Journal of Regulation. After graduat-
ing from Yale, she served as a law clerk for 
Judge Samuel H. Mays, U.S. District Court 
for the Western District of Tennessee, and 
Judge Paulette J. Delk, U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Western District of Tennessee. 
Following her law clerk tenure, Allen 
worked as an associate in the healthcare 
group at Arnold & Porter’s Washington, 
D.C. office and in the employee benefits 
group at Baker Botts in Houston, Texas. 

She began her academic career at the 
Cecil C. Humphreys University of Memphis 
School of Law, where she was award-
ed Professor of Year in 2013, the Farris 
Bobango Faculty Scholarship Award in 2019 
and the MLK 50 Faculty Service Award in 
2021. Primarily, her scholarship focuses on 
health policy and tort law. She has been pub-
lished in several law journals including the 
North Carolina Law Review, Fordham Law 
Review, Ohio State Law Journal, BYU Law 
Review and Cardozo Law Review.

Allen said she enjoys both the practice 
of law and teaching law, but her favorite 
part of being a law professor is she loves 
student interaction and she loves to see 
students develop into the profession. In 
fact, in both her teaching position and that 
of dean, Allen reminds students constantly 
that law is a profession rather than a job. 
She wants students to focus on what it 
means to be a professional, advocating and 
doing your best, irrespective of where you 
are in the class. She tells students that law 

is a professional journey lasting 30 years 
or more, and that LSU Law Center is a 
unique community, based around civility 
in the law where collaboration is key to 
professional success. 

Allen is quick to point out that she has 
hit the ground running! She is excited 
about several new hires and says that one 
of her goals is to bring “new, talented facul-
ty” to the Law Center to increase different 
styles and perspectives while maintaining 
the outstanding education LSU provides. 
Outside of this goal, Allen believes that her 
role is to “incrementally improve the law 
school” and believes that, under her ten-
ure, she can strengthen LSU to continue its 
outstanding tradition of teaching the law. 
She has begun the process of looking at 
the curriculum to maintain excellence and 
wants to prepare students for technologi-
cal advances like artificial intelligence (AI) 
and remote workplaces. She has also com-
mitted to raising money for more scholar-
ships to the school and wants to develop 
more programs focusing on access to jus-
tice. One program in the works will give 
law students the opportunity to serve rural 
District Attorney offices, enhancing the 
student experience while improving access 
to justice in those communities. 

When asked how the law school ex-
perience has changed in the last 20 years, 
she said that, due to a lack of investment in 
higher education, law education included, 
there has been a profound shift wherein 
schools are more dependent on tuition. She 
noted that this has required law schools to 
accept more non-resident students, a new 
phenomenon. She also noted that AI, such 
as Chat GPT, has forever changed law 
studies. At LSU, she said legal research 
and writing faculty have dealt with it and 
some instructors are encouraging students 
to use it while some are not. She said that 
AI can be used like a calculator, a tool to 
enhance legal research and writing.

Allen also noted that LSU and other 
institutes of higher learning are grap-
pling with what can and cannot be taught 
remotely. She said the American Bar 
Association is allowing more classes to 
be online than at any time in history. She 
believes the pandemic showed that there is 
value with in-person teaching and that stu-
dents generally want to be in a classroom 
environment. Although noting there were 
struggles, Allen believes online learning 
can be successful where classes are small 
enough to have class on one Zoom screen. 

She also believes online classes (where all 
are online) are easier than hybrid classes 
due to the instructor splitting efforts be-
tween the groups. Notwithstanding, she 
said she thinks remote learning will con-
tinue, both in formal education and in the 
workplace, and believes that LSU Law 
has successfully embraced this modality 
to prepare students for the legal workforce.

Another exciting point that Allen ex-
plained is that the law school is focusing 
on preparing a Name-Image-Likeness 
clinic wherein law students can interact 
with LSU student-athletes to provide guid-
ance in reviewing opportunities. Although 
not yet in place, she is hopeful that this 
program will come to fruition soon. This 
is an example of how LSU Law is serving 
the needs of both the law school and the 
LSU community at large, which Allen is 
committed to and very proud of. Another 
commitment Allen is providing is lifelong 
career development support for graduates. 
Through LSU’s preeminent CLE Institute 
and events to connect students and gradu-
ates, she believes that the law school can 
provide professional support for students 
and graduates for generations to come.

Allen wrapped up the interview by talk-
ing about her personal life and she shared 
her excitement of being back in Louisiana. 
She values that she can easily visit her two 
school-aged children, who are in 10th grade 
and kindergarten at a local school. She 
loves that her position allows her to be pres-
ent for her children on a whim. She also is 
committed to enhancing future lawyers and 
points out that her oldest child is currently a 
freshman at Tulane and has expressed inter-
est in studying law. These opportunities are 
valuable to Allen and she is grateful for the 
opportunity to strategically and holistically 
move LSU Law Center into the future.
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