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Complex financial litigation cases often require the engagement of experts who can find “the needle in a haystack.”
A substantial edge is gained when you have Legier & Company’s Forensic CPAs and Expert Witness Group
on your team to bhelp you find obscured financial facts that build and prove stronger cases.
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Yes, we have a substantial list of credentials. Yes, we
are accepted experts in state and federal courts.
Yes, we've been tending to the needs of others

for 20 years. But isn’t the real question -

That depends. Are you in need of a business valuation?
Do you need help with a divorce in discovering hidden
assets, child/spousal support income determination?

Do you need financial and accounting help with a business
claim or dispute? Do you need an economic or rebuttal
report for your personal injury/wrongful death claim? We
work for either the plaintiff or defendant on any case.

Our court accepted accounting and economic solutions
will more than meet your expectations and needs.
We will exceed them. That’s our promise.

Go to chadgarlandcpa.com
to discover how your life just got easier.

Bankruptcy . Embezzlement . Insurance Claims
Shareholders/Partnership Disputes
Business Economic Losses

900 Pierremont Rd, Ste 120 - Shreveport, LA 71106
www.chadgarlandcpa.com = 318.220.4416
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| love LawPay! I'm not sure why
| waited so long to get it set up.

— Law Firm in Ohio

Trusted by 50,000 law firms, LawPay is a simple, secure
solution that allows you to easily accept credit and
eCheck payments online, in person, or through your
favorite practice management tools.

22% increase in cash flow with online payments

Vetted and approved by all 50 state bars, 70+
local and specialty bars, the ABA, and the ALA

62% of bills sent online are paid in 24 hours

Trust Payment
|OLTA Deposit

New Case Reference
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TOTAL: $1,500.00
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VISA @D B ® Lawen

eChecke DISCOVER

Get started at

e lawpay.com/Isba
855-277-1913

Data based on an average of firm accounts
receivables increases using online billing solutions

LawPay is a registered agent of Wells Fargo Bank N.A.,
Concord, CA, Synovus Bank, Columbus, GA., and Fifth
Third Bank, N.A., Cincinnati, OH.
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IT’s TIME TO Book A LISTING IN
"WHo's WHo IN ADR 2022°

The print version of the directory for arbitrators and mediators will be mailed with the
October/November 2022 Louisiana Bar Journal.

View the 2021

For the one low price of $125, your listing is first published in the print directory, directory at

then the directory is uploaded to the LSBA website in interactive PDF format
(email addresses and website URLs are activated and instantly accessible). WWW-|3b_f':1-0rg/90t0/
The Web version of the directory remains active for one full year! adrdirectory

The special Arbitrators and Mediators Directory will feature brief articles and photographs of arbitrators and mediators
(INDIVIDUALS ONLY).

The articles should be 150 words MAXIMUM. Provide your address, phone, fax, email address and website
information at the end of the listing (not part of the word count).

Submit either original photos or digital photos. Digital photos should be submitted separately from the article as a high-
resolution .jpg (at least 300 DPI at 4 inches wide). DO NOT submit digital photographs embedded in word processing
programs; send the photograph as a separate file. High-resolution digital photos work best.

DEADLINE 1S JULY 22 FOR ALL LISTINGS AND PHOTOS!
DirRectorY/WEe ComBoO PRICE 1s $125.

Avrticles and photographs must be for individuals only. No group articles or group photographs will be used. But, as an
ADDED BONUS, firms which have three or more arbitrators/mediators purchasing individual listings will receive a
free firm listing in the section. (Firms are responsible for submitting the additional information, 150 words maximum.)

If you would like to repeat a prior listing and photo, you may send us a photocopy of that listing along with your check;
please provide the year the listing appeared.

IT’S EASY TO RESERVE SPACE IN THE DIRECTORY!

* Email your listing and photo to Publications Coordinator Darlene M. LaBranche (email: dlabranche@Isba.org).
Then mail your check for $125 (payable to Louisiana State Bar Association) to: Publications Coordinator Darlene
M. LaBranche, 601 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, La. 70130-3404.

* Or, mail your listing, photo, disk and check to the above address.

For more information, contact
Darlene M. LaBranche
dlabranche@lsba.org

(504)619-0112




Bumps in the Road

t is hard to believe that it has been

a full year since | began my service

as Louisiana State Bar Association

(LSBA) secretary and editor of the
Louisiana Bar Journal. It has been an
interesting year and a pleasure to col-
laborate with wonderful colleagues who
will no longer be with me as closely as
they have been this past year. The rota-
tion of leadership is the way of our sys-
tem, and it works well. However, there
have also been bumps in the road this
year.

The first bump, of course, was get-
ting acclimated to this new office and
the responsibilities that are incumbent
on the position. Then, there were the
combined bumps of a resurgence of
COVID and the arrival of Hurricane Ida,
both within the first two months. Those
issues proved to be just that, bumps, and
despite their serious natures and con-
sequences, everyone pulled together to
complete the needed tasks. Everybody
who was involved with the disaster re-
sponse is to be commended, especially
the Young Lawyers Division that per-
formed yeoman’s work during the hard
times.

It is because of those types of re-
sponses that | am looking forward to
the new year ahead. The willingness
of Louisiana lawyers to volunteer and
provide such needed services makes
me proud to be a part of the LSBA. |
have recently completed an orientation
session that provided the participants
with information on many of the ac-
tivities conducted under the auspices
of the LSBA. The length and breadth
of the actions that are being performed
for the public and to enhance the prac-
tice of law are truly amazing. From the
Wills for Heroes project to the numer-
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ous access to justice emphases, includ-
ing among other things, Lawyers in
Libraries, Louisiana lawyers are volun-
teering their time and talents to provide
vital services which would otherwise go
lacking.

As you will see from the interview
with incoming LSBA President Steve
Dwyer, Louisiana lawyers are gifted,
talented and provided with professional
opportunities which give us the ability
to have wonderful careers. For those
to whom much is given, much is re-
quired, and lawyers are no exception.
Mandatory bars have been coming un-
der attack in the last few years, and the
LSBA is facing this challenge. When
the activities of the LSBA are reviewed,
it is a credit to our bar that we have
undertaken those activities that make
the practice of law better for not only
Louisiana lawyers, but also for the liti-
gants and those needing help in assert-
ing their rights through the legal system.

Yes, we have had bumps in the road,

Editor's Message

By C.A. (Hap) Martin 11

but we have many Louisiana lawyers
who have stepped up both in leadership
roles and as people making things hap-
pen where the rubber meets the road.
A number of our Louisiana initiatives
have received national recognition and
are a credit to our state. | challenge you
to spend a few minutes looking at the
LSBA website and review the opportu-
nities there for service. President Dwyer
is making committee appointments,
and there are always opportunities to
serve. It is because of the willingness
of Louisiana lawyers to fill those gaps
and needs that there are not more bumps
in the road, and the bumps that we do
have are just bumps and not mountains.
If you are serving, thank you. If you
are not, take this as an opportunity to
make a difference. It is a new year for
the LSBA. Let’s smooth out the bumps
together.

7
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29TH ANNUAL LOUISTANA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

ADMIRALTY SYMPOSIUM

SEPTEMBER 16, 2022 — NEW ORLEANS

Richard J. Arsenault, Seminar Chair

Please join respected members of the Bench and Academia,
along with experienced Admiralty practitioners from both sides of
the “V” as they provide unique insight into key maritime issues.

Featured Speakers Have Included:

Hon. Eldon Fallon e Hon. Carl Barbier ¢ Hon. Jane Triche Milazzo ® Hon. John W. deGravelles
Hon. Dee D. Drell # Hon. Daniel E. Knowles lll (ret.) ® Hon. Jay Zainey ¢ Hon. Richard T. Haik, Sr. (ret.)
Hon. Glenn Norton ¢ Thomas C. Galligan, Jr., Professor of Law and LSU President Emeritus e Lindsey Cheek
Blake David e Jeff Tillery ® Darleen Jacobs ¢ J. Neale deGravelles ¢ Steve Herman e Alan Breaud
Jerome Moroux Jean Paul Overton e Richard T. Haik, Jr. e J. Christopher Zainey, Jr. ® Kenneth Engerrand
Wesley J. Gralapp ® Richard Stanley ® Peggy Giglio ® Leslie Schiff  Lynn Luker ® Michael S. Koch
John Yadamec ¢ J. Michael Veron Special Master Gary Russo e Hal Broussard e Charles Plattsmier
Scott Freeman ¢ Blake Deady ¢ Will Shapiro ¢ Prof. Martin Davies ¢ Prof. Nick Davrados
Prof. Robert Force e Prof. Dean Sutherland ¢ Dustin Carter

For more information and to register online, please visit: www.Isba.org/CLE
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One on One with

Stephen 1. Dwyer,
8274 LSBA President:

On “Attempting the Summait,”

Literally and Figuratively

Interviewed by C.A. (Hap) Martin IlI

Stephen 1. Dwyer is a founding
member and managing partner
of Dwyer, Cambre & Suffern,
APLC, in Metairie, La. He was
born and raised in Metairie.
Although a native of the New
Orleans area, he received his
undergraduate degree from Holy
Cross College in Worcester, Mass.,
and then followed that with a
master’s degree, with distinction,
in English from the University
of New Orleans. He attended
Loyola University College of Law,
obtaining his JD degree, magna
cum laude, in 1976.

Dwyer served as the Louisiana
State Bar Association (LSBA)
president-elect in 2021-22, He
served on the LSBA’s Board of

(Left) Stephen 1. Dwyer with his wife Jennifer Van Vrancken at the Jefferson Parish Government Center. Photo by Steve Randon Studio.

Governors as the Second District
representative for two terms, 2011-
14 and 2017-20. He has been a
longtime member of the Louisiana
Bar Journal Editorial Board and
has served on numerous LSBA
committees.

He has been recognized by
New Orleans City Business’
“Leadership in Law,” “Who’s
Who Among American Lawyers,”
Best Lawyers in America, “Top
Attorneys in Louisiana” and
Louisiana Super Lawyers. He is
also a member of the Alpha Sigma
Nu Honor Society.

Dwyer is married to Jennifer
Van Vrancken and is the father
of five children. He has six
grandchildren.

(Above) Stephen I. Dwyer, the 82nd president of the Louisiana State Bar Association.

Louisiana Bar Journal June / July 2022 9
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Stephen I. Dwyer, Alainna R. Mire and H. Minor Pipes 111 at the 2021 Louisiana State Bar Association
Installation Luncheon during the LSBA Annual Meeting and LSBA/LJC Joint Summer School in June.

Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

Martin: Steve, you’re from the New
Orleans area originally, correct?

Dwyer: Yes. | was born and raised
in Metairie, attended Jesuit High School
in New Orleans and then went away
to college for four years at Holy Cross
College, which is a Jesuit college in
Massachusetts. | look back at those
years with a little bit of a chuckle be-
cause, at that time, the last thing that |
ever wanted to do was be involved in
any type of business or institutional oc-
cupation. In those years of the hippie
culture, 1 guess many of us were free
spirits with dreams of writing the next
great American novel.

Martin: Let me stop you there for
a second, and go back, if I could. How
did a boy raised in Metairie end up in a
Massachusetts college?

Dwyer: I went to Jesuit High School
and | had not visited any colleges. When
it was time to apply to colleges, | start-
ed thinking that | should go somewhere
out-of-state for both the educational and
life experiences. But | knew that | had to
somehow end up somewhere that could
be affordable. We couldn’t afford the
kinds of tuition and expenses that come
with many of those out-of-state schools.

Louisiana Bar Journal June / July 2022

So | just took a very practical approach.
| said, “I’m going to apply to a hand-
ful of schools, and whoever gives me
the most money, that’s where I’m go-
ing.” | applied to three Jesuit colleges,
Georgetown, Boston College and Holy
Cross. | also applied to Notre Dame and
to Tulane. | had never seen any of them
except for Tulane (and that was primar-
ily from the inside of Tulane Stadium). |
received offers from all of them but I got
the highest offer from Holy Cross. And
that’s where | went. 1’d never seen the
campus. | had never travelled that far. |
had never even been to an airport, much
less on an airplane. When it was time to
leave for college, my parents dropped me
off at the airport, and I boarded a plane
first to New York’s JFK Airport where I
had to find my way through the maze of
that airport, locate a connecting airline
and board another plane for Worcester,
Mass. It was quite an intimidating task
for a 17-year-old who had never even
been to an airport. | arrived in Worcester
and took a taxi to the Holy Cross campus
where | was deposited at the bottom of
the large hill where Holy Cross and its
many buildings were situated. Carrying
two big suitcases, | started walking up
that hill that looked to me like a moun-
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tain. We don’t have hills in New Orleans!
There | was, 17 years old, 1,500 miles
from home, struggling up that hill, out
of breath and wondering, “What are you
doing here?!” But that was the beginning
of a wonderful experience and four of the
most formative years of my life where |
learned in even greater depth the theme
of the education that | had received at
Jesuit High School, i.e., “Strive to be a
man for others.”

Martin: What about law school?

Dwyer: | attended Loyola School
of Law and immensely enjoyed my
time there. I was married at the time
and had one child. Initially, 1 attended
the Evening Program and | taught high
school English while coaching the
Debate and Speech Team in order to
pay my way through law school. It was
extremely difficult to teach full time, to
coach the Debate and Speech Team af-
ter school, and then to make it to law
school every evening. (By the way, our
Debate and Speech Team won the first
debate and speech championship that it
had ever won!) The money pressure was
huge at the time. | went to see the Dean
one day and I told him my tale of woe.
He said, “Well, come back and see me
tomorrow.” So | went back and saw him
the next day after he had talked with the
President of Loyola and I was offered
a full scholarship. 1 was then able to
quit my day job of teaching, go to law
school full time and work part time. The
efforts of my Law School Dean, Marcel
Garsaud, allowed me to continue my
law school education. | eventually be-
came editor-in-chief of the Loyola Law
Review.

As a pleasant aside, | was also able
to be a part of a flag football team which
we formed and named the “Redactors.”
We ended up winning the Loyola
University flag football championship
and, ultimately, competed in a tourna-
ment against the flag football champi-
ons for each college in the state where
we won the Louisiana State Colleges
Flag Football Championship. That was
an achievement never before accom-
plished by a law school and never again
repeated.

Vol. 70, No. 1 www.Isba.org



Martin: Tell me how you got started
working in the law.

Dwyer: | always had been interested
in real estate. When | was in law school,
I would read the real estate section of
the newspaper, sometimes before read-
ing the sports section, which was saying
a lot for me in those days. So | really
wanted to do something involving real
estate. At the time, there were a handful
of firms in New Orleans that specialized
in real estate and they tended to be fairly
small-sized firms. I accepted a position
with one of those firms because I knew
that I’d get thrown into the fire imme-
diately and | would either be burnished
or burned up. I’ve been doing real estate
transactional work ever since. So, that’s
the way that happened. | don’t know ex-
actly what led me in that direction other
than reading the real estate section of
the newspaper every day.

Martin: But what led you into the
interest in real estate?

Dwyer: Attending college in the
Northeast, | got a chance to travel a bit
and see different towns and cities in that
part of the country. As | spent time in
those places, |1 would see growth and
activities spawned by creative ideas
and concepts; and I would see neigh-
borhoods, buildings and public spaces
developing, happening and changing
the faces of these cities and their envi-
ronments. | really love the city of New
Orleans and always have. When I first
went to Holy Cross and met students
from towns all over the country, | re-
member thinking, “Well, you sure are
lucky to have been born and raised in a
city like New Orleans. God really smiled
on you, and you’re really fortunate.”
| was very proud of being from New
Orleans. When | saw these other cities,
though, | saw things happening and de-
veloping and growing that | wasn’t see-
ing in New Orleans. It lit a fire in me
that | wanted to see similar things hap-
pen in New Orleans. | began to intently
follow news about real estate and new
projects in the New Orleans area. That
made me want to get more involved in
helping things change and develop for
the city and for all of us working, liv-
ing and playing there. | think the spark
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Jennifer Van Vrancken and Stephen I. Dwyer at the 2022 Louisiana Bar Foundation Gala in April.
Photo courtesy Louisiana Bar Foundation by Matthew Hinton Photography.

that first lit this interest in me came from
my summer job while I was in college.
I worked as a carpenter’s helper build-
ing houses. At the end of each day, |
could walk away from the job site and
turn around and see what we had ac-
complished. | could see the growth and
creativity. | could see what we had built.
That really got my interest in real estate
and ultimately inspired my desire to be
a part of things developing in my home-
town. | wanted to be a part of bringing
things to life and then watching people
enjoy these new creations and hopefully
bettering their lives.

Martin: You’re one of the main part-
ners in your present firm. When did that
become established?

Dwyer: We started the firm at the end
of 1993. So it has been almost 30 years.
And we’ve been doing the same work
of commercial real estate transactions
ever since. We also handle commercial
litigation primarily related to real estate
transactions.

Martin: How, and when, did you
get involved working with the Bar
Association?

Dwyer: Right around 2010. You
know, | realized that | had spent my
career up to that time worried about
raising a family, building a law firm
and being able to support my family.
And | began to understand how much
the Bar does for our profession and for
all of its members. But | felt like | had
not given back. And | was involved in
many other organizations and public
service types of endeavors. I’ve served
as president of the Loyola Law Alumni
Association. I’ve served on the board of
directors of the Alumni Association of
Loyola Law School, the board of direc-
tors of the Alumni Association of Holy
Cross College, the Loyola Law School
Visiting Committee, the Jefferson
Performing Arts Society, Coquille Parks
and Recreation and many other activi-
ties. But | had done very little for our
Bar Association. | never had given back
to what supports my profession, my
passion, my ability to make a living and
which supports my ability to do so much
of the very volunteer work that | do. So
I decided to change that. In 2011, | ran
for the Board of Governors and served a
three-year term. Thereafter, | continued
serving on various committees for the
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Jennifer Van Vrancken and Stephen I. Dwyer at the 2021 Louisiana State Bar Association Annual
Meeting and LSBA/LJC Joint Summer School. Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

next three years and then ran again for a
second term on the Board of Governors,
which | served from 2017-20. I’ve just
been very actively and happily involved
in the Bar ever since that first election.
I’ve come to know and appreciate so
much more fully our Bar Association
and its myriad activities serving our
members. I’ve especially come to ap-
preciate and deeply admire both the
many volunteers who assist our Bar and
who serve on our various committees
and the selfless, dedicated individuals
who work for the Bar. I’ve gotten to
fully appreciate the various programs
that we have and the assistance which
we provide for so many of our members
in so many ways. I’m immensely happy
that |1 became involved over 10 years
ago and don’t intend for that involve-
ment to stop. That’s really why I ran for
President and | intend to give back as
much as | can.

Martin: You and | parallel each
other somewhat in coming to the Bar
Association later in our careers, | must
say, the same issue. So now, with start-
ing your presidential year with the
meeting in Destin, your theme was
“Attempting the Summit.” Where did
that theme come from?
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Dwyer: Well, first of all, I think, in
my life in general, | have never want-
ed to shirk away from anything that |
thought was difficult. I didn’t want to
not do something because | thought I
couldn’t. | didn’t want to not do some-
thing because | thought it was too dif-
ficult. I always wanted to work at the
challenge that was there and overcome
it as best | could. So there was a point
in my life, 10 years ago or so, where |
felt that | needed two things. | felt that
I needed a physical accomplishment. |
guess | just wanted to know that I could
be physically active and physically ac-
complished. But at the same time, |
needed something spiritually. | needed
my faith strengthened and | needed to
become closer to God.

In pursuit of these two things, | got
on a plane by myself and flew to Africa.
I’ve never been to Africa. But | went
to a town called Arusha and hired a
guide and spent a week climbing Mount
Kilimanjaro. That was just an incredible
experience. We took the steepest, most
difficult way up the mountain, not cho-
sen by me but chosen by the two people
who were on my climb and who had
scaled mountains around the world. So
that was the “attempting the summit”
for me. The route was indeed very diffi-
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cult. The last part of the ascent from the
base camp to the summit at 10 degrees
below zero with strong winds required
incredible stamina and willpower to at-
tempt the summit. We finally made it. It
was an excruciating climb to get to the
summit. As we made the summit, we
basically collapsed in a worn-out heap
and the guide started passing around hot
tea. People today tell me, “Well, you
didn’t have champagne?” It was not a
party. There was no champagne to be
had, nor did anyone want champagne. It
was very difficult, but it was an achieve-
ment. We attempted the summit and we
made it. Very difficult climb. And that
was the physical achievement for which
| yearned.

But there also was the spiritual com-
ponent. The climb was with an experi-
enced mountain climbing couple from
California. At the summit, the hushand
grabbed his head and screamed out in
extreme excruciating pain. He contin-
ued to scream as his wife and | tried to
get to him. We moved very slowly be-
cause, at over 19,000-feet altitude, we
couldn’t breathe and had to trek very
slowly. We reached him in the midst
of this screaming anguish. The guide
ripped open a medical duffle bag and
tried to get oxygen to the husband. It did
no good. He continued to grab his head
in pain and scream in anguish. Suddenly,
he stopped screaming, looked at me and
looked at his wife, saying, “I love you.
I’'m dying!” He then stopped breathing
and fell back. His wife jumped on him
and started compressing his chest as
the guide screamed that she was going
to hurt him. But he was gone. His wife
continued. Time stood still. | continued
to stand at his head and to look down
in fear and disbelief. I didn’t know what
to do. We prayed and she continued do-
ing the compressions. | don’t know how
much time passed. Suddenly, his body
jumped. He opened his eyes. As I stood
at his head, he looked up at me and
he looked over at her and said, “I was
dead.” Just like that, “I was dead.” So
they tried to give him more oxygen. He
didn’t really fully recover, but his eyes
were open and he was able to speak. The
guide sent me back down the mountain
to the base camp. Of course, | had never
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before been to the top of Kilimanjaro but
he, nevertheless, sent me down to the
base camp by myself. So I had to find
my way down the mountain — not an
easy feat. | found out later that they car-
ried the husband part of the way down
the mountain. He ultimately recovered
as he descended. What affected him was
something called HACE, high-altitude
cerebral edema. It swells the brain and
it can Kkill you. Later, as | sat at base
camp with the wife, the husband and
the guide, we cried and blankly stared at
each other, still unable to fully compre-
hend what had happened. The husband
was the first one to speak. He said, “I
have to tell you what happened to me.”
He said, “I knew I died, but I was al-
ways aware of myself. I was always
aware of myself.” He said, “I knew I
wasn’t with you anymore. | knew | was
in a totally different place. I wasn’t with
you. A totally different place. And there
were many, many people around me. |
recognized none of them. And they all
tried to bring me with them into this
bright light. I knew that that was my life
now and | was ok with it. | knew that’s
what | had to do. And I started following
them, and suddenly, without warning, |
got yanked back.”

So that’s the story of what happened
when | attempted the summit. | was try-
ing to achieve two things, a physical
accomplishment and a spiritual awaken-
ing. | think God was listening.

Martin: How do you equate that
with the Summer School and the
Bar’s Annual Meeting and the theme
“Attempting the Summit”?

Dwyer: It’s this way. | think that in
any field, any endeavor you’re in, there
are challenges, challenges that are par-
ticular to your field. On the Board of
Governors, like any active group, we’ve
got challenges and things that we need
to do. I’ve got things that | want to ad-
dress, things that need to be done. You
should never be afraid to take on tasks
and you should never be afraid to work
hard. You should never be afraid to at-
tempt the summit, to attempt to accom-
plish things and change things where
they need to be changed and preserve
them where they need to be preserved.

LSBA President Stephen I. Dwyer’s children are, from top to bottom, Rachel Mantooth, Jeremy Dwyer,
Jessica Dwyer, Meaghan Dwyer and Brooke Lee. Photo provided by Dwyer Family.

LSBA President Stephen I. Dwyer’s grandchildren are, from left, baby Laken Lee, John Mantooth,
Collin Mantooth, London Lee, Emma Mantooth and baby Kate Dwyer. Photo provided by Dwyer Family.
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Stephen I. Dwyer, Jennifer VVan Vrancken, Sandra K. Cosby, Barry H. Grodsky and Judge Raymond S. Steib, Jr. at the at the 2021 Louisiana State Bar
Association Annual Meeting Opening Reception in June. Photo by Matthew Hinton Photography.

We need to always roll up our sleeves.
We always must begin the task at hand
with the concept that we’re not here to
merely be a placeholder. We are here to
create the places, to get things done, to
accomplish that which is before us. So
I’m always thinking about what summit
| should be attempting. What summit
should I climb? And I think it’s a good
attitude for everybody to have. It repre-
sents an optimistic view of the world.
Let’s always strive to achieve more, not
for the sake of achievement but to better
our place in life and the lives of our fel-
low men and women.

Martin: What are the things that
you’re looking to move forward for this
year?

Dwyer: | have given that quite a
bit of thought. There are two areas that
have jumped out at me as | have con-
templated the coming year. These are
things that | have considered for a long
time. One is access to justice. And one
is not just professionalism, but civility
in our profession. And I’m not entirely
sure how we improve access to justice,
because I think that there are things that
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we have to concentrate on in ways that
we haven’t done before. So let’s talk
first about access to justice. We are in
a profession as lawyers that afforded
us the opportunity to help others. We
have an obligation. Noblesse Oblige.
I believe we have been given a gift to
be able to be lawyers, and we have an
obligation to give back to people who
need to use our skills in order to help
themselves in their daily lives. But not
everybody has the same access to the
judicial system that our typical clients
have because of many reasons, such as
lack of funds, lack of education, lack
of knowledge. But what I’ve noticed is
something else that | want to focus on.
Many people who need legal services
are not even aware that they need legal
services, much less how to get them. We
have very robust programs of access to
justice within the Bar Association. But
access to justice programs are not fund-
ed very well. Since the early 1990s, the
funding for legal services for the poor
has increased less than 1% per year for
more than 25 years. It does take money
to do the things that need to be done. |
plan to work on that problem both lo-
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cally and nationally. We’ve already been
having Zoom calls with the staffs of our
congressional representatives and sena-
tors. We’re going to continue pursuing
whatever routes we can pursue to find
better funding for access to justice ser-
vices. So there’s that.

But in terms of making people aware
that they even need legal services, I’ll
give you an example. From a real estate
perspective, there are many people in
the poorer communities that are living
in properties that have actually been in-
habited by their ancestors for years. In
many cases, successive family members
have been in these houses for 50 to 75
years or more. But in many such situ-
ations, no one ever knew that there is a
process to pass title as owners pass on
and that titles have to be transferred and
perfected. In many cases, relatives of a
deceased owner move into a property.
And then their relatives do likewise.
Title has never lawfully transferred.
Although there is some amount of
wealth that is inherent in these proper-
ties, that wealth cannot be realized be-
cause there is no lawful title. That’s just
one example where people who need
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legal services don’t even realize they
need legal services, much less how to
get such services. It’s one thing to build
a robust structure of access to justice
programs, but that doesn’t address the
whole community of people who don’t
even know what they need. They need
to be educated about what they need.
This problem must be addressed. We
need to create the framework to educate
those who need our services, as well as
to educate those who can provide the
services so that they’re available when
those in need come to us.

Martin: And then, the other one was
civility.

Dwyer: Civility and professional-
ism. We are required to complete a min-
imum number of professionalism CLE
hours every year. | don’t think that has
created civility among lawyers. | think
that we check a box to fulfill that pro-
fessionalism requirement. Then we go
back to arm wrestling and being gladi-
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Sunday family dinner at the Dwyers, prepared by Chef Stephen. Photo courtesy of the Dwyer family.

ators with each other. | don’t think it
serves the profession well. | don’t think
it serves the reputation of the profes-
sion to see lawyers at each other like
gladiators out for the kill. I think there
needs to be greater civility in our pro-
fession. I’m really not sure how we do
that, but | am sure that | want to make
that a topic of discussion. | want to see
if there’s something that we can come
up with, probably starting in the law
schools, that would introduce civility as
a way of life among lawyers. \We must
develop greater respect for each other as
professionals, respect for each other in
what we have to do and whom we have
to represent and how we conduct our-
selves. This should start with respecting
each other simply as people. I think that
type of respect is often missing from the
practice of law today.

Martin: I think with that, we’ll wrap

up. I look forward over this next year to
working up that summit with you.
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Dwyer: | hope you do. That’s fantas-
tic. | appreciate that.

C.A. (Hap) Martin
I1l, a member in
the Monroe law
firm of Shotwell,
Brown & Sperry,
APLC, is begin-
ning his second
year of a two-year
term as Louisiana
State Bar
Association secre-
tary and Louisiana Bar Journal editor. He
served as the Seventh District representa-
tive on the LSBA’s Board of Governors
from 2015-18 and currently serves on the
Judges and Lawyers Assistance Program
Board. (camiii@centurytel.net; 1101
Royal Ave., Monroe, LA 71201)
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“What Ts Tt and Ts Tt Still Relevant?

By Nadia E. Nedzel

The rule of law is much talked about, and claims are
often made that so-and-so is violating it. But what does
that mean? It is regarded as important by many, includ-
ing the World Justice Forum. Nevertheless, some very
questionable leaders (e.g., Vladimir Putin and Robert
Mugabe) have claimed that their country has the rule
- of law;* and some scholars claim that it is irrelevant® or
} never existed® — but very few define it or explain it. The
_ rule of law, however, does exist, even if (as with all other
I ideals) it is never fully realized. The fact that it can never
« fully be realized does not mean that it should be jettisoned.
~ Without it, we would have neither liberty nor economic
{" stability.
S This short article will provide a workable definition of
the rule of law, a bt of history of how the concept has de-

S}

S +veloped and an explanation of why it remains extraor-
¥R dinarily relevant. History is used to both describe the
;‘ rule of law and explain how it developed from Anglo-

American custom, culture and practical solutions.

As attorneys, we overestimate what law can do and think that we
can solve any problem just by passing more law. Ironically, doing so
jeopardizes the rule of law. Increased legislation, regulation and the
resulting increased bureaucracy creates difficulty knowing or com-
plying with the law and creates incentive to bypass it, leading to cor-
ruption and crony capitalism as well as limiting individual liberty and
creating expenses for small business.*

If we have a better understanding of the rule of law, however, as
well as an understanding that we cannot (and should not even try to)
create a utopia, we can sustain a country that values individual liberty
and promotes prosperity.

L4

LotiSianayBaiglournal June / I]u]§r 20022 1 6 Vol. 70, No. 1 - www.Isba.org
] | IF |

14 ‘



/The Rule of Law — Definition
and Description

The rule of law (“and not of man”)
is “the supremacy of regular law as op-
posed to arbitrary power.”® Substantively,
it includes both law and order and limited
government,® and it describes the relation-
ship between government and governed.
Tyrants claim they have the rule of law
because they impose law and order, but
they certainly do not have what we would
recognize as the rule of law. A lack of law
and order — a government that cannot
or does not enforce laws or stop crimi-
nal behavior — means mob violence and
chaos (e.g., Afghanistan, Venezuela and
Liberia’). Thus, a societal expectation of
enforcement of the law coupled with a
government ready, willing and able to do
so is part of the rule of law. However, mere
enforcement is insufficient.

The rule of law qua limited government
has several identifiable characteristics. It
limits legislative power such that all laws
must conform to certain principles, not
merely that they were passed according
to a recognized procedure. Under positiv-
ism, a legal theory prevalent in the early
20th century, the morality or lack thereof
of law was considered irrelevant, and only
the fact that the law was legitimately pro-
mulgated was important.2 Any law passed
by means of a legitimate process was
unassailable or nearly so in much of the
world. Consequently, positivists regarded
the abhorrent laws that were passed un-
der Adolph Hitler as lawful because they
were passed by recognized legislative pro-
cess. After World War 11, however, legal
scholars the world over — including Lon
Fuller® and Friedrich Hayek® — rejected
such extreme positivism, emphasizing that
law must protect all citizens equally and
must be grounded in some sort of moral-
ity, though admittedly law and morality
are not synonymous. Critical Legal Study/
CRT theorists similarly regard law as
merely the exercise of power of one group
over another, and thus believe that most
law is immoral. However, the protection
of life and liberty, whether from a mob or
from governmental tyranny, enables both
liberty and prosperity, and those (I believe)
are values most of us would support.

In addition to protecting life and liberty,
laws must be certain and known in ad-
vance and must apply equally to all. Law

should not target some groups or favor
others. As philosopher Michael Oakeshott
describes this moral dimension, a “civil as-
sociation” is a society that does not have
an agenda favoring one group over another
and does not coerce behavior according to
some utopian ideal.™* Thus, law should be
non-instrumental.’? In other words, the
best laws are like traffic rules that are de-
signed to enable smooth, safe and efficient
travel for all. They do not dictate where
you can go or what you must do, but only
how to do it.

Separation of powers is another hall-
mark of the rule of law, as are procedural
rules that prescribe when, where and how
the executive may exercise coercive pow-
ers, and that exercise of both legislative and
executive action must be subject to (judi-
cial) review. The government should not in-
fringe on individual liberty except when the
actions of one citizen interfere with the per-
sonal liberty of another, and that includes
the liberty to compete in the marketplace.

Separation of powers, consistency with
fundamental principles, equality under the
law and adherence to procedural norms
are still not sufficient to ensure the pres-
ence of the rule of law. More is needed be-
cause power corrupts, and those who have
power (or money or both) often do what
they can, fair or foul, to impose on others.
By the time the Constitution was written in
1787, the Drafters had been writing state
constitutions for 10 years and were inti-
mately aware of the problems created by
out-of-control legislatures and tyrannical
executives.® They were also aware of the
chaos resulting from weak government. As
Madison famously wrote in Federalist 51:

If men were angels, no government
would be necessary. If angels were
to govern men, neither external nor
internal controls on government
would be necessary. In framing a
government which is to be admin-
istered by men over men, the great
difficulty lies in this: you must first
enable the government to control
the governed, and in the next place
oblige it to control itself.**

Consequently, the Framers included in
their experimental Constitution a variety
of checks and balances in an effort to limit
governmental power while at the same
time creating a government strong enough

to defend against the potential tyranny of
the majority and inherent instability that
has long been known as the hallmark of
direct democracy.”® They hoped that the
Supremacy Clause would allow the feder-
al government to check misbehaving state
governments, and that the sheer number of
state governments would check the federal
government when necessary (i.e., the ver-
tical checks and balances of a compound
republic). They built horizontal checks to
stabilize the distribution of power among
the three branches of government, and ad-
opted an electoral college to prevent large,
urban states from running roughshod over
small, rural ones.

As Federalist 51 further explains, con-
stitutional mechanisms were developed
with an aim of ensuring that each branch
is financially independent of the others,
each branch is given the means and mo-
tives to resist encroachment by the others,
and personal ambition is made to counter-
act personal ambition. Powers and limita-
tions were given to all three branches in
a structure, resembling the game of rock/
papetr/scissors, so that each branch can
challenge the other two, and no branch has
the final word. The Bill of Rights was an-
other effort to circumscribe the power of
the federal government. One can argue that
none of these measures has performed as
anticipated, but they have been effective
to varying extents. They are bolstered by
Anglo-American legal habits such as stare
decisis and the jury system.

Case law is another limit on govern-
mental power, whether one considers doc-
trines such as judicial review or simply the
traditional roles jurisprudence and the ad-
versarial system have played. Most of us
immediately think of habeas corpus, but
the jury system and stare decisis also limit
governmental power. Stare decisis, the de-
mand that judges write out their opinions
and follow prior case law, adds account-
ability as well as predictability, while at
the same time allowing for incremental
change. Thus, jurisprudence grows spon-
taneously out of perceived need.'®

The jury system limits power, whether
governmental or big money. A jury of peo-
ple untrained in the law but experienced
in real life usually reaches a sensible deci-
sion'” and can send a broad message. Two
such examples include the McDonald’s
hot coffee case'® and O.J. Simpson’s ac-
quittal. A jury, angered by the imperious
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ﬂvay McDonald’s treated Stella Liebeck’s

injury claim as compared to 700 similarly
burned customers, awarded Liebeck two
days’ worth of coffee profits as punitive
damages.*® Without discussing the contro-
versy surrounding the verdict, the Simpson
jury sent a strong message to the entire na-
tion about racism in the Los Angeles po-
lice department.

In any democracy, both government
and populace must be constrained. The
majority must be stopped from tyrannizing
the minority (e.g., witch hunts, lynchings
and political/religious oppression). As ex-
plained in Madison’s 10th Federalist, de-
mocracies are torn apart by such factions,
and the only two ways to prevent that harm
is either remove the causes of faction or
control its effects.? Attempts to remove
the causes of faction (e.g., the French
Reign of Terror) destroy liberty. People
have unequal abilities, unequal resources
and different morals. Government must
protect diversity, that is, civil association,
recognizing that at best we can only man-
age conflict, not resolve it.2 A compound
republic with a large population will devel-
op a multiplicity of factions, making it less
likely that any one faction will gain enough
power to tyrannize the rest. Consequently,
Madison predicted that the multiplicity of
factions would have a stabilizing effect in
the United States.

At the time of the Framing, it was rec-
ognized that a polity was necessary if self-
government is to survive. Translated into
modern terms, this means a public that
recognizes that corruption exists but does
not accept it as “normal,” and which rec-
ognizes that intolerance and crime exist
but does not tolerate them.

Five-Minute Cultural History

A legal system reflects local cultural
values. The Anglo-American rule of law
grew out of long-standing customs and
cultural habits. A.V. Dicey popularized the
term “rule of law” in the 19th century to
describe the Anglo-Saxon tradition,? but
the English habit of limiting government
predates that by more than a thousand
years. Roman historian Tacitus described
how the Anglo-Saxons voted to approve
or disapprove a king’s proposed law and
dethroned unpopular kings.? That tradi-
tion continued after the Norman Conquest.
Bracton, the 13th century jurist, stated,

“[1]f the king should be without a bridle,
that is without the law, they ought to put
a bridle on him.”* Sixteenth century ju-
rist Sir Edward Coke informed James
| that he had to obey the common law.®
Because Parliament controlled the purse
and backed Coke, James | conceded. On
eight occasions, English barons forced
abusive kings to sign Magna Carta and
other documents, dethroned them and
generally killed them.?® The French called
this the “English Disease,” and “absolut-
ist” kings like James I were undoubtedly
keenly aware of it.

England never adopted Continental
feudalism.?” English peasants were much
more mobile, wealthy and independent
than Continental serfs. English children left
home in their early or middle teens instead
of remaining in one household headed by a
dominant male figure as was typical on the
Continent. English freemen were leasing
and selling land they owned in fee simple
long before the Black Death of 1348-
1349 as shown in innumerable records.
Even peasants who held only copyhold
tenure could both inherit and sell the ten-
ure. By the 16th century, private property
rights in England were highly developed.
Continental visitors who dealt with English
peasants described them as very wealthy
and individualistic to the point of being ar-
rogant, in contrast with European serfs.

The same individualism was seen in
English thought. William of Ockham
(1287-1347), a friar, argued with the
Catholic Church’s view that every being
had a preordained place. He believed that
God gave man free will, that individuals
must govern themselves and have a right
to choose rulers in both church and state,
and that they have a right to depose rulers
who behave badly.® Although the Church
excommunicated him, those beliefs were
consistent with English attitudes at that
time and were seen again 500 years later in
English and Scottish Enlightenment think-
ers Locke, Smith and Hume.

A Global Value?

Multinational entities like the World
Justice Forum portray the rule of law as
a global value® and incorporate Fuller’s
principles into their definition of the rule
of law, but not the peculiarly Anglo-
American focus on law above man. There
are, in fact, two related — but not synony-

mous — concepts.

The rule of law grew out of Anglo-
American customs and puts law above
man. The other concept, rechtsstaat
(German) or I’état de droit (French), trans-
lates as “rule through law.” R. von Jhering,
the “Dicey” of Germany, posited that the
state has supreme power, grants individual
rights and limits its own power in compli-
ance with its own law. Civil law, as estab-
lished by Justinian’s Digest, originally pos-
ited that the emperor is the law, and it can
be argued that post-Napoleon the legisla-
tive body inherited the emperor’s supreme
power. Legislated law remains the primary
legitimate source of law in the civilian tra-
dition.® To this day in France, once passed,
a law cannot be attacked as unconstitu-
tional and can never be challenged by an
individual. The French concept of judicial
review is quite different from ours.*

Under positivism, rechtsstaat be-
came mere formalism, but was reha-
bilitated after World War 11. It is now
enshrined in the German Grundgestez
fur die Bundesrepubliik Deutschland or
Basic Fundamental Law. It consists of
two components, the formal (procedural)
rechtsstaat, which focuses on guarantees
of supremacy of law and checks on state
power; and the substantive rechtsstaat,
which guarantees basic rights. It has elimi-
nated the theory that the state must limit
itself and postulates that it is the govern-
ment’s duty to protect individual rights.®

Significant differences remain, how-
ever. The Anglo-American conception
of rights traditionally is negative — it is
the right to be left alone, unconstrained
by government. In contrast, rechtsstaat
posits that the government must respect
human dignity and reflects other values
that grew out of Rousseau’s (as opposed
to Locke’s) philosophy.** Government
must guarantee and nurture a person’s
dignity, but that guarantee is offset by the
constraints of social solidarity and the in-
dividual’s responsibilities to the state. The
Federal Republic of Germany is defined
as a social state whose goal is to provide
social-welfare benefits to remedy social
inequality, protect the socially weak and
“balance or correct the unfortunate effects
of a market economy.” Thus, in contrast
with the Anglo-American conception of
government as a civil association, under
rechtsstaat, government is an enterprise
association: its fundamental goals include
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mstrumental laws to remedy what it per-
ceives as society’s ills.*

Rule of law and rechtsstaat lead to dif-
ferent results. Rechtsstaat jurisdictions like
France and Germany are much more cau-
tious about market freedom and recognize
many more things as rights (e.g., housing,
health care and employment), though they
may or may not be able to protect or provide
for those rights. Sadly, often the only legal
philosopher American law students are ex-
posed to is Ronald Dworkin. Dworkin’s
view is more rechtsstaat than rule of law
because he posits that equality trumps lib-
erty.*> Roberto Unger goes beyond and re-
jects individualism entirely, regarding soci-
ety as an eternal conflict between the haves
and the have-nots, rejecting both the rule of
law and rechtsstaat.*® Law students should
be exposed to all views.

Relevant? More Than Ever!

Although 90% of the world’s jurisdic-
tions are civilian, common-law countries
tend to be more entrepreneurial and have
stronger, more vibrant economies® (e.g.,
the United States developed three of the
four successful COVID-19 vaccines).
Regardless of whether you prefer the rule
of law or rechtsstaat, we are currently fac-
ing severe challenges to both. COVID has
challenged our conception of what govern-
ments should and should not do to protect
health. Some protections have been both
ineffective and intrusive. Governmental
malfeasance seems widespread, with cor-
ruption and crony capitalism more preva-
lent than ever. Furthermore, the increasing
inability or unwillingness of local govern-
ments to stop or discourage crime threat-
ens basic safety and security for the ma-
jority, most of whom are law-abiding. The
greatest threat to the long-term stability
of the legal system, however, may be the
cynical view that law is grounded immor-
ally in power, and not in universal values.
If this view becomes widely accepted, we
will face catastrophic civil instability. We
will never achieve the ideal of the rule of
law, but reaching for it to improve our legal
system and our expectations of both it and
ourselves is necessary.

The rule of law bakes no bread, it is
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unable to distribute loaves or fishes (it has
none), and it cannot protect itself against
external assault, but it remains the most

civilized and least burdensome conception
of a state yet to be devised.*®
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Pro Bono Campaignh Launched:

GET INVOLVED!

By H. Minor Pipes llI

“Equal justice under the law is not merely a caption on the facade of

the Supreme Court building. It is perhaps the most inspiring ideal of
our society . . . it is fundamental that justice should be the same, in
substance and availability, without regard to economic status.”

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic
and numerous named hurricanes over the past
two years, Louisiana’s low-income and vulner-
able populations need legal help now more than
ever. Before COVID-19 hit, Louisiana had the
second highest poverty rate in the country. Call
volume to Southeast Louisiana Legal Services
for civil legal aid increased overwhelmingly the
first eight weeks of 2021, as compared to the first
eight weeks of 2020. There was a 100% increase
for family law issues; a 200% increase in calls
for both consumer/finance issues and employ-
ment discrimination; a 291% increase in hous-
ing matters; and a 2020% increase in calls about
unemployment compensation.* Similar increases

Louisiana Bar Journal June / July 2022

— U.S. Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell, Jr.

The Need for Pro Bono

20

in other areas of the state demonstrate the incred-
ible need for legal help.

Additionally, the national Justice Gap, writ-
ten before the pandemic, reported that, each year,
approximately 86% of those low-income people
facing civil legal issues received little to no help
resulting in their issues being unresolved.? With
the number of those living in poverty ever in-
creasing and the numerous barriers low-income
people face in accessing civil legal resources, the
need for pro bono legal representation is greater
than ever. With the help of the private bar, more
Louisianans will be able to access relief through
the courts.
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Why Do Pro Bono?

Rule 6.1 of the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct suggests that
every attorney in Louisiana should aspire to “render at least 50 hours of pro
bono publico legal services per year.”® Every Louisiana attorney is encour-
aged to meet that goal, but Bar leadership also recognizes that this can be a
difficult task when juggling work and personal commitments.

This is why Louisiana attorneys are asked to join the Louisiana State Bar
Association Access to Justice Commission’s “20 in 2022” campaign that
sets an attainable goal of performing 20 hours of pro bono services in 2022.
Recommit to assisting those who may not have fared as well during the past
two years. Louisiana pro bono organizations are onboard to help attorneys
meet this goal. These organizations can provide opportunities that meet the
attorney’s willingness to give, and include both virtual and remote volunteer
opportunities.

“Whether one wishes to help a person in need with one hour or one month
of services, contact your local Louisiana pro bono organization. Not only
are families, children, veterans and persons with disabilities benefiting from
your gift, there are numerous advantages to you and your practice. Through
CLE trainings, mentorship and additional training resources, Louisiana’s pro
bono programs provide everything you need to provide your legal knowl-
edge pro bono, not to mention the personal validation you will feel when
helping those in need,” campaign organizers said.

The website, www.probono.net/la, provides numerous training resources
including recorded CLE sessions and training manuals. Further, attorneys
can obtain CLE credit for providing pro bono; for every five hours of pro
bono work, attorneys can receive one hour of CLE credit (with a maximum
of three hours of CLE credit a year).*

Christopher K. Ralston, immediate past president of the Louisiana Bar
Foundation, said, “Phelps Dunbar LLP encourages all of our attorneys to
provide pro bono service. Not only is providing pro bono work the right
thing to do because of the incredibly high rate of vulnerable populations in
Louisiana, but it provides our attorneys, especially our younger attorneys,
with invaluable legal experience.”

How to Do Pro Bono

Contact one of our state’s pro bono
programs to get started on your 20-
hour commitment. Our pro bono pro-
grams have cases spanning the breadth
of civil legal issues, including domes-
tic, consumer, wills and estates, child
welfare, and immigration matters.
Further, there are both in-person and
remote volunteer opportunities. Find a
list of statewide pro bono programs at:
www.Isha.org/documents/ATJ/
ProBonoOpportunities2.pdf.

To learn more about the numerous pro
bono opportunities available across the
state and to access the many pro bono re-
sources, join www.probono.net/la.

pA |
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Top 5 Reasons y
to Do Pro Bono |
Through a A
Pro Bono

Program

1 CLE credit for pro bono hours.

2 Guidance from experienced
mentors.

3 Probono programs provide
malpractice insurance.

4 CLE training on critical issues
like family law, consumer issues
and successions.

5 Networking with colleagues and
potential employers.

www.Isba.org



PRO BONO VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Acadiana Legal Service Corp.

www.la-law.org
Offices in Alexandria, Franklin,
Lafayette, Lake Charles, Monroe,
Natchitoches, & Shreveport
Main Office: 1020 Surrey St.
Lafayette, LA 70501
(337) 237-4320
Greg Landry, Director
greg@la-law.org

Baton Rouge Bar Foundation
Pro Bono Project
www.brba.org
544 Main St., Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 344-4803
Robin Kay, Pro Bono Coordinator —
robin@brba.org
R. Lynn Haynes, Pro Bono Coordinator —
lynn@brba.org

Central La.
Pro Bono Project, Inc.

www.clpbp.net
610 Murray St., Alexandria, LA 71301
(318) 449-9778
Lizz Moreau White, Executive Director
probonopro.lizz@yahoo.com

CrescentCare Legal Services

Www.crescentcare.org
Main Office: 1631 Elysian Fields Ave., New
Orleans, LA 70117
504-323-2642
Ranie Thompson, Director of Legal Services
Ranie. Thompson@crescentcare.org

Justice & Accountability Center
of Louisiana

www.jaclouisiana.org
4035 Washington Avenue, Suite 203, New
Orleans, LA 70125
Sherie Thomas, Outreach & Engagement
Director
Sherie@JACLouisiana.org

Lafayette Bar Foundation —
Lafayette Volunteer Lawyers

www.lafayettebar.org/volunteer
2607 Johnston St., Lafayette, LA 70503
(337) 237-4700
Marilyn Lopez, Director of Pro Bono Services
marilyn@Ilafayettebar.org

LA.FreeLegalAnswers.org
Online pro bono program
(virtual opportunity)
504-619-0104
Rachael Mills, ATJ Projects Counsel
rachael.mills@Isba.org

Louisiana Appleseed

www.louisianaappleseed.org
1615 Poydras St., Ste 1000, New Orleans,
LA 70112
(504) 561-7312
Adrienne Wheeler, Executive Director
awheeler@Iouisianaappleseed.org

Shreveport Bar Foundation
Pro Bono Project
www.shreveportbarfoundation.org
625 Texas St., Suite 100, Shreveport, LA 71101
(318) 221-8104
Lucy Espree, Pro Bono Coordinator
lespree@shreveportbar.com

Southeast Louisiana
Legal Services

www.slls.org
Offices in Baton Rouge, Covington,
Gretna, Hammond, Houma,
New Orleans & St. Charles
Main Office: 1340 Poydras St., Suite 600,
New Orleans, LA 70112
(504) 529-1000
Elena Perez, Pro Bono Program Managing
Attorney ¢ eperez@slls.org

Southeast Louisiana Legal
Services — North Shore Pro Bono
Project
www.slls.org
423 N. Florida St.

Covington, LA 70433
(985) 893-0076, ext. 519
Cynthia Bordonaro, North Shore Pro Bono
Coordinator
chordonaro@slls.org

Southwest Louisiana Bar
Foundation

www.swlabf.org
P.O. Box 1139
Lake Charles, LA 70602
(337) 564-6413
Leslie Mize
lesliemusso@gmail.com

The Pro Bono Project

www.probono-no.org
935 Gravier Street, Ste. 1340
New Orleans, LA 70112
(504) 581-4043
C.C. Kahr
cckahr@probono-no.org

H. Minor Pipes Il served as the
2021-22 Louisiana State Bar
Association (LSBA) president and
is currently serving as immediate
past president. He is a founding
member of the New Orleans firm
of Pipes Miles Beckman, LLC. He
received a BA degree in 1991 from
Penn State University and his JD
degree in 1996 from Louisiana State
University Paul M. Hebert Law
Center. He also served as 2016-18
LSBA treasurer and as 2015-16 president of the Louisiana
Bar Foundation. (mpipes@pipesmiles.com; Ste. 1800, 1100
Poydras St., New Orleans, LA 70163)

FOOTNOTES

1. See, Southeast Louisiana Legal Services March 2021
Newsletter, https://slls.org/march-2021-newsletter/.

2. See, the Justice Gap Report, www.Isc.gov/our-impact/
publications/other-publications-and-reports/justice-gap-
report.

3. See, Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct, www.
ladb.org/Material/Publication/ROPC/ROPC.pdf.

4. See, Louisiana Supreme Court Rule XXX, Rule 3,
Regulation 3.21.
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3 0/0 of small businesses get
targeted for cyber attacks.

Source: Verizon 2019 Data Breach Investigations Report
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EMBER BENEFITS:

LSBA's Travel Discounts
for Members

By Elizabeth S. Sconzert

he Louisiana Bar Journal
Editorial Board, incollaboration
with the Louisiana State
Bar Association’s (LSBA)
Outreach Committee, continues its series
of articles highlighting benefits available
to LSBA members. This article profiles
various travel discounts.

It’s been a long two years, especially
whenZoom and Teams meetings replaced
travel and in-person meetings. Now
that the travel restrictions have eased
somewhat, clients are back in their office,
and depositions and hearings are going
forward in person, remember that the
LSBA has many travel discounts that can
provide a significant savings for you —
both professionally and personally.

With discounts statewide, including
luxury hotels such as the Four Seasons
and the Ritz-Carlton, you can treat
yourself to a staycation in New Orleans,
like my husband and I recently enjoyed,
with the added bonus of up to 40% off
your nightly rate. With the Ritz-Carlton,
for example, you can use your LSBA
discount online (corporate code = VUD)
or call the Reservation Hotline, request
th